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CHAPTER I. 

On the subsequent day, immediately aller 
the retum of the family from attendance 
at divine Service, Lord Flowcrdew led 
as inany of his male insiates as were in- 
clined t0 pedestrian exercise, to view a« 
purchase of a cottage he had recently 
made in the immediate neigbourhood of 
his own villa ; and as they were proceed- 
ing to itj they were most unexpectedly 
joined by Miss Delvely, who exclaimed: 

" You are going to your delectable 
cottage orrUi Lord Flowerdew. Compas- 
sionate nie, and allow of my accompanying 
you j since it is my established rule' to 
walk, except in the event of rain, im- 
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mediately after I return from church, as 
I find it the best method of thorotj^hl/ 
awaking." 

Lord Flowi^rdiewy sStmt pcditßly acce^mg 
to this request, inquired " were licr fa- 
culties so entranced.by Iver dei^otioa a6 
to require arousing^?** 

** Dear, no," «he replied^ *' Ijut moming 
Service is so unreasonably long, it is utter- 
ly impossible to remaia animate through 
it. I used to proiaounce Mrs. Veneer 
really little* iess thau« a Wrb^das^ togiva 
US: Jtalian.§x«^|Teisei^^ a. yar4 Ic^g tomeke^ 
& speeßh kl« % Gafman play^to gßt off; 
or. an eiiti»ct^froi».yQltaiF«9 oraf^pawsk- 
taley tp tmnriaie into not laß» than feur 
di&rsaot languages, i^f slvs detected-^njr 
o£ usv in the fact , (^ naf>päig at diuFch ; 
vfhich wai inevitable, when^ the pidpit- 
orator tw^as neitber old enough> nor-ugfy 
enough to qutz ; or the sermon too in^ 
sipidly unexceptionable to critieise* Bat, 
a-propo&of soporifioks ;" and^iow^ dra^ing 
off to join Lord Bayswater in the^ path 
be had taken, lawering her voice, par« 
ticiiiarly addressed him. 



*^ l*i*ay höw does your lordship contrm 
to g*t on at yoä* /o^rc^ d^^de' ? Cohcerve 
cor ch^grin, aHter ÜASsarding oor precioüt 
lives äcft)^ tM ccmäotk hl 8ie»rch ttwocU 
dü de tespfit^ to find such an ässleiiAlage* 
<5f 5r/pidfe;8rj8;ö,— ^all d6löro$o^ except ycmr 
lordshipy atld indeed» tfaat rather pretty 
Lady Mim, of Filii, oir Sillioraj atid that' 
novrf enthusiast, who, jp^r mUt mc^ 1 ex- 
pect will ffy off «bme däy fi>r Dover Castle^ 
inake her hgem^rtt in' Boiffe öf the siA*.* 
tepfjameou^' e^cfciEiVafiofi^, aüd ordcit His- 
Blfajefsty's fbrcfe«^ fo ma4»dh* off wltkoa^ 
b^t öf dhirfi, ad unkwM tisurpenfS) of 
that exalted edifice het pA^^tme."^' 

^ Not iiÄpösÄbler repH^'his Ibrdship^ 
"•if %Äb" eatl^ wlti yötl for he» aüxiUary. 
KTaiy^Bormiil ky?e9^ to make fipiort withal ;: 
and^'dfcfi^^toiHimeä, by hfe¥ livdy manage« 
ittetit» brifi^ hiddeiv thing» to lightj can. 
dräw fh>i[n Hi^ seci^t spritigs of fenowledge 
its concealed löre ; ^tkovr she'hta bron^t 
fbrth youf ihtintate aequaintance vn\h a 
heroine of celebrity, Miss Delveiy. 

" Che hei modo dl procedere/ to con- 
descend to quia !•' exclaimed Miss Doli^el^Sy: 
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loaking not a little cpnfused. ^^ But really 
aoW| that was top bad to run off such^ 
a torrent of enthuaiasm, if tt was not waL 
Why, her raptures came pouring döwn: 
like melting lava from Mount Vesuvitia^ 
desolating my ]^oor capacite, and io! re? 
duced me to the necessity o£ retiring- 
bebind that structure of calcinaccioy Mrs. 
Kacket ' was pleased to raise at rändom. 
for my poor bmins; where nothing but. 
the truest blossoms from the classic soll 
used to fifiroot, or were genial to it ; and 
from the same lady's quotations from her 
&yottrite heroijie am I indebted for any 
knowledge upon the subject.^' 
/ Tbis ihfi^ctious burst of absurdtty;^ led 
his lordship at once into the regions of 
bombäat ; and he flourisbed off into a strain 
of complimentary rhetoric, the tropes and 
figures of which elicited a further displäy 
of her surpassing attainments; which at 
length led her prancing on her vanity's 
hobby to the point where the rambles. 
of vanity oflen lead — to the gates of 
envy; where eutering, she commenced an 
amiably sofl wail» for ^^ the pitiable ne« 
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scieii^e of ihat Miss— ^omebocly: — that 
mild looking niapy^wbo had learaed na- 
^^^69 ä^d knew nothing/' 

Lord Bayswater afiecting not to com* 
prehend wbom she could mean, she replied^ 

** The girl your lordship sat byj and 
ijvha told me herseif she riever went te 
school !— neyer had a governess ! ! '* 

♦• What say you to a preceptor ?" 

Mm» pelvjdiy ijow uttered a cry of aU 

Si99t ttügiiifihed amazemefit} but ^uickly 
«aovgtnig her compösure, said in a jself- 
«msolatmy sort of tone— 

•* Thea I suppose, my lord, she may 
pOBsibly be a good arithmetician, and a 
iiialbematiciaii, and a geometrician^ and 
A kgieiaii^ md a rhetotician, and a-— -a-*^ 
a — hat fhe -cannot know -any thing of 
suMÜem accomplishments ; since no one 
person under the sun could teach them 
aU/' * 

** Why, I should suppose, as easily a^ 
any one person under the sun could leam 
them all. However, one acqmrement— 
or rather I should call it, an intuitiv^ 
charm — Miss Frederick is possessed of-r 
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ikat of modestly bearing het owxi i^ßt^bti 
treasuKS witftiout display^'^ 

^< dental treasures i'' •. Misi$ Pd^y ^^ 
elaimed) in a tone of ditimiyi ^^ deat 
me, I wi^ I had my Bote agaio } fpr d^ 
yöu l^XioWj Äiy lord^-^believisig fc*r to 
be an* insipid Ignorant Imh Mis% J 
dispatched as stupid a eompoiitipn ^ß J 
could with infinite laboar fabrifn^» - as 
suited to meet the capaqity 0/ m im- 
accon^lished imfortunate^m^ofe wi#iwg 
to awe or dagsAe hipr by any apparfiSt 
superiority ; a^dsovr, as sheis a Mß4mM 
Dacier, or de Stael^ she VQä& ht)ld m§ ntor- 
tifyingly cheap»'* ■ . 

^' It was an untowatd cireittiMtoWft Cfth 
tainly," Said Lord Bayswater, aüsefrbif 
seriousness; ^< but altbougb so iosrne^ 
herself, «be posseases such boney^kw?^ 
of heart, eifae makes every cbaritabk^ al* 
lowance for those who are not so msur 
lally gifted," 

But the sarcastic propewtl^ of L^pd 
Bayswater here disdiarged an arrow of 
inortifying Insinuation, the young lady'$ 
vanity could not sustain without writhing } 



inid» UoDcfaing to the Kly's hue, sfae de^ 
dared, ^^nhe hadimiked &r enough fot 
her fiocpoBe.of resmnrtdng her ätcultias^ 
After the soporific of chteirch adminiBtra*- 
tion ;'' and heing arrived at a door wlneh 
led into hßr uacle's grtmnds, sfae bid Lord 
Flowerdew and |mrty adieu, and tsciuaper«* 
ed in haif Inrcathless speed wd agony 
home, in the forloni hope of her note not 
Inmiig yet been awt^ to cammit her in 
the esiämaftkNi of the learaed wottan. shö 
Iriid imdvertantly addimed. 
• Ak iengtb, afttr ^levilng; the eottagei 
dita f^aMy of finale p^estiiatis yr^e pacing 
Üieir way homeward, when, finding the $im; 
ift'iiui apflltNGMdi to the zenith of bis power, 
tSppeBämeky aaooyiBg» Lord flowerdew 
hid fkem fot abelter fram its subduing 
kiflti^^ce tiiroQgh an adjotning copse ; aiid 
as they were comfortably enjoying its 
shade, and langhing as they sauntered 
at the panic into which Lord Bayswater'a 
mischievous representatkms^^ of Misd Fre- 
derick^s attainment» had thrown the ac- 
complisfaed flona, their mirth was sud- 
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denly arrested by a sound qf convulsive 
sobs of violent grief, issuing^rom a tbicket 
they just were passing. V Instantly all 
following the resistless attcaction of the 
SQund, penetrated to the spot from whenc9 
it proceeded; where tbey behdid a young 
ivonmD, cleanly but meanly attired, in the 
style of dresa which prodaimed her an 
Uibernian^ with an iufant asleep in her 
arms, and aea^ed on the stump of a tree^ 
weeping a3 if her beart. .was bursting« 

Thß extreme be^Dty of tibie infant, witb 
the deep ^t^qtioiii of the mother — whose 
pretensipns. to. personal attraction were 
all blighted by hejc heart rending sorrowa 
— instantly awakened the commiseratioii 
t)f all ; and in a tone of kind^ess Lord 
Flowerdew inquired, " could any thing 
be done for the mitigation of her dis- 
tress?" 

" Oh ! no, no, no, your honour !" she 
with diflSculty articulated, as she raised 
a p&ir of large and lately brilliant eyes, 
now dimmed by sorrow's bitter tears. 
*'.Yqu cannot raise the dead! There is 
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no comfort for* the widow, but in the liope 
thät pitymg H^aven will söon take me 
to join my husband." 

" But for the sake of yoür helpless child, 
you must strive to bear your sorrows,** said 
Lord Flowerdew, kindly. 

The young womian looked on her habe 
with the gaze of anguished afFection, press- 
ed it to her bomm with a convulsive grasp, 
and bnrst into a new agony of tears. 

" May I ask, without increasing your 
distress," said Lord Howerdew^, ** whence 
you' cäme^ iJdiitKer^yöü are going, änd if I 
can" bö' bf ' Service in afibrding you the 
means of procuring comforts for yourself 
and child?" ' ^' , 

** The blessing of Heaven be ever upon 
you, and all belonging to you !" convul- 
sively sobbed out the weeping suflTerer. 
" But I want no relief such as your ho- 
nour's goodness would bestow upon me* 
I am cöaie from the War Office, at least, 
yesterday I did, — ^but until I'was able to 
shed a tear, a little bit ago, my head I 
believe was goiie ; for the nöws I received 
first Struck my heart cold, and then my 
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bead seemed stunned; and J remonbef 
nothing that befd me since, but my wi^* 
ing to get back to my own country as J&st 
{V3 Ixouldy to give my ckild to my mo- 
ther's care, ere my heart burst quite ; but 
somehow I have wandered, I find upon 
inquiry, 00t of the right road to Ireland ; 
and, what is worse, have lost my bündle- 
too } and missing that, recalled me to th^ 
power of sbedding tearfi,*«^&r that vaa 
a omel loss, as in it were all the letters he 
ever vrote to me sinee me parted, except 
the lafitt^ut the last I always kept next 
my heart, until I gpt anotiier from him ; 
ao» thapks to the Almighty, cne is spared 
to me." 

^' Foor young creature !'^ exclaimed Ma- 
jor Arundel; ^^ your husband was, I con- 
clude, a soldien" 

*' Oh ! yes, yes^ yes ; imd more grief 
to me! was hß% your honour; and you, 
nor no man ever seen a braver nor he. If 
he had died for any use to hk couotry, 
the blow, I think, would not bave fallen 
so crüelly :— ^fout, he was slain at Bay- 
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•* AlasP* Said Major Arandel. «« But 
are you sure he feil ? May he not have 
been woimded, and n prisoner ; and in the 
subsequent hurry and confuskm ön being 
missing, reported slain." 

The young tnourner caught hi8 band 
with the conTulstve grasp of almost maniac 
hope; tben suddettly let it drop, as de- 
spondingly she säid^-^ 

•* Ah! no, your honour^ tbere is no 
hope for me^ since, had Corney been: 
living, he would have cöntmed to iet me 
know it wafl not dead he was ; aiird sure 
the gentl^man at the office read it out 
of a book for me, that he was kiikd in: 
action." 

^^ Bot how eame you to obtain tfais in- 
telligence so late ?*' demanded Sir Simon 
Töwiihufst. " Were you not very dilatory 
in your inquiries ?" 

" I inquired as soon as ever I could, 
your honour, for I only finished my walk 
up j&om Liverpool yesterday ; and it was 
not the instant moment I heard the eruet 
news from fiayonne, that I would be set- 
ting out j&om the county of — — , bekease. 
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your honour, I had to wait in the dearly 
cherished hope of a letter Coming from 
Corney ; but my hope was blasted : and 
not being able to endure the agony of 
suspense longer, my poor mother sold her 
cow, and all she could turn into money, 
for me to set out to London ; for I would 
not trust my inquiries for Corney to any 
one but myself ; for feard, not being anx- 
ious like a wife^they might be lukewarm 
about him ; so I did make the inquiry, 
and-— and-^and— Coritey was laid low." 
And now, unable to articulate more» she 
grasped her smiling infant to her bosoin, 
and wept in agony. 

*' But poor unfortunate !" said Lord 
Bayswater, compassionately» *' you cmmot 
surely mean to commence your retum to 
your native country, ere you have re- 
covered the first shock of your grief, and 
the fatigue of your astonishing under» 
taking?" 

" Oh ! your honour, but I must ; for 
long, I know, my heart cannot hold cp- 
getber ; and who then will take my boy 
to my mother ?** 
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"1 will take care to have your child, 
and yöucsdf too, I trust, safely cönveyed 
to your hoB^e," exclaimed Lords Flower- 
dew^ and Bayswater and Major Arundel 
together. 

The afflicted woman'» gratitude now 
seemed about to subjugate her intellect; 
and was so affectingly expressed, it pene- 
trated to the heärt of all her auditors, save 
Lord William, on whpm an ide^ had fasten« 
jed worthy of bis pur suits^ the moment he 
les^ned how far afiection had led her to 
walk, and who now eagerly said~- * 

^^ ril undertake her walk back fo Liver- 
pool shall be one of such emolument and 
comfort to her, that it shall teach her to 
forget her recent loss, in the acqtiireitaent 
of a handful of the needful to take her 
home, and purchase another husband. 8he 
shall perform it for a wager in a giv^n 
time ) and we men of the turf wiU at- 
tend her, and while making our bets, pror 
eure — " 

" You unfeeling monster !" Lord Flow«, 
erdew exclaimed, in stem displeasure; 
*^ how I blush at your power of claim« 
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Jing kindred with me ! and know not which 
to despise, you or your uäworthy pursuite» 
the most heartily : bot let me not heät 
the cause of humanity again insulted by 
such savage propositions.** Then turning 
kindly to the poor disconsolate, his lord* 
ship Said — 

^* You are not, I trust^ too tnuch fa^ 
tigued to extend your walk to my house, 
vrhere youf muat rest until I find yoir equal 
to returning home by a more comfortable 
mode, than the one you have prqjected 
for yoursdfi" 

*^ And during tfaat time o£ rest» it shall 
be my care to make the stiictest inquiries 
at the War Office, if the Statement you 
rec^ved was correct/^ said Major Anin- 
deL 

Th« gratitude of the poor mouraer 
subdued for many moments her power 
ef rinng to attend the benevolent Lord 
Howerdew to the temporary asylum be 
had offered her ; but when at length her 
stise^tible feelmgs permittedher to speak, 
as she eomraenced her walk, sbe informed 
hiB lordship, *< she shonld not have og- 
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caedon to trespasä bn im bounty for the 
expense of her jeurney home, as slie had 
not speat quite half the sum she had com- 
menced her jourtiey wltb ; and that if she 

liTed to reacb the county of , she 

should there experience no Avant.'^ 

*' Smce you reside in the county o f ■ ■ > 
perhaps yoa kmxw Lady Derviile/' said 
Mi^or AnmdeL 

*^ That I do^ your honour, and more 
grief to nie for that sahieP.she replied ; 
*^ for poGBT Corney^s fiirruni \m8 on my 
lord's land ; and my kdy, being all cme as 
an absentee» noYer seeing after the affiiirs 
heirselfy leavtng all to her agent, who 
grinds the poor tenants down like rags fot 
ps^r; and he it was, that drove poor 
Comey to go for a soldier ; and I^ from 
being too near my time^ ochone ! could 
not go with htm, when he embarked ibr 
Holland." 

'* Bat why did you not make knawn- 
to Lady Dervitle the reprebensible con- 
duct of her agent?^' asked Lord Bskys« 
water. 
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^* Oh ! your honour, the plaints of the 
pöor have no voice ta be heard against 
the powerful ; although Heaven sent us 
an angel of pity and kindness» who saved 
many a heart from bursting, by the bälms 
her compassion poured into them ; and 
"who represented our case, many a time, to 
my ladyj. arid had soinetimes such in- 
fluence, that she saved our cattle from. 
being drove, and many evils ; and though 
she was unsuccessful for us at the last, 
she never forsook me. She stood godmother 
to this, how poor orphan boy, who hever, 
hapless wretch ! beheld his father ; and to 
her I look for consolation, should I ever 
see my home»'* 

" Lady Meliora Morison, I conclude 

you mean as this angel of benevolence ?*' 

Said Major Arundel, alive to the remem- 

brance of how like an angel she had look- 

ed, in the last moment he had gazed upon 
her. 

Lady Meliora Monson," replied the 
poor disconsolate, " is nothing to ipe, nor 
to any in misfortune. No, your honour. 
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it 15 of one Miss Frederick I speak— one 
who is poor in fortune, but rieh in the 
blessings of those she ias befriended." 

V.This woman is an impostor!** ex- 
claimed Lord WiUianiy enraged at her 
die^racting from the merit of Lady Me^ 
Jioraj.and» still xnore so, for causing the 
Stern rebuke of his uncle. " How coüld 
.she .be a tenant of Lord Derville's, and 
talk of Miss Frederick's consoling her on 
her immediate return to Ireland 9^' 

The same idea of a contradictory stater 
ment had Struck the other ^entlemen, but 
'without any suspicion of imposture, since 
that, from the genuine aspect of her afflio- 
tion, they considered an impossibility ; but, 
to havethe matter satisfactorily explained, 
Lord. Flowerdew mildly inquired — Since 

she had left the county of so recently, 

how she came not to know Miss Frederick 
was not there to console her \)n her re« 
turn. 

The astonishment of the young woman 
at what his lordship's speech implied, of 
his knowing Miss Frederick, with lier 
shame and sorrow for having spoken so 
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iitigBardediy of Lady MeGo» ta Aow 
vrho she saw were no stratigem to -her 
ladyship» threw sucb an appearance ci em- 
barrassmcHt into her ai^ect, that, for a 
moment^ excited sns^icions to her diradu 
Yantage. Büt soon she recovered her sdf^ 
possesslon sufficiently to impart her fard^ 
mssfortune^ — ^* of faaving had her dwdiliilg 
set on fire by thoi^ disafl^ted to gbvem- 
sneni» m comequence of her fausba&d ntit 
joining in thb seditious partien he had 
hAeti Btrdngly utged to unite withi bnt 
enacmg hk loyalty by «nfisting for m weit- 
dB^ i and thstdll dbe posseued being th» 
eru^y cöasumed in a very sfaort thnt 
after her confinement, she had been re> 
ttaoved by tbe faumatiity of Lord Montal» 
bert»— who had promised her a ßtmm for 
Comey wheB he returned— to a teinporary 
asylum^ near thirty xniles from Ravem* 
wood, öut of the way of those her husbaad 
had offended by his principles} and, by 
that means, she had known nöthing of 
what had occurred at Ravenswood for 
many months." 
«« WeU," cried Lord Wülia«, ^' we 
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«tbatt^ortly afleerUiaif att tÜB is ÜMt, for» 
in the samck of a viiip, y^u will«-«-*— '^ 

** Probably lee some pecBon firom 7»iir 
cvm copMy,'^ Said Lord Flowerdewi, iiu 
twmpcing him ; in aaxiety that tbe poor 
^oviaa^B evident suoceptibilky might not 
be «so inu^h ov^ei^poweved by turprise^ as t<^ 
•ubdae her &0¥dty of ^walking. 

^^ Ahr^ «be exdaim^dy ^ cpold it in 
fMsibäily he my dtar Miss IUmm, I wouUl 
ihen «aro not how imxni qay heart urat 
aaunder/' 

^ In a few mcittwto after thit laat replyt 
Wbey entared the paddack m mhick Loci 
]?lQwerde#*f • vüla atQod { and oti tbe lairai 
hefore tbe houso^ and uttder tfae iuxuriaat 
abada of 8ome flpuriobiQg aeacias» woro 
aaated La4y Kowerdew and the remainder 
of her paffty, except cur beroinepwbo faad 
been dnwa away foy Lord Beiford to visit 
bia pooy; and now» with ai}gmented 
apaed, otir pedestriana hastened tö join 
the group— Lord WiUiani» all anxiety to 
have the impoator detected wfao bad dared 
to calumniate the benevolence of the beai^ 
tifiil Meliora, whose deformiig aftctatloii 
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had not lessened materiaHy bis adauiö»^ 
tioöj for, as long as he considered a 
vromaa Superlative in beautj» h« cared^ 
littl^ how absurd her manners might be f 
nor would any defect in xnoral ccmduct 
have impeded ti&e excess of that admira^. 
tion, ,or given him one uneasy pang> had 
he not had iii coatemplation ab unioli 
with her j and^ in that event, hi$ honour» 
bis bappioe»^ and, above alT, bis Sclai^ 
»ight. be affected by the absence of do- 
mestic virtue« 

Major Arundel sincerely b«ped to find 

ibe poor soldierVwidowliadb^en deceived 

in! the opimon she had formed of Lad|r 

JM^eliora's benevolence; for» altbougb tbe 

efiect of her beauty upon bis fancy had 

been considerably weiJcened by tbe disfi- 

guring aspect of her affectation, and that a 

thousand, and a thousand times since the 

preceding; evening, he had wished tbat 

Rosa could exchange forms with Lady 

Meliora, or Lady Meliora mannest with 

our heroine; %e had not been prepared 

to throw mind also into the exchange for 

aay Meliora's improvement : and now, 
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Che apprehension of her ladyship having 
more serioas defects, than even excess of 
vaiiity,^to dim the lustre of her charms, in- 
flicted upon him a degree of pain alarming 
to himself. 

The feelings of Lord Bayswater pppn 

the occasion deviated from both ; since he 

* - - 

entertained not even the shadow of a doubt 
of all he had heard being true — ^that Ro- 
sabella was all perfection : nor was he. 
a moment longer in uncertainty of he 
himself being seriously in love } or tbat» 
in dispute of the dire belief— of the bar of 
illegiümacy, wpuld this perfect work of 
nature listen to his suit, the portionless 
Rosabella should be Countess of Rays-, 
*water. 
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CHAPTER iL 

"I HA VE brought yoü, Cecilia/^ ääid 
iLord Flowerdew, as he approached his 
wife, " a poor, afflicted cliild of misfbr- 
tune, for that balm öf comfort for her 
wöunds, which your benevolence so apdy^ 
and kindly leads you eVer to supply;" 

Lady Flowerdew, with an aspect of thaf 
benevolence, which he who'knew her best 
knew was iriherenüy her bosotn's inmate» 
liow inquired the* natui-e ot the affliction^ 
•which had set the stamp of its reaHty 
upon the wanderer's appearance, Whilst* 
she did so, Lord William's Observation of 
no mark of recognition being evinced be- 
tween the young woman and Lady Me- 
liora, led him, in mental exultation, to 
pronounce his own sagacity in detecting a 
defaming impostor; and, scarcely had 
Lord Flowerdew completed a succinct 
account of the poor woman's calamity^ 
when Lord William hastily exclaimed — 
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** B«€ you kjfiow this person> Lady Me- 
Kori^ MoDfion; as her family are tenants 
'of your brotber^s/* 

The pnHüpt negative of her ladyshlp, 
with the poor weinan^s flush of regret antS 
shame for having so inadvertently spokef^ 
her sentiment of Lady Meliora, awakened 
a belief) thät, although she assuredly was 
m genuine afSiction for her husband, she 
had not given an authentic history of her- 
self. 

In- this moment, when dbubt suspended 
the activity of Lord and Lady FlowerdewV 
purposes of benevolence, Lord Belfbrd 
and Rosabellar made their appearancc 
upon the lawn; and, the moment the 
stranger caught a Ml view of her, she 
uttered a cry of joyful surprise, and 
achieving her effort of rushing, to her, as- 
she fuintly articulated her nam^ feil' at 
her feet, subdüed, at the same moment, 
by joy and grief into a death*resembling 
fiWDon, 

Rosabella's reeognising exclamation of 
•* Nancy Mahon !** was promptly succeeded' 
by: the exertiont of her htmiiamty« liord- 
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Bayswater had providentially snatched tfae 
infant from its mother's arms as she com- 
menced her almost frantic rush towards 
our heroine» and thus saved him from tfae 
danger that eise awaited him from bis 
motber*s fall. 

Never, perbaps, had Rosabella appeared 
to greater advantage than at the moment 
when all the party were circling round 
her to afK>rd relief to the swooning wo- 
man, for she had promptly sunk on the 
grass, and drawn the now inanimate Nan- 
<;y's head upon her lap ; and, whilst with- 
drawing her cloak to promote her respira- 
tion, her lovely countenance pprtrayed the 
most interesting anxiety. 

'* You know this woman, and she is no 
impostor," exclaimed Lord William, in a 
tone of chagrin« 

" Yes, poor thing, I know her well; 
and know her incapable of imposture, my 
lord/' Rosa replied : '^ and seeing her 
here in such a State alarms me with ap- 
prehension for the fate of her excellent 
fausband ; and, should my fears be just, 
her heart will surely break, for her suscep* 
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(ability is extreme» änd their attachment 
was iiideed a strong one." 

Lord flowerdew now confessed to Rosa, 
that her anticipating alarm was but too 
prophetic; and, at this intelligence, the 
sympathy and afiecting kindness o£ our 
heroine but increased admiration's influ« 
ence upon those who were attentively ob- 
serving her, «s tfaey lent their aid £3r the 
recovery of poor Nancy; w;ho, at Jength« 
through the humane exertions of all sur« 
Founding her^ evinced Symptoms of reani* 
mation .; and, when their kind endeavours 
efiected the restoration of her faculties^ 
and tears came in torrents to relieve th^e 
oppressive bürden on her heart, Rosa- 
bella raised her drooping head to hef 
bosom, as she spoke tli<e soathings of 
gentle, pitying kindness. 

" Ah! Miss Rosa," sobbed out the 
beart-riyed Nancy ; " it was thus, on 
your tender, pitying bosom, my first habe 
breäthed itslast innocent sigh; but Comey, 

Miss, my Coraey, breathed his Jast 

on the cold and blood-stained earth!-— . 
Oh ! Miss RoSa, had I lieen but with hiiH 

%0L. IV. -c 
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to comfort his last moments with the 
tender offices of one who <:ared fM him— * 
but to know, without a tear shed over 
htm he dted» has broken ^uite my heartf 
Miss Rosa dear/' 

Rosa endeavoüred to speak some words 
of Gonsolation to her» but they died oa 
herlips: yet the augmenting tears of sym- 
patby^ that betrayed how much she feit 
for her^ were, perhapsi» more welcome, and 
more endearing comfort ; and the uplifted 
eyes of the weeping mourner, gazing oft 
our heroine» as the ministering angel «of 
consolation, whilst causing an increase of 
admiration for th« benevolent and lovelj 
Rosabella, awakened astonishment not very 
flattering to her young friend, at her not 
knowing even by sight a worthy resident 
on the domain she lived on« who had 
called ferth and received the humane at- 
tentions of an inmate in the very house 
which she inhabited. 

Themagical infiuence of Rosa's soothing, 
combined with her own just idea of what 
she owed, in gratitude and respect» to tbose 
who were evincing such benevolence to 
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ber^ soon efifected sufflcient compbsure ii( 
the bosomof the afflicted Nancy» to enabld 
her to comply with the kind wish of Lady 
!FlqwQr4ew to .e^ter th^. house for refri^h« 
ment ^d repo$e ; and wbicfa, ahe was ia- 
ibrmedi sbould be her asylum, untü ihe waq 
equal to set out for Ipeland. 

Lady Plowerdew and Rosabotb attended> 
the poor jovaurner to the house ) tfae ^rmer 

« 

to place her in the especiäl oare of her' 
worthy housekeeper, the latter tb give her 
sorroW'S all the conrfort the presence of a 
l.ong kmawn friend could yield her, where 
all other^ but Betty Roach were strangers 
to h^r ; and, after feeding her child, and 
herseif takiiig a little tea, the only nou- 
iiisbment sl^ could be prevaiied upon to 
partake of, she was perauaded to retire to 
her pillow, to seek a temporary oblivion to 
her woe in a renovating »leep ; wheri our 
herpine r.eturned to the party she had left 
upon the lawn, to inquire from Ix>rd 
Flowerdew — if such a thing was possi- 
ble as error in the retum of killed and 
wounded from Bayonne. 

** Because," she added, " I think therc 

c 2 
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is scarcely presutnptive proof, even through 
his silence, of Corneille Mahon*s having 
fallen ; as tbe agony of Nancy^s solicitude 
to leam authentic Intelligence of his fate» 
-— tliat, if wounded, she migfat immediately 
proceed to join him,— only allowed her to 
remain at home ^ve days aller she had 
calculated upon hearitig from him; and 
therefore, my lord, tnay we not fouild some 
hope. upon the possible delays— where 
winds and waves, with irregidar cross- 
posts, are agents m the conveyance of 
lettersy-^which inay have conspired to re- 
tard a letter Irom Corneille an its way; 
and to which her change of a^de tnay 
too probably have contributed : and even 
now a letter may be ^ithheld in tbe hands 
of her mother, who, from poor Nane^ 
having no particular haven to make for 
here, where all was a new world to her, 
possessed no dew to send it after her :— 
but, although hope, through this possibi- 
lity, has awakened in my mind, I have of 
course foreborne to communicate it to poor 
Nancy, lest it might prove delusive/* 
Instantly, upon this possibility of a hope 
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tö rast lipon being presehted tö tfae hu-* 
mane Lord Flowerdew, he dispatcbed his 
private secretary, witb a letter frota hitn« 
aelf to the Adjutant-Geiieralr reqaesting 
to have the returns front Bayoniie again 
inspected» for the informationelle was most 
anxions to obtain of the fate of Corneille 
Mahpn« 

Lady Townhurst, by no meansr pleased 
at Lady. MeHora's assutnption of the part 
of first beauty, where she was to eontest 
ihat pretension to pre-eminence, now re« 
^iiested to know, 

^ Why Miss Frederick aeemed so in* 
ierested &r this Nancy Mahon, and ap« 
peared to be such an absolute idol of hers, 
whjlst Lady Mdiora knew nothing of her^ 
stnce both young ladies lived in the same 
house r* 

The young friends blushed, whflst tears 
were ready to flow at a question, which 
each equally shrunk from answering with 
ingenuoiisness ; and, whilst Lady Meliont 
feit tortured by the humiliation her own 
onussions had so unexpectedly prepared 
fx her^ the affectionate Rosabella's wound» 
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ed friendship led all her activd thoughts iii 
a tusnult of wild eagerness, to seize oit 
something in the form of exteiiuation of 
her dear Meliora ; and, blusKng stiH more 
deeply at her unusual adoption ö£ subte)^-* 
fuge for truAi, she replied — 

^^ Commanders do not always send theiif 
forces, Lady Townhurst, upon the same 
march, to e£fect fiieiir pü£poses.«^We each 
tilied the departmont the beiievolenc€l öf 
Lady Derville ateigned us/' 

The bltish of pleased sürprisei whkh 
cheered the countenance c^ Lady Meliora^ 
Mrith the look oF genuise gratilude iShe 
dartäd at berfriend, was not lost ön Lord 
Bayswater nor Major Arundel, wl>o, haviDg 
learn^d much of the true State of the case 
from. the lestimonyof Nancy Mahon, knew 
how to appreciate this affectionate efibrt 
to: repel snspicion f in which, too, their 
admiration was taught to glow for th^ 
amiable modesty, which threw from herseif 
to Lady Derville the sole mertt of thak 
-jbenevolence she liad practt9ed« 

And now, at this moment, the butler 
preaented a packet to our lieroine fronv 
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Mise Delvely ; aod, as he^ mtimated the 
messenger had arders to' wait for an an« 
swer, Rom reqnestedi permission frotn 
Lady Elowerdew ta- pertue it. 

This billet of MisB' Belvely's, written 
closely ta z smsdL neat haad, was extended 
tbcoi^g;h sevett: sAeet» p£ note paper ; and, 
npon the intimationt of the bantering Lord 
Bayffimter^ wriittet^ ^th the most elabo- 
rate care, since her fmtunate speed hamd 
had eoafaled her ta arrest her careless 
billet, to^ «et aU her energies upon the 
rack of inventive genius» and to^arouse 
every paetide pf information i^e had ac^ 
quired, to^form an address; fitted to meet 
the eye of a superlatively learned woman. 

** Oh i by the crown of genius ! and by 
every quill in the mob of literature !" ex« 
ekumed Lord Bayswater ; ^< bat that ma- 
nuscript you have drawn' from its ehve# 
Ibpe, Miss Friederick, I prophesy to be a 
duodecimo volume of an essay upon ac« 
complishments, aboüt to ht dedicated to 
you, and sent for your inspectton^^' 

^f Rather. m essay. upon ^ nescience^^ '* 
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Bald Rosa^ smiling — ^* if to be iii8cribe4 
to meJ^ 

" ni wager it to be a sentimestal novel, 
and that I am to be honoured with its de- 
dication," cried Mary Lorraim 

^' I pronounce it a trial of patience, and 
rejoice she did not put tlie cause into mj 
band/' exclaimed the adtniral. 

" Yet, yottj)erceive, it is.not a brief/* 
Said Lord Flowerdew« 

*^ But / pronoimce^ it will come be« 
fore your lordship for judgtnent/^ said 
Lady Ftowerdew^. '*^ if I augur correclly» 
from the sort of smile that plays roipid the 
mouth of the favoured correspokident, äs 
sUe reads*" 

*' And, if it does not/* said Major Arnn« 
del, ** I will take upon myself the respon» 
sibility of predicting, that the fair writer 
will be grievously disappointed/'- 

The rest of the party now had each theit 
conjecture to commtinicate upon the sub« 
ject of Miss Dekely's manüscript ; and« 
at lengtb« upon perceiving the eyes of thi» 
smiling Rosa gbncing towarda. the con« 
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clusioii of the most welcome page of this 
profuse correspondent's billet, Lady Me- 
liora eagerly exclaimed-*- 

'* Come, Ros», dear, take pity on the 
acute sufferings of painful curiosity, and 
proclaim the title of this volume/* 

" Veneered Accompli3hments :'* said 
Rosa,, smiling,. " ot Acquiretoents dis- 
piayed/* 

** Disseminate the art, without äelay," 
Said Lady Fiowerdew ; " for no doübt the 
üXt writer compiled her volume for public 
iospection. ;[ and you cannot-be so unkind 
as not^ sdd in obtainiBg for her the ap* 
plause sbe anticipates/' 

*• Why/* replied our heroine, " I musf 
feel conviction^'^that in making the accom- 
plished Flora's pag^s* public, I only meet 
her \rishes } since to my igndrauce she ha» 
addressed incompreliensibilities, she doubta 
not I must a[^ly to the better informed 
for the Solution of >— for beside her pro- 
digality in German, Spanish, Italian, and 
French quotations — ^she bas bewildered me 
tbrougb five cruel pages upon classic 
ground ; from whence she whirls rae into 

c 5 
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the Louvre^ tö excite ttiy etivy^ by* an- 
nouncing how her taste för painting^nd 
sculpture was there niiräcülöu3ly formed, 
at the early age of four years j when her 
grandfather took her to F^rig, fn the last 
month of the short peace of Amiens ; and 
after confessing her passion for the Apollo 
of Belvidere, as the cause of her twice ob- 
taining a gold medal for her copies of it, 
she hies with me off into a wild soar 
through the regions of heathen itiythology ; 
and just as she has prepared me for a long 
rest upoii the very pinnacle of Mount Par- 
nassus, she suddenly, taking the lyre of her 
favouriteuApoUo in hand, precipitates me 
Jnto a pursuit of Orpheus, through the 
lower regions ; and after a pathetic chord, 
Struck as a dirge for the fate of Eurydice, 
she composedly seats herseif upon a dol- 
phin's back, to solicit me, in the fascinat* 
ing strains of Arion, * tö favöur her with 
the nämes of the raost celebrated of the 
Irish fnelodiesi* ** 

*' Then, by the spokes of Aurora's 
ehariot wheels, and the axTe-ti^ee of bright 
Phocbus !*' exclatmed Lord William, ** let 
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tts all swear to mount Fegasus for her 
sake ; and each, in pur own way, to hav« 
a kick at her/' 

^^ By all that is coercive in poetic justice, 
but I envy you that hriiliant jeu (fesprity** 
cried Lord Bayswater ; ^^ and TU mount 
^ithout delay :«— but first let us find inspira- 
tion for our satiric propensities» by wading 
through the specimens of accomplishments^. 
which have been so playfuUy epitomized 
foriis." 

. Lord Bayswater ^ novr took the volu-^ 
minous billet, and read it aloud, fbr the; 
purpose of convulsing, bis auditors Mrith 
risibility, through. bis Comic style of giving 
to their ears tbe elaborate display of * the 
seif satisfied flora's ao^ireaientSr 

" This young lady/* said Lord.Elower# 
dew, the mopient his brother peer arrived 
at the- signature,: *^ this accomplished* 
egotist^ reafly-^ivinces so-retentive a fa- 
eulty, in iHrting^ through the epitomized 
literature of the juvenile libräries,' tfaat I 
absQlutely think, had she attempted half 
a dozen solid acquirements, she possibly 
might have attained a couple of them." 
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^' But, alas!*' said Rosa, ^ the mes« 
tenger waits. for a reply i which my at« 
iainraents can never accofnplialu Dear 
Lady Flowerdew, wliat caii I do ?" 

•* Copy out a few pages of th« Encyclo* 
psedia Britannica/' said the admiral j ^^ and 
send them to her, as a Rowland for her 
Oliver." 

^* No bad thought/* responded Lord 
Flowerdew ; ^^ but I rather pronounce 
mine. a better ; as I trust it may propre a 
quiettis to the young lady's displaying 
vanity.. Come, Bayswater, you, who by 
ycw bajfttering propehsities tbis morning 
elicited' ti»a treat for Miss Frederick, must 
take the troul^le off her hands in answer* 
ing it : — ^but do it as the most inveterate 
bas bleu in existente j and be sure to 
impress all the dead languages in battle 
array into your lines, to combat and bear 
down her modern auxiliaries/* 

'^ But not surely in my name, Lord 
Flowerdew," excla,imed the alarmed Ro 
sabella. 

<^ Fear not^ Miss Frederick/' rq>Ued 
Lord Bayswater; with impressive serioits^ 
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nesBy *^ that I would fabricate any tliing 
süpposed to come from your pen, that 
you could feel reluctaace to put your name 
to/' 

. '* Cpme, do not be fastidious, child,!' 
Said Lady Meliora ; ^^ remember the good 
Jjotd Fiowerdew bopes to effect by this 
project ; aad that as you are merely a bird 
of passage, it matte» little what opinions 
are forined of you.'f 

" True,** replied our heroioe^ " and 
upon these recollections, I will consent to 
commit myself, as tbis inveterate bas bleu, 
to scare young ladies from vanity's dis» 
plays.'' 

The party now ad^oumed to Lord 
Flowerdew's library, where from the Stores 
of profound classic knowledge the two 
peers and Major Arundel possessed» aided 
by Admiral Oakbury s proficiency in orien« 
tal languages, a concise reply was fabri- 
cated for Rosa to copy ; and although in« 
to it were introduced quptations^ wfaich 
höre testimony of the most profound learn- 
ing» J^U in the compositioo, Lord Bays* 
water forgpt his passion fpr ^* making 
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»poit withal," in the more pbwerful one' 
he had conceived for Rosa; and awake 
only to the recollections that it was for 
her he wrote, he formed it intö the elegant 
reply of a refined as well as f^vourite vo-. 
tary of literary acquirements. 

This Babylon lan composition, of various 
languages, in which the aid of Miss Delvely 
Was requested upon the etymology of a Sy- 
riac Word, and the definition of a Hebrew- 

t 

ene, was quickly dispatched to the impa» 
tient Flora;: — and so far accomplished Lord 
Flowerdew's hoped-for effect,, it sent her to 
her Chamber, to conceal her tears ofmortifi- 
eation, andpromptly consigned herto her 
pillow with the aehing head and heart of 
wounded vanity ; where shejudiciouslyform» 
6d the determination never again so heed-^ 
lessly to commit herseif; and to keep hei; 
own attainments to herseif, until quite^ 
assured where they could blaze forth witji- 
out äpprehenision of finding auch huini*- 
fiating siiperiority* 

* Unifortunate for the projects of La<fy 
Meliora of captivating Majbr Arundel, and 
drawing the admiration of Lord Bayswater 



to herseif, proved the arrival of Nancy 
Mahon at Lord Flowerdew'sj for the 
latter, it had hurried on fronr temperate 
admiration to the most enthusiastic pas- 
sion; and on the fortner, whilst the in-- 
fluence of her affectatlons wa» operating ia 
counteraction to the magic of her beauty, 
the Information so accidentally conveyed, 
of her apathy to the dfstresses of her fello^r 
beings, awakened a potent power against 
her, almost toa formidable for overthrow» 
This unexpected intimation of a de* 
fect in the moral excellence of Lady 
Meliora, filled his bosom with a degree of 
inquietüde, that told him unequivocally, 
how near a precipice he had unwftrily per*^ 
mitted fancy to lead him. Bnt at lengtb^ 
with a fervent wish that the heart of the 
mentally perfeet Rosa might be found, by 
closer Observation, still in her own power 
to bestow, Major Arundel descended to 
the drawing room from his diöner toilet ; 
and in full conviction, that since Lady 
Melidrä's enchanting beauty, so clouded, 
could no longer impede the influetice of 
his judgment, if he detetminately sei afoout 
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ihe effort, he should accede to his uncle 
Oakbury's earnest wish, iQ becomipg the 
serious, unalienable captive of Miss Fre*- 
.derick* . » 

But this arrangement far a* prompt trans« 
fer of an undivided heart seemed threat^ 
ened with much impeding influence, by 
the dazzling eharms of Lady Meliora'9 
aspect,. oa this day most beeomingly 
attired, and now rapldly advancing in 
%he recovery of her briliianey of bloom 
and i^nimatioa ; yel the iascinations of 
our heroine's sympathy ibr Naney Mahon^ 
ii^ith the eulogiiim passed in the sitnple 
eloquence of tbat young woman's gratis 
lüde» were eagerly pressed upon his me* 
mory by his watchfy jjadginent,^and sent 
bim to seek a seat by Rosabella, to whom 
he now determined to speak at otkce of 
Mr. Monson^ — the individual whom. his ap* 
prehension pointed out as> a probable rival 
r-^nd from his obserrationS) as he made 
him their theme, ta discover if his wishes 
relative to her were doomed ta meet ^ 
disappointment* 

iQGpmpliance with his determination. 



Major Arunde! asked aar herokie, if Ae 
could possibly inform htm of the eause of 
Mn Moason's kte apparenl wish to sfaua 

The astonidimeiit of RosabeHa occa* 
sioned so bright a suffusion upon her 
cheeks, that Major Arundel entertained 
but little doubt of the suq[iick>ns he had 
formed of attachment between her and 
Charles Monson* 

But althou^ Rosa^s surprise had awak« 
en^d this blush, and caused a momentaiy 
Suspension to her reply^ she soon rallied 
her faculties, to express the astonishment 
this question had excited. 

*^ Do not feel oöended or hurt at his 
avoidance of you/' she added, after a 
pause } ^^ for, believe me,, his: wish for your 
friendship is not diminished» although--^'' 
' and here Bosa abruptly broke off her in* 
tended sentence» eün the sudden recoUec« 
tion of the improiniety of giving utterance 
to any thing to awaken suspicion of Charles 
having cause for shunning any of his 
£riendsf and after a moment of anxiety^ 
for means ta extricate hetsejf from this 
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embarrassment, sbe rather faeutatingly coa- 
tinoed — ^ 

** Although I very well know hh 
opinion of you is unchanged, it is wbotty 
ioipossible for me to wsnäettake acconntibg 
fisirthe caprices of young gentleiii^n,i-*aQy( 
arare than of yoaarg ladies/' 

It was novr dear to tiie cmivietion of 
Magot Arundely frodi tiie bhiahes and «m« 
barrassment of Rosa, that her aßkcüoni 
were Mr. :Mollson^S9 «nd her penaveness 
caused by the disspprdbation of Lady Der« 
viUe to the attachment ; and although thus 
convinced he must relinquish every hope 
for himself, yet the powerfiiL internst he 
had even from their ürst interview feit for 
her was not diminished by his disi^oint* 
ment; and now, his sympathy awakened 
for her menaced happness tfarough impro. 
pttious love, he continued by her side c<mm. 
versing earnestly with her, ia the tendei 
tones that pity had awakened» 

Neither the eamest atteoticm, ttor the 
softened tone of Arundel*s voice to Rosa^ 
escaped the anxious Observation of Lady 
MdiotA and Lord Bayswater, who both 
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were panic-struck by them, as militating 
against their own respective designs ; for, 
in the true essence of inordinate vanity» 
her ladyship became almost wild with des«- 
pair, at the possibrKty of losiug her deter- 
mined conquest,^ — whilst bis lordship, ia 
eqcial dcspur, believed anothe» had com« 
menc^ tfaat Very siege faehad*descended 
froflsir bid toilet iblly resolved to imdertaftce $ 
mod fwhen the dlflner sommoni called them 
to tbe feitive b«rd, both mmcewrtd to 
öbtain a place by tboM they meditated ta 
iubdue, *but otäy Lo»d Bayswater secared 
tiM Mät bis irishe«^ aimed at, for Lady Me* 
liora was dölStated. 
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CH AFTER ni^ 

i 

^T table our Eeroine was seated betWMi» 
Lord Bay^watec aad Major Anmdely and 
f xactiy opposite to them was placed Lady 
Meliora, Lord William, and Miss Lorrain» 
But now ihe assiduities of Lord William 
lost every ehann,. and every partide of 
eonsolation* fbr the disappointed dbject of 
bis pursuit;. who, during the interval de# 
voted to the change of courses,, begin to 
feel conidction^ tiiat a clouded brow and 
suspended smile were unlikely to attract 
those coveted admn'ers &om her friend}. 
and therefore with tbe first dish of the 
second spreading of the viandsof liuuiry ap« 
peared her renovated good hnmour, which 
she now determined should ebuUiate ia 
wit and playfulness. Bul^ wit and vivacitjf^ 
performed by palpabte vanity and afiecta- 
tion are ill calculatedi to fascinate ;. and 
all. that Lady Meliora* obtained by this^ 
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«ffert to allure, . was for Major Arnndel to 
rejoice more firmly in not having allowed 
his däzzled fanc^^ to fliislead his heart ; 
and Lord BayswaJter to feel ämazement at 
how the enchanting R^sa had escaped the 
contagion <if all that thus obscured the real 
cfaarms of Lady Meliora Monson, 

Atlength the dessert was laid upon the 
table ; and after Lord William had made 
varioufi . efiSuts to help Lady Meliora to 
some portion of it, which in her determined 
display of sparkling vivacity she had re- 
jjected as impeding barriers, his lordship to 
his mortification perceived his last success« 
less offer excite an arch smile from Ldrd 
Bays water, whea lie rather peevishly 
said — 

'* You smile at perceiving all my offeu 
ings rejected; and so» Bazey» my wary 
fellowy my ill success has, / also pereeive, 
caused your inattention to your fair neigh* 
bour, whom you liave not yet tempted 
with this most tempting dessert/' 

*^ I hope your oflferings, Bayswater» may 
prove more aucoessful than my nephew's/* 
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isaid Lord Fiowerdew, with an expressive 
smile. 

** So I siacerely hopc too, my lord," 
replied Lord Bayswater, Uu^iagj and 
ivho» through the resistless Impulse of bis 
fancy, placed four strawberry leaves, form- 
ing in part an earl's Coronet, upon a plate, 
wbich with a playfnl air he presented to 
Eosabelia. 

Hoaa, \vhose vanity was not her ex« 
pounding auxiltary upon the öccasion — 
percetved not the poet's figurative fancy» 
and with genuine naivete returned the plate, 
as with r^ponding playfulness she said«-« 
. *' I wish fbr a more fruitful affering, my 
lord>--something more substantiaL This 
plate contains merely decorating foliage." 

Instantly Lord Bayswater poured out a 
glass of water, and taking some bay leaves 
from an approximate gamish, laid all, 
with an anxious look and tremulous band, 
upon the plate which Rosa held ; to 
whose conviction this sportive emblem now 
stood unveiied ; and who, whilst she blush- 
ed, joined in the almost universal laugh, 



:itt ihe promjpt offering made at her desire» 
although per&ctly unconscious of any 
thing iB tbe Bature of seriousness being 
meant 'by tbis mirthful gallantry. But 
thete were those present who possesaed 
onore lively apprehensian upon the occa- 
«ioft.; and while sbe was assaiied from all 
-sides by show^ra of raillery's arrows, for 
lier ingenious metbod of begging the qpes- 
Hon, all mirth was suddeqly and most un* 
expectedly suspended -« Claudia Lorrain 
lüad fainted« 

Not an individual presenti but Lady 
Flowerdew and Mary, cherished even the 
shadow of a «u^piciou relative to the cause 
of Claudia's swoon ; yet eveiy one flew to 
oflfer or afibrd aid for her recovery,— more 
particularly Lord Bayswater, in whose estl- 
mation she highly stood, as one of the 
most interesting as well as amiable and 
accomplished amongst women ; when Mary 
Lorrain, in the impetuosity of her keenly 
wounded feelings, injudiciously for the de» 
licate secret o£ her sister, with marked 
vehemence re|>ulsed his assiduous efforts 
to be of use. In doing this she elicited 
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a suspicion of the fact in bis lordship's 
mmd, 'which, although flatteringly grateful 
to his vanity, inflicted a deeply feit pang 
of regret and compunction, whicfa he had 
never experienced on any similar triumph ; 
because though he could not endure the 
idea x>f Miss Lorrain sufiwing, and, well 
knowing the tenderness of her susceptibi- 
lity, trembled at the effect of inauspi- 
cious love upon her, — yet he could not 
even in the cause of humanity relinquisb 
the beautiful and enchanting Rosabella to 
restore her peace. 

Whilst aH these feelings, awakened by 
liie impr4idence of Mary, were rapidly 
agitating the bosom of Lord Bayswater, 
Lady Flowerdew, proclaiming the indispo^ 
Mtion of Claudia to have been threatening 
her the whole day, had her removed from 
public Observation to her own Chamber; 
where remaiaing with her until her reco- 
very was effected, her ladyship returned 
to the circle she had quitted, füll of deep 
regret at having suffered the captivating 
Lord Bayswater to be so much in the 
Society of the too susceptible Claudia j 
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änd ät his lordship having been invited 
to encounter the resisdess RosabeUa oa 
her present Visit. 

At length the moment in which Lady 
Eiowerdew considered it time for the ladies 
ta withdraw arrived; and after every in- 
quiry was kindly made by. all, for Mis« 
Lorrain and the still slumbering Nancy» 
as the evening was uncommonly inviting, 
they stroUed and wandered through the 
extensive conservatory^the adjoining green- 
houses, and all the allming Spots of frs^ 
grant attraction approximate to the house. 

a 

It was in one of the rambles through 
these regions of perfumes and natural beau- 
ties, that Lady Meliora and Rosa,, inad-« 
vertehtly deviating from the cöurse of their 
companions, lost them ; which on her 
ladyship perceiving, then under the inspi-* 
rations of her disappointed vanity, she in ^ 
tone expressive of her irritated feelingS;^ 
exclaimed — 

** Pray, Miss Frederick, is it that em- 
peror's intoxicating admiration, which has 
spirited you up to become such a palpable 
cpquette? I have frequently heard Mra«. 

VOL. IV. n 
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(yDomd pronwate siälßirtsi a& the'moMit 
mitedbidv^oi } a»d, upon my word^ I b^in 
to think you are a perfect illuttratton of 
Hie fact/* 

<' Co^dtte and fiirt t ! r repeated.Roea» 
hl aceents öf wouaded feeUng and asto* 
niskmeat. ^^ Pray, may I aak, what proofs 
kavd I gireo of my being iiideed an iUust 
tcatioQ cf «o amiable a combinatkm ?'' 

^^ Froofsy pretty Innocent! Why, in 
your determined flirtation with äat stupid 
Arandel; and in your indefatigabie co- 
quetry with tbat vain, as silly peer/' 

^< I cannot, firom retrospection of my 
conduct, plead ginlty to tbese formidable 
chargeBy" said Rosa* ^^ Nothii^ trän* 
spired on eitber side, in any dialogue 
I ever held with Major Arundel» that 
could be twined into llie form of fiirta« 
tion; and altbough bis ill bealth, and the 
atiractive sweetn^ss of bis manners, bave 
interested me, even from our first inter« 
TieWy most powerfully; yet the wish or 
idea of flirting with him never entered 
my Imagination, ahbough the wish of 
gaifiing bis esteem, I frankly acknowledge. 



w» formed both hy my heart and reaacm 
on eur yoyzge fram Ireland : — tdiilsty as 
to ihe male eoquette Lord Bayswatar — ** 

^^ Ayf Lord BayswaterT cried Lady 
Metiora, with a meer; ^ Lord Bays» 
water— '* 

'' l& in courtt to anawer the call of Lady 
Meliora Monson, wfaich he is so honouied 
by/' exclaimed hialordship, emerging from 
a screen of orange trees^ whicfa, uQtii that 
moment, had obscured bis approach and 
Major Amnddi'a from the ob8erratio& of 
tfaese yoong firiends, whose amity their 
cofoduct at dinner threatened with Sus- 
pension; but wfaom their presence now 
must ibr the sake of appearances prompt- 
\y reconcile» 

Rosa had been only hurt by the unkind, 
as unfounded accusations of her friend; 
her serenity was therefore instantly re« 
stored: but as the discomposure of her 
ladysbip had been formed by an assem- 
blage of passkms, the tranquillizing her 
tones, a^Gt, and agitation, could not 
rapidly be achieved* Her first impulse 
was therefore to fly from Observation } but 

D 2 
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her next was to Iure away (hat stupid Arun^ 
del ; that in ä tete d tite she might exert 
her powers for the subjugation of his heart ; 
and with all the expert management of 
a tn^ioeiivrer of the world of experience^ 
she changed her meditated route to the 
path in which Major Arundel was ad- 
vancing, and in a tone of attractive play^ 
fulness, and a mouth adorned with dimpled 
dmiles, she exclaimed«» 

** After the figurative offering at the 
dessert of this day, neither you nor I^ 
major, can in possibility remain to impede 
a tete d tite^ which we may presume must 
be wished for by his lordship." . 

Arundel, although firmly convinced 
Lord Bays water had as little. chance as 
himself of success, in a heart devoted 
to Mr. Monson, was neither pleased at 
being prevented from joining the inter- 
esting Rosa, nor at the little conside- 
ration for the delicacy of her friend, this 
manner of flying away from her evinced ; 
he yet accompanied liady Meliora, to be 
tatight still more — whilst he feit still more 
the magic of her beauty — ^to lament the 
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deforming influence of her glaring va^ 
öity. 

This tSte d Ute^ so auspicious to his views^ 
$o unexpected to his hopes, Ix>rd Bays- 
water determined to avail himself of, in- 
stantly to terminate his torturing State 
of incertitude ; and perceiving Rosabella 
was hastily bending her footsteps afler her 
fugitive friendy he entreated one moment's 
3tay, to hom)ur him with a private con* 
ference ; when, with all the trembling hopes 
and fears that ardent honourable löve in- 
Bpired, his lordship confessed his passion, 
and ofiered in seriousness his Coronet once 
more to the portionless Rosa; who» in her 
astonishtnent at an offering so whoUy un* 
expected — so highly gratifying to her va- 
nity, lost not for one moment her sus- 
ceptibility to the pity and gratitude this 
flattering suit awakened ; and whilst ro- 
seate blushes mantled her cheeks^ and her 
heart painfuUy throbbed at the ungracious 
task she was called upon to perform, she 
hastened» with every palliating delicacy 
of language, to terminate his lordship's 
hopes and his addresses. And as, even 
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to his «otreatj» that afae iieould poBtpone 
her decided rejection of him, until -he 
strove by eveiy tender assiduity to removei 
i£ posaible, her reluctance to thenr union, 
afae pronounced a firm negative; IxHid 
BayBwatier retreated firom thia inauspickms 
cmiference, in the fiill belief that her heart 
nuist be in the possesuon of another $ or 
ühe, in her dqpendent Situation, withoat 
jßven a legitimate daim to a place in 
focietj» would oever have rejected anch an 
elevating oder : and now» almost as mach 
JBortified at having sabjected himself to 
e posaible refusal» as he was heart-wrung 
at receiving it> he determined on instant 
^ht ; and precipitateljr ordering his horses» 
he sought Lady flowerdew, iidiom he cau^ 
tioasly whispered, as he fervently pressed 
her band — 

*^ I have been playing the part of a 
d— lisb idiot. The first offer of my liberty 
I was ever ^empted to make has been 
rejected ; therefore I am off to the Con- 
tinent» and if you have any commands for 
Paris, send them to Burlington Street* I 
shall set out to«morrow evening« Hea- 



Ten Uess yau, md send mi b»Gk hMxir 

Lady Movtmfew's affsctkm fcr Mks 
Lorrain caused her to ri^oic« thia offiNT 
liad bMn made, since tt waa r^ected ; for 
^»baht indedflioai vnth Iw^pes aad fear^ 
impeded tl» way of poor Clftudk^ aht 
atood no chance : mm all w€re temii»ale4» 
and having oaee medkated upoo the re^ 
«ignation of hia liberty» ahe ^tiioii^t it nOt 
impofiaible bot ka might tluiEÜL of co» 
Bidnal blias once more; and in hia firat 
krre, kindled by beauty^i influence» dia^* 
«ppointed^ afae cooaidered it adost proba- 
ble, the fedinga of that difMippointmeift 
migfat direct the next arrow of Cupid from 
theambush of unsuspecting esteem^through 
the magic lures of refined Information and 
attractive accomplishments. 

The abaence of Lord Bayswater waa 
no sooner observed» than accoufited for 
by Lady ilowerdew under a plausible 
form ; and wbüst Lady Meliora was pour- 
ing the consolation into her own wound of 
disappointment, at the loss of this coveted 
€aptive» in Rosabella's equal diaappoiat- 
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ment, Lady Flowerdew conveyed — as more 
news to amuse her dear Claudia — the in» 
formation of Lord Bayswater's rejectiony 
and CoDsequent departure. 

The secretary of Lord Flowerdew re- 
tumed asi speedily a» possible, with inteU 

ligence» that in the regiment of in- 

iantry therö were two privates, whose 
names were so very nearly similar that 
there ' was scarcely avoiding error be^ 
tween th^m :-^oue, Cornelius Mahon re^ 
ported killed in the sortie of the enemy 
on the 14th of April, at Bayonne; the 
other, ComeiUe Mahon, reported severe^ 
ly wounded, büt in the hospital and 
doing favourably. As Rosa could to an 
absolute certainty pronounce the latter 
Dame as being that of the husband of poor 
Nancy, to her was deputed the task of 
conveying this intelligence, with assur- 
ances, *^ that if she determined upon the 
fatigue and hazard of proceeding to Bay* 
onne, where yet, although his wound had 
been favourably reported, cruel disappoint» 
ment might await her, that she should 
be provided ^th. every means to make 
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her journey and voyage as little incon- 
venient as possible ; and that if she would 
spare herseif the additional fatigue and 
anxiety of making her habe the companioi) 
of her way, and confide him, as he was 
weaned^ to the protection of Lady Flow* 
erdew, she might rest assured, that every 
tender and unremitting care would be 
taken of him/* 

This task could not have been delegated 
to a more competent agent ; for Rosa im- 
parted the communication she had to con- 
vey, witKout oversetting poor Nancy by 
the tide of unexpected joy; neither did 
she make the fears, that reason suggested, 
too painful in their counterpoise to the 
hopes presented to this tenderly attached 
wife ; and, as all her susceptibilities were 
of the tnost acute nature, her gratitude 
was lit by a glowing spark of its animated 
fire j and with every expression that could 
touch the hearts of her benefactors, and 
convince them her sensibility of their 
goodness was genuine, she implored that 
their benevolence might permit her to set 
out without delayj and if they advised» 
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she would fbrego the maternal delight 
of bearing her child with her, to cheer 
poor Corny's bed of suffering, sbould 
fihe find bim livii^g ; and sbould sbe not, 
to cbeer and console her, and to teach 
her for bis bapless sake to bear tbe de- 
crees of Heaven witb Christian resigna- 
tion. As sbe made tbis promise of 
compliance witb tbe wisbes of ber bene- 
factors, sbe gazed on ber cbild witb a 
tbrilling look of anguisbed regret, and 
wept so bitterly, tbat Rosabella, quite sulv 
dued by sympatby, reported all so faith-* 
fuUy in tbe drawing room, tbat Admiral 
Oakbuiy's benevolent feelings were work- 
ed up to sucb a tone of entbusiasm, be 
vebemently declared . she sbould not be 
separated from her child — 

** No, poor afflicted young creature, sbe 
sball not,** be said, ** since you know 
her to be good, Miss Frederick, and that 
she bas incontestably evihced berself an 
afifectionate faitbful wife. Sbe sball not 
give up tbe comfort of her child's con- 
soling presence in ber anxious voyage 
of uncertainty; and to make bis accom- 
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panying häf easj, she shall go from Hamp« 
shire in tny own yacht-~>>thick haa viaited 
the Bay of Biscay before iKnr:-^and I 
will send Ben Prow and his vife to take 
every care of her and her braf y and to 
convey her «afely to the pillow of her 
brave husband; and, in case calamity 
should there await her, to bring her back 
to my house in the Isle of Wight, there 
to remain until siibdued sorrow permits 
her returning to her widowed home." 

Rosa, who, from the first moment of 
her introduction to Admiral Oakbury, had 
feit a reverehtial esteem for him, which 
his kindness to herseif had promptly ex* 
cited, now as his beneficence drew tears 
of approving sensibility to her eyes, 
almost longed to kiss his venerable cheek 
in gratitude for Nancy, to whom she eager- 
ly flew, to cheer with this new arrange- 
ment of benevolence ; and as she retired 
with her lovely countenance irradiated 
with all the animated feelings which glow- 
ed in her susceptible bosom, Lord Flower- 
dew could not bat exclaim — 

How appropriate is the messenger 



« 
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your benevolence has found ! ^he is, in- 
deedy most genial to her mission." 

** She looks and acts like Pity*s own 
ministrant seraph/' said Major Arundel. 

" Ay/* exclaimed the admiral, " give 
me a great niece like that, 'my brave boy, 
and I care not how soon I dance at your 
wedding.** 
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CHAPTER IV. 

On the subsequent moming, Nancy Mahon, 
enriched hy the bounty of the benevo- 
lent hands she had fallen into, was, with 
her child, sent off at an early hour to 
Admiral Oakbury's seat in Hampshire^ 
consigned to the care of his boatswain, 
to whom she was the beärer of Orders 
for her voyage to Bayonne ; and, upon the 
arrival of Lady Derville*s equipage, Lady 
Meliora and our heroine set out on their 
return to town; neither in animated spi« 
rits, for in no one point had her ladyship's 
vanity met its expected gratification on 
this Visit; while Rosa had met with no^ 
thing at Lord Flowerdew's to cheer the 
depression under which she had left town ; 
for she was too innately compassionate, not 
to grieve more for the pain inflicted on 
Lord Bayswater by inauspicious love, than 
to exult at the triumph of her charms* 
Admiral Oakbury and his nephew, she 
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had just heard, were going into Wales ; 
and) independent of her own regret at 
seeing them no more, she feit sorrow at 
the departure of Major Arundel, upon 
Mr. Monson's account Sympathy too, 
for her favourite Nancy Maboi\, added 
its saddening ray to cloud her cheerfuU 
ness; but above all that had occurred 
during this short visit to wound her 
feeüngs, was the inattractive form her 
beloved Meliora had appeared in ; whom, 
— although always too much under the 
dominion of vanity, to display herseif as 
a perfectly natural charaeter, — she had nei> 
ver seen so compietely transformed by 
afiectation from all her inherent fascina« 
tions; and thus dtsptrited, they sat by 
each other for some time» equally pensive, 
stlent, and sad. 

At length the reflections öf Lady Me* 
fiora^ whieh tvere those precisely to in» 
erease the malady she was smarting firoio, 
having wound her np into a State of Ir- 
ritation that could no longer hear her 
through, without evincing itaelf in ord 
petulance; and as tlmre was no witneas 
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to impede her, Betty having chosen t<^ 
mount the box with Terry, she sneeringly 
demanded — 

** Which of Miss Frederick's two late 
conquests she was pining after, that made 
her so cheerless a companion ?'* 

^* Which of my two !" responded Rosa, 
blushing, — who although thrown a little 
out of her self-possession by the unex- 
pectedness of the question, determined 
to giye her no clew to the honour Lörd 
Bayswater had distinguished her by ; well 
aware, that if her rgection of his lordship 
came to the knowledge of her beloved 
protectress, it would only augment her 
painfui suspicions and alarms relative to 
her grandson. ** Which, Lady Frances or 
Lord Beiford V 

*« Ay, I förgot them; therefore you' 
were perfectly right to remind me that 
yours is universal conquest :— but it was 
not those juveniles I thought of. No, 
t^hild, I alluded to tkat stupid Major Arun- 
del, who has completely losf all his charms, 
and all his interest, now he is no longer at 
the point of death \ and that self*sufficient 
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coxGomb Lord Bayswater» who has been 

cruel enough to do every thing in bis 

power to delude you into a belief of bis 

being expiring for you; and as soon as 

he conceiveJ the poor goose was caught in 

bis toils, be mounted bis borse and gallop- 

ed ofF to tbe echo of bis own laugbter 

at bis bumane prank. For my part, be 

had just sense sufficient to perceive I bad 

too much spirit, too mucb pride, and too 

mucb Penetration, to be wiled by bim into 

pastime for bis inordinate vanity ; and 

therefore he attempted no useless adula- 

tion to me/' 

Rosa now became still more resolute in 
her determination of not betraying tbe 
unequivocal offer his lordshij) had made 
her, since seeing and pitying— wbilst sbe 
sighed at its dark shade to perfection— 
the malady her friend was at that moment 
diseased with, she would not incre^se it bv 
such information. 

At this very moment, in which Lady 
Mehora had only just ceased giving ut- 
terance to tbe asperities of her writbing 
vanity, with correspondent tones and elp- 
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quence of coantenance, the voice of Cap« 
tain Hawk electrified her at the aide of the 
carriage, which being open, his auricular 
and ocular Observation were consequently 
unimpededi 

The apprehension of Lady Meliora at 
the poBsibillty of her having been seen in 
so disadvantageous a moment now over- 
i¥heliOed her with such evident confusion 
— ^betrayed by altemate flush and blanch 
of cheek, by faltering voice, and emban- 
rassment of manner, that even a less v^iqi 
man than this might naturally . have con« 
strued all as Symptoms of more than com- 
mon feeling for him ;. dierefore Captain 
Hawk, having no contemptible opinion of 
his own fascinations, calculated upon this 
confusion as most auspicious to his wishes ; 
and now, throwing much. more of the scs- 
ductive softnesa of the tender passion than 
he really feit for her, intD the. expression 
of his eyes and his studiously dulcet tones, 
he addressed her ladyship as if he was aU 
most coqipletely subdaed by rapture^^ at 
so uneKpectedly finding his hoped for 
traasport pf meeting her so happily antir 
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dpated, an hd ^ad <m hie way to Lord 
Howerdew'B fbr the express purpose of 
seeing her. 

«• For/* he added, " I procured my 
leave of absence solely for the purpdM of 
flying up to town» tö satifify niy painful 
anxiety» by ocular demoi»tiatioii> of how 
you were aller yotir direful illnew»" 

Lady Meliora blushed^ and looked 
pleased — fer her ^anity waa pleased. A 
long pause ensued, which the noble cap- 
tarn by no means oonstnied to his diaad- 
yantage ; but» at hngtb, with a suppliant 
air, be said-*^ 

*^ I am aboiit to take a great libeity vith 
youy Lady Mäk>ra.«^Will you permit me 
to send my horse into town by my groom» 
and allow me the honour of returning in 
the carriage with you V^ 

Lady Meliora uttered her assent tnoot 
graciously ; whilst Rosabella blushed with 
alarm, in firm belief that acquiescence in 
thia intrusion was not correct. 

Captain Hawk instantly sprung off his 
horse into the carriage, and placed bimself 
opposite to the beautiAil Mdiora, care* 
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folly to evince to her wfaat raptitre it 
afforded bim to gase npon her« 

** Fray» may I ask/' demaaded her 
ladyshipy with a half conscious smile, *^ how 
joa came to think of follo^ng lAe to Lord 
Howerdew's ? or^ rather, how yoü came to 
know of my being there f 

^^ Your amendment is correct,^' the eap* 
tain replied» with a tender smilet in judi^» 
cious diqplay of his handsome teeth; ** fot it 
miist be, how I came to know of your bdng 
at Wimbledon^ yoa wish to leam; mce 
why I came to follow y ou» you cannot but 
divine« My intdligence I had firom my 
good fiiend Dashwood.'' 

^^ li Mr. Dashwood a fHend of yoor^ 
Captain Hawk ?'^ satd Lady Meliora. 

^ Yes^ a most devoted one ; and so, 
£uth, ouj^t he : fbr, when I was first em- 
barking for the Peninsula, he was in my 
sendce, and ** 

^ The Service, you mean/^ exdaimed 
her ladyship, in alarm. 

^' No, in my service. Dashwood wai 
never a soldier ; so» the gentletnan not 
choosing to bronze his fair com|^exioa 
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in the unshaded field of warfare» I procured 
him his present Situation >vith Lord John 
Rentloi'n» an elden brother of Lord Wil- 
liam ; who> although completely dohe up 
by his los&es on the turf, and by the extra- 
vagance of his wife— who, by the way, the 
moment she found her coro sposo^s min 
was sealed> handsomely left himj no 
longer to aügment his expenses, and to 
patch him up with damage thousands— — 
buty although I say Lord John is a ruined 
man, he has been an excellent master to 
Dashwood, having put many a cool fifty 
into his pocket by his instructions on the 
turf, &c. So, when I called at the Mar» 
quis of Timberdown's to inquire for my 
friend William, Dashwood with an air of 
conspicuous exultation informed me he 
.was gone on a visit to his uncle, to be in 
the same house with you — for, entre nottSj 
it was the speculating Mr. Dashy, who 
^enf Lord William on the scent of procuring 
an introduction to yo'ir ladyship." 

** How !*' exclaimed Lady Meliora, in a 
tone of :alarmed vanity, shuddering at the 
idea of h^r fortune operating on Lord 
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William ; and, if so, as possibly on Captain 
Hawk himself. 

" Why, as it is Ho secret, I may State, 
that my friend William has been a little 
imprudent, and therefore cannot, like my- 
self and other more fortunate men, marry 
from disinterested motives — for he niust 
have a certain portion öf this world's good 
with bis conisort : so Dashy^ being a pro- 
digiously smart fellow, who makes des- 
perate havoc amongst the hearts of the 
fair Abigails of the däy, having, by nieans 
of his convenient flirtations, famous oppor- 
tunities oF much private family Information 
* — which he knows how to dispose of to 
the best advantage — has long been retainedJ 
as Lord William's intelligencer upon ma- 
trimonial speculation ; and, by the trump 
of fame, hearing of your ladyship, he com- 
muilicated to my friend William, that an 
immense fortune was arrived from Ire- 
land, with the pleasing addition — of more 
beauty than ever before feil to the lot of 
mortal." 

" Well," exclaimed her ladyship, con- 
xeitedly, whilst her cheeks betrayed the 
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tint of indignant alarm» lest her conquests 
had been achieved by golden arrows— 
** Well, and when you received ocular 
proof of the exaggeration of one State« 
ment, you took mental conviction of the 
hyperbole of the other/' 

^* Ocular demonstration could only oc- 
casion implicit confidence in the authority 
of Mn Dashwood's report/' said Captain 
Hawk: ^* but bis exaggeration, on the 
other point, was corrected by Lady Flower« 
dew : yet that, your ladyship sees, has not 
cooled the ardor of Lord William's pas« 
sion; and I can guarantee it could not, 
since yours are the coveted riche»— ^ which 
nature'si own sweet and cunning hand^ 
endowed you mtW* 

*^ Ah !" thought Rosa, ^' and such is 
the flattery that art^s own deep and cun« 
ning band lays on." Whilst Lady Meliora, 
now in the altitude of her vanity's gratifi« 
cation, playfuUy warbled forth-~ 

*< My ftce is my fortnne, sir, she said.'* 

This sportive sally of her ladyshtp's 
catted forth respcoident gaiety from Ciqs- 
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tain fia\vk ; and, to the heulte surprtse 
and vexation of Rosabellai who waa le& ta 
perforn a hhiIq o^aer ver on tbe occasiont 
sfae peroeived the professed adorer of Lord 
Montalbert carrying on a dedided flirtation 
of very serious tendeney wtth another man» 
who acrupled not, even before her, io 
playful aSBriD^tioii» to declare himself her 
ladyship's mo9t paasionate lover, and, to 
her further amaze and regret» when, at 
lengthy the coach stopped ifi^ Sloane Street» 
J^dy Mdiora invited thjs aspiring man to 
alighty and join their enfamiÜe party for 
the day. 

^^ P^haps, if I indulge myself/* said 
Captain Hawk, with a little bec<Mning he* 
»itation»^ it may not prove ^greeable to 
Lady Derville.'* 

^< Every thing that is agreeaUe to me 
is so to her/' «he repUed j " tberefore, set 
your alarms on this subject at rest'* 

Tims assured! of every favourable recep^ 
tion» Captain Hawk, now bome in air on 
hope's expanded wings, foUowed her, who» 
untutored in the world's usages» and to« 
t«Uy Ignorant of the eode of honour's laws 
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6stablished for love and courtship, believed 
all men who bowed at her shrine were to 
become the abject slaves of her caprices, 
and to be encouraged, or otherwise, in 
their submissive thraldom, just as her 
varyiiig fancy should decree ; nor. once 
bestowed a thought upon the possibilities 
that might destroy for ever the peace of a 
deserving — devoted suitor, or point a pistol 
ät the bosom of a bröther, to atone for her 
deluding pastime* 

' Captain Hawk fbund, from bis gracious 
reception, that Lady Meliora well knew 
what regulated her grandmother's favottr ; 
since now Lady Derville, having learned 
through various Channels the perils of the 
water party, and tbat she was indebted to 
Captain Hawk for the preservation of her 
idol, received him with all the gratitude 
her heart was füll of ; and which expe- 
rienced no chill through any apprehension 
of bis presuming to aim at the heart of her 
gratidaughter, since that was safe, and ir- 
revocably in the possession of Lord Mon- 
talbert. 

Lady Derville's reception of Rosabella 
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wore the gratif^ing affection of former 
times; whilst, tx) her high indignatioo, 
Mr. Sternham's wore the assuming aspf^t 
t>f sanctioned love» dirough the, wliy policy 
of impressiog ^verj one mih a b^Uei^ tb^t 
be would be an ill used. man, did ^he, ja^t 
uUimately accept him. 

Hpwever cheered and äattered Lady 
Meliora foünd herseif by the adulation of 
Captain Hawk, she yet feit the rankling 
wounds of mortified yanity so painfui in 
her bosom^ that she could not resist their 
inäuence^ and, with a sai castf c smile, she 
«xclaimed-— 

* • • * 

** I am grieved tp prove the messenger 
ofeviltidingstqyom Mr. Steri^iam j but^J 
assure you, Miss, Frederick will no longei: 
submit to your addresses» No, ambition's 
spark has been kindled in her bosom» and 
she aims laow at coiopeti^ andpr/esumptive 
heir^ to corpnets." , , 

Rosa looked on lj}dy Meliora steadfast- 
ly, and, with her mildly eloquent eyes, 
demanded— " What all this meant ?" — her 
ladyship blushed» in consciousness ; and, 
anxious to withdraw from such embarxitiss- 

VOU 1\% E 



74 ItOSABELLA. 

-rngscrutlny, hastify turning tohergtand* 
««fother, inquired for her brothers, and ihe 
O'Dbwds: 

. ^' The'CKDowds dine here, my dear/* 
"-iht rej)Ked; "Lord DerVille finda cbcHit- 
^ence only in Biyanstone Square; -WHiltt 
Mr. Monson, inveigled by bis new fWenda 
upon an extent x)f tour, I have been taugfat 
^idot to expect the honour of seeing for ten 
' days longer/* 

Rosabella blanched to the löy*« bue ät 

thisf intelligence, stnce ishe ai^ured from 

it nothing but evil for Charles;- and thi« 

change of complexion, obsef?ired by Lady 

•Meliora,'äwakened, ftr the &st time, a 

'slispicion, that her bröther A^as beloVed by 

^Äosa'; and her bosom was gladdetied 1^ 

tbis Buspicion, sisce she ' doübted not ihe 

devotion of her heart'to this' attachment 

'^öüld soon lead Kosi to leüve «the :field 

of universal conquest undisputed -to her, 

* Through this beKef htr asperities were 

Inlled— ^and, with an areh ^lanceof aecu- 

sation, she. chased our heroine from the 

room, who was töa unhappy upon Mr* 

*'Monson*B account, either to parry Kiillery 



m andure it ; for her coBscieoce was jiot 
at pe^ce. at knowing all ^hedid» aiid crni« 
triving notfakig ta extricate him from the 
evils— whatever they migRt be — ^which en- 
oompiaased him. Yet, of herseif, ahe could 
do nothiog» tior knctw she any individua} 
jto whom she could f(^el herseif at überty 
to disclose the little be had hetrayed to 
iier; and when, in tbe solitude of iier 
cbamber, sha meditated upon tbe painfiil 
aubject, she saw no step for her ta take 
but to implore Charles by letter— «ince 
their last interview convinced her of the 
inipropriety of . attempting any personal 
iiiscussion cf ai>y thing so interesting: with 
him«-*to coufide in Captain O'Dowd or 
Major Arundel, and not miadvisedly to 
preoipitutefhiiäaelf into tbe vortexof irre- 
xnediable ruiq. 

Tbia determination of eflSertng her advice 
by letter, the moment she coidd find the 
power of having it delivered to Mr. Mon* 
MO, now led her thoughts to otber letters $ 
and, with an anxious and palpitatxng heart, 
fbe made inquiry if any had arrived for her 
duriflg her absence : since she had begun 

ES 



76 ItO€ABELLA\ 

to think it very stränge that no communis 
cation had been made to her, either 
through Mr. Trench or Captain Gore, of 
£gremont; an<f, after all thät had oc- 
curred, she thought both hooor and pro- 
priety dra[ianded such ititelligence «höuld 
be conveyed to her, that she might not 
continue her afiectioiis bound in a vain 
attachment Besides, even common' ur- 
banity called for a reply to the letter 
she had addressed to Mrs. Gore upoil 
her arrival in London, and fuUy sufficient 
time had elapsed to sanction her ex- 
pectation of one ; and this uncourteous 
and mysterious silence of all these parties 
now only added to the painful disquietude 
of her bosom. 

The arts of Captain Hawk to obtain the 
woman he admired, and the fortune be 
coveted, were so subtly drawn, that, whilst 
bis profound homage was clearly percepti- 
ble to the grandaughter, it was wholly 
obscured from the grandmother and her 
chaplain. — Even from Captain and Mrs. 
O'Dowd it was carefully concealed ; and, 
so well did he play bis part of re&der- 
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ktg himself agreeable to them, that they 
eordially invited him; not only to mßke 
ene oftbeir guests at a dinner, to be given 
fey them tbe foUowing. day to- Miss Vande- 
lure,. in compliment to Lord Derville, but 
to domesticate witb tbem as often as he 
pleased during their mutual residence at 
Ereecastle's». 



TB* nö^ia^HA* 



CHAPTER V. 

To this diuner party of the ©^D6w*'lionf 
and Lady Flowerdew had been iüvitedv 
but a prior engagement led tfiem tö den 
cline it. Sir Gilbert and Lady Wilemore» 
and the Standard of Perfection^t were able» 
as they were willing, to attend ; and, when 
tbey arrived — ^with all due forms of apo- 
logy for such a liberty of intrusion, they 
introduced two nephews of her ladyshipX 
one the Gaptain Standard already men* 
tioned, the other, a younger brother of 
his, a lately liberated prisoner from France, 
a lieutenant in the navy, and, like hia 
brother, in expectation of a reduction to 
half-pay. He waa instracted by his wily 
aunt to fall desperately in love with Lady 
Meliora Monson, under cotnpact with 
his brother, fbr eaeh to try their good 
fortune with her ladyship, and, after « 
persevering siege of a fortnight, the least 
likely to meet success in the speculatioit 
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ws^ tQ withdraw j&om the pursuit, to follow 
sami^>9iber proinisi,£^ gäine, that their good 
:|UPt would by tbat time bave started for 

T^us instructed» a»d thus resolyed, 
^::twjc^ry<)üi]g WiS^i'riOTs arrivjed in. Albe«: 
ipjirieJStriset) v^bc^re Captain Standard per- 
£ßrf9€d loT^: in rapid advance, and Mt. 
E^w^d Standard all t^e, sy;npto9i? o^ 
jiif^4l at: first sight, tfi such a i^iracle» tb{^ 
La4y Melipra was in ^cstasi^» of delig^t > 
ins aj^ißf now moppp^^i?^. a|l, the hom^gi 
VßiY^ w.hat. was yery pptiently spared. l^ 

Qjpsa^ellfi, ftpcfi hs» despwficl' appl, al^ 

phamJcMr. F^3^(ffiaft was tjl?e a^^g 9i5 
her churiiui. 

^i^ner p«t3r» bj^?» Mrs,.Al|\f 9sfhy, -verft 
her t[WQ partic^^jc friendg,. J!^ 4<i>nes aud 
i^ifA Acres, ])di33 Jonepi havi^g th^^ 
momfDfi ^o/»?Jy, arrang^d an elpfifin^RJt 

Qared littli? ^Qf the a^tentipp of othgr; 
ll«Mfx^ bijt, nftt SP resigB^, v^ I^is^ 
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Acres, fbr she was almost as inforiatecf at 
Lady Meliora's raonopoly of admiratiön, as 
she liad been the day of their narrowly ea- 
caped submersion at the parsimony of her 
brother; and she pouted and scolded so 
ihucfa at the stupidity of the. party, and 
expressed her wonder so audibly— ** at 
what people could mean, by hauling people 
oüt of liheir. oYttt comfortable hbuses, or 
trom their own pursuits, to regale them 
"with faUing asleep, or getting lock-jaws,*^ 
that Mrs. AUworthy was repeafedly com^ 
pelled to remind her,. ** that, if she wair 
not less audible in her murmurs,'she would 
ofiend her kind entertainers, who certainly 
were not to blame, because the attraction» 
of önei o£ their guests drew off the atten- 
tion of the beaux they had invited.'* 

But Miss Acres cared not whom she of^* 
fended ; and more than once had the te- 
merity to propose, demurely, to Mrs; 
O^Dowd, to invite some of the waiters to 
join their party, as they looked dashing, 
and might enliven the enntd of their circle j 
and, when the gentlemen rejoined the la- 
dies after' diiiner, Miss Acres first per*-* 
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ibrming an audibl^ y&wn, electiifying to 
the poütesse of all present, sei^ed Mr.; 
Sternham (who happened to be striding 
across the room, to enthrpne himself on 
a vacant seat by Rosabella) around the 
neck, and to bis infinite consternation and 
distnay, växo conceived a paroxysm of an 
alarming nature was corae upon her, whirU 
ed him round and round, declaring, ^' he 
mu8t,.through compassion, waltz with her, 
to save her from anumpending lethargy.V 
The moment her light ||roject was con- 
fessed to the appalled ears of Mr. Stern« 
bam, he threw her froqi him witb.adegree 
of indignant yiolence, u that nothing could 
extenuate; which so enraged the easily 
irritated young lady^ that she vehemently 
^eclared, ^' he had dislocated eyery Joint 
in her frame/' and-bursting into an hys« 
teric fit of spbbipg, unceremoniously pro- 
nounced him <* an executioner, accustom- 
ed to rack people for confessions, and 
whO' had taken reü^e in Ireland, . after 
the abplition of the inquisition on the 
Feninsula." Then suddenly turning to 
Rosabella, she. esclaimed*-« 

» 5- 



dead womata y for liieMl ßlat^ an aufe^ da^ß 
öf yotf, fof his bafbäj^ou& pan^ifAe, fKe very 
im act of cofflpaööio» ybtf i^eques« hii» 
ta perfbrm. Ay, I see iiiquisitorial flame» 
flatihing through his very eyes.'* 

Rosa, whose recoiling antipathy ta this 
nngenial wooer reqiMred ilo i»eehti^e to 
increase it, had been so »hocked afid 
disgusted by fei« unbecomiHg, uncle- 
rical violence, that she eagerfy sei^ed 
tiris opporttmity ef publicly cotitriadicting 
all that the crafty mäncraviing' ot Mri 
Sternham had been itldefätigably insiftu- 
ätitig through thef day, and calmly said-^ 
" Y6ur humanity, Miss Aöfes, need 
experience ttö kind of alarm for my Mft 
from Mr. Stern ham, sinee I am under 
no engagement of the natnre you ap- 
prehend; aQd ailer your kind warning, 
there can exist no chance in pössibility 
I ever should." 

< 

" As I am too giddy-brained älreädy, 
to increase the vertigo of my poor pe* 
licraniüm, you must excuse my waltzing 
with you, Miss Acres/** exclaimed Mrs. 






«ba^e, if ]4i« cm8$(pis| ancl pasjtiip«^:^;^ 

to t)0 I^d {isgid/9 for tbose of a. flegepe- 
rate. apd. a epnq«ere4 pöople } and ;f yo^ 
«ftH be.pati^«^ f qwgh to suj)ii\it to s^cb 
« ^|)^, a$ e^S^pg in a coa^try d/^ce 
^ l^anish youi? tethar^, I tfaii^k we cap, 
^oflftrive *x fw 8«^vf!$ «pm^* a», Lady 
Melio» im« Qply 4afW» wiöi one pattney 
at a time." . : , 

I9y \t9l999 a^^ att 4il^lff pated : hpwever, 
I'll try MlJh<i I qm a^iey?, if ypu do not 
intend it ibr a b^r danc€|;^:V.^d here^ 
qußting ap identifying saroa^tic :glance 
a<; Mc« St^rQhapi» hastily cpmmenced the 
restoratian flf hi^r counten^n^^ to^good 
bumoQr. 

'* And as a further spe^s^fic agaJBAt le« 
tbargic in^u^ncß, Mis^ Acr^/' said Cap« 
tain CVDpwdf smiling» ^^ ere you bave 
occasioQ to wish agasn for the intervention 
ofBXXj.oi the ^hiskerandoed Ganymedes of 
Jove Freecastle, tQ facilitate an enlivenjng 
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change of pastimes» I trust two brave 
mesfimateä of mine may arrive, Mfho were 
iinlückiiy engaged at dinner, but wha 
promised to jöin us early m the evening*"^ 
Upon Mr. Edward Standard inquiring^, 
if tbey had been bis messmates also, Cap-» 
tain O'Dowd ännounced them ad Captains 
Duncombe and Neville: when tbe tfephew» 
of Lady WileiAore, well knowing tbem 
to be as attractive in appearance as tbey 
were heroic in arms, cast a look of con* 
doling alarm on each other. 

Muaieians being easily prociu^d, the 
party almost immediately commeDced 
danclng, - when to the infinite cÄsmay of 
Lady Wflfemore, 'she discovered a great 
error in- her generalship ; for, by her 
manoeuvring te^jitevent either of her ne- 
phews from (*taining the band of the 
portionless Rosabella, she had inadvertent- 
V left her to the .same advantage she had 
been contriving 'for her- niece, offi^Uing 
to the sh'are of'onfe of ♦ the expected re- 
cruits ; but always • f^rompt in rectifying 
^^rors, she flewYrom the set, seized Rosa's 
^ ' and drew her out to take her place 
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fts Partner to Captain.O*Dowd> deolfringi 
^^ sbe would clahce with her dear Alinda.f^ 
Captain and Mrs; O'Döwd both dev» 
loping the design of this 'manceavre, in 
i^mpathetiö leeling deteffimined ta foil faev 
arts j gince in tlie ßrst place, wishing to 
make tbe everiing pleuant^to tbe two ex- 
pected yottng men, whonr tiiey. had helä 
out grea^ lures to attvact from their dinner 
party» they had aided in keepihg onö öf 
their ürsk rate beautie^ disengaged as 
a partner föd one pf them^ md ur- Üie 
seoond, RoflEi:being high in theiclettinia-^ 
ticna, aüd>Mrs. O'DoMrd knowiiig her de4 
peBdent Situation, they had cherisfaed a 
atrong hope^ tfaat one of these naval heroes 
might become her seriotts capttve. Capi 
tain O'pöwd tberefore flew afler Lady 
Wilemore^declaring he wouldnot relinquish 
the hoiiour of her band, without calling Sir 
Gilbert put to make atonement for her 
ladyship's mortifying 'dereüction ; whilst 
Mrs» O'Dowd, with a thousand apolögies 
for her inadvertehtly accepting a partner 
whilst Miss Standard was unprovided fbr, 
insisted upon making a transfer of Mri 
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ft. merrily vith &er. firieod'EMft } aiMl so 
Wien did the O^Dcyvfda exficuter tke. ma- 
nag^ment o£ their . caunikerplot, tfaat they 
carried tbeir päml agaioat; all tii& toanioeu^ 
vriog of be^ sillftle kdyahip ; whöi» ho^^ 
evvn, ffi'she ^wtixned to her stebicsi in 
ihe ! mexry danee. with Csptgusi 0'£kivd| 
liad tbe »atisfaetion. .cf eselaiwtag,. iii a£r. 
&ctfidgaiety^ 
.:^^3%.ilaB6y vais. alvajM 8 alf tfaiog! 
I hope^imjr @oed 'captainy if yonare in* 
cüned to jealoisy^ thsit you.petceive no« 
tbing au^iorau&.in this tranaftr öi yooi 
wife^s partber*-*^noiv you louMr tbe twa ex* 
peeted beroea fst^/, as a matt^ o£ Gopyse» 
aelect tbe fair aaaociatea." 

A very few mooieiita nore elapsed ece 
tbe two captains entered ^ vben tbeir 
bost inviting tbem to join in tbe«amuae^ 
ment» tbey baatened ta verify Lady 
Wilemore's prediction. Captain Dan* 
combe, being a strict obaerrer of ^1 tbe 
forma of propriety» did violence to bia 
forcibly attracted fancy, by requestiog tbe 
bonour of Mrs. O'Dowd'a band, but at 



tiie same time secttrrng her intereat with 
Iter fair fiiettd for the Hext two dances j 
whilst Rosa feil to the lot of Captain 
Ne vilte, whö with a ^tntle» as he took h» 
place in the set, sakJ m an andible vöice— ^ 

•• Tou see, O'^Dowd, I prcse^ve my 
Charter. I am the man of Itick, you know, 
Never out of my element, you say J* 

Asr Captafai NeviHe uttered thisr, Mr. 
Stemhamv w^o t^sd bee» raging :at the 
imexpeeted prc^iositkm for ^anck^ sinoe; 
haviBg alwaya passed his 4tern censoce 
lipon it ad a recreation', he eould:hat^ in 
pössibilky, joiii in it to secure Rosa himk 
delf-*-f>recipitately quitted the raom« 

But this admiralion ivhiclt thns chaseä 
Mr« Stemham ßtom the höude, with thod^of 
Captain DiMconibe^s cofospicuöasly supeivl 
added» proved no source of gratulation td 
poor Rosabella i since the nnofuivocal 
preference these yonng men gave to her 
eharms, beyond those of any other lady't 
present— the respectfbl anxious homa^ 
they evmced to her, whilst gratifying to 
the O'Dowds, came like the sirocco's 
blight to the never slumbering speculatioos 
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of Lady Wilemore for her niece, — awaken« 
ed tbe malicious envy of Miss Acres ;^ and: 
we grieve to. add, envy too,« in a heart. 
where many a lovely blossom of exceW 
lence was planted^^ — ^but where the noxious^ 
weeds of vanity were scattering fast tbeir 
periHcious^ germes, even in that of Lady 
Meliora. 

The moment tibis d^plorably vain>yottng 
woman found there werß more conquest» 
worth making, to be thrown in her all; 
eonquering vi^^ tho$e ^e feit convictionK 
of häving secured became comparatively« 
insignificant in her. eyes^ ^d her deter^ 
mination was^.to add, at the first glance 
she condescended to turn up<m th^n, these 
imval heroes to hjär growiog Jiat of hope^ 
less adorers^ But eyery gUn^qe of her- 
brilliant ey es, armed with ; loye's potent 
darts, proved successless } for Rosa mo« 
nopolized every look and every thought of 
Captains Duncombe and Neville^ even 
after Lady Wilemore had conveyed to 
their auricular faculty, . that poor pretty 
simple Miss Frederick was the humble 
companioa of Lady Meliora Monson« . 
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Lady Meliora sustained witb^ fortiittde" 
tfae' first engagement of Rosa with Clt{>taiti' 
Neville, since thal vizs Inevkable tbtoiigKr 
existing circumstances ; but wbön > she 
found her the decided ehoiee öf even the 
stitt hamisonier hero Duncombe for tiliö5 

next two dänces^ and the £d:ternale parth^t» 
of eapb as long as fhey continued en-'' 
gaged utider the banners of^ TerpMcbote; 
fhat they sat by her at supper, and that 
she heard Captain Duncombe say to Cap-^ 
tain O'Dowd) ^^' tbat even in Georgia' a.mb 
CüFcassia he had not behend beauty- to 
ßqual Miss Frederick's» nor in any dime 
manners to fascinate like hersV her mor« 
tification awakened the excruciating pangs 
af envy in her tortured bosom. 

At iengtb, Lady Meliora^ unsd[>fe' to «vs«^ 
tain the agony. of her feelings wlthout' 
betraying tbe source of tbeir Irritation— 
as a concomitant evil^ ever in attendance 
upoa the narturing of any balefial passion 
— -^waa compelled to the degrading sub'i^ 
terfuge of falsehood ibr her shield ; and. 
whilst dissolved in the tears of discomfited 
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iW»|yix #?: J^tTMcI^. thff dagget- ot sXaxm 
ipitb« feow»; <rf h^ .adoriqg, giand- 

m<^hm,. by- w9ou»#»Pgj hewelf as exrr 
1^ o»ly se!QiH»d(hß»>wft&|U^gft ixQv^ det^o 

icifugfL ini h«K; U«d &ftmi.«U ^ ^rigid^ 

aoti.w«baufi^]«»ag her dMttogk. < . 

the deeply ^nnindtf^ xaiMligr -a€: lba49riitf'«t> 

«ooi Captttn Sawk (iispl»y«di. afc «Ito iite 
e^ iUigaaB . agmi, .aamiüvgr« hes $^ ^\ ^wi^ 
oatlgn tiH&:SHnbeaa»yto j9haaQ!hGl('00:,lM«^iia9i 
bome^ sltti p»\*ed(. iM> ;\eiffi: .oomfitoinUi^ 
eompswpioat i»j h&t .aQ»oii»;.'6)»(iwb ;;: wbo- 
bowereiv or<e- äie^n neadut^ Stdatue JSl|ra«(> 
Ilad % sucqpickft «Hwlaeil^d. pf. Ufi. ^«Hj^ 
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eamed^i^iuddeii^flMi ^ ot teaa»g ; and now; 

Bpmm6ss she* so* spariBglj^ ^cmididseeiiiieEeHi 
to^ thnip tend^ imiuine» o^alarmedcsolb 
eilKidbi 

As this suspicion at lengtli oeq^veA Cba^ 
dtpen^b ef- beU<^ 1l^ftan#fr^tipS6>kita 
seriem» Üllbees^ -neveh Itdl^- ir- 1^ hoäem 

«ii!ime!r1;batf tnedieftl siii she^bad tatkedföf 

flMrtäfcflEtiofn^ tö La^' Metierai^ wbo aiMr by 
Ü' lüie tn&th< WM d^velbpi^d;' ÜiDd new^ in 
idfeiria cf bavöig it' däeeVered^ fha& envjr 
WMh tbe^ Murca dflP^'bep men^ atalady^ k 
became ber anxious aim to pfey tbe i^ck 
woaaBH wkfc better- effi^ tbsm dbe had 
beföona meeeedbd in ; » measur e she feit 
9MK sevoe psflgs- cff fiepentance ftrba^ 
Big ^dbptei^. Oft. tfec arrivaP of liW^Bfeiv 
Tflfey ^Kty bad? refxmiii«d^ m ^Ibemarle 
9l!reet ««rtfil tbe ar rfral ^f Sl^^ iSlwoFtby"^ 
equipiage; and' wbar, eotmug to ihqiiife at 
bis^ 9rstei^s ebamber doer, bow sbe fbund 
bersdfi sddcfd^^ 
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^' Wdl, you mu8t contrive to sleep- oflT 
jova fatigi^e, and with it your teiideiicy ta 
älness; ibr you must botb, yoimg ladies» 
arise ^itÜ the hivk^ ia the habest zenitb 
q£ youf ebarms» to ß>xm two ©f a delect* 
able party, projected. after your departure» 
fot Windsor/'. : 

Tbe mental pangs of Lady Meliora now 
beconfe tortuting, at baving performed so 
peitinaciöus)y the part of a sick woman^ 
thät she fe^red dhe could not with any 
degree of plausibflity recover sufiiciently 
to undertake this inorease of subduing 
latigue. ; bat sooa her brother, by increas-^ 
uig her real mal((dy, diminished her wlflb 
of forming one of this party i for bis laixU 
ship cQBtinued — 

** To youi our tovely: Rose,\otyr gra- 
titude is debtor for this delidoas party,v 
S}nce it was the proposition of Captain» 
Duncombe y and althoug^i. renowned a» 
a hero he m^y be, he is but a sballow po» 
litician>. as it cequiced but little sagacity to^ 
&thoin bis poIiUcs» and to scent out it.was 
yourfascinations^that set him wild ta. sail 
about the world, in quest .of opportunitiea^ 
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trf^feasting his eyes upon yoiir all «Kibdulng 
charms. So the ^eeply «mitten Strephon 
proposed our eetting • off to-morrow for 
some days into Berkshire, Xo nee Windsor, 
White Knights« &c« and invited the whole 
party to make his house our inn during 
our excursion— since h^ has, it seems, a 
beautiful place on the skirts of Windsor 
Forest — and if grandam should not choose 
to gOj the O'Dowds will take charge of 
jou both, and convey you in a smart lan- 
dau tbey faave got from Leader, whilst 
their own superh one k Building« But 
"whether we are to have the felicity of the 
Standard of Perfection's presence to crown 
our deh'ghts, I know not; for the gruff 
knight ran restive, and woüld not draw his 
icoach out; and although that notable 
dame, his spouse, nearly suffocated me 
with suppressed risibility at her manoeuv- 
ring, to billet herseif and hopefuls on any 
Icind accommodators ; she succeeded no 
further at present, than in procuring a 
place for her nephcw the sailor, in Captain 
Duncombe's carriage, with him and Ne- 
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viUe. And now, 6on -$oir; 8leep indus* 
triously, that you mayarise in good iinre, 
and in the most brüliant biumish <if traa* 
i^ce&deat beauty«'" 
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BuT Lady Meltora detenriined she would 
neithersleepherself ihdustriausly, not suf- 
"fer hjer all-9übdaing friend to do «o ; or do 
any thing industriously, but contrive vex- 
^tion -and fa'oüble for those around her j 
for so corripletely liad the ** foul fiend'^* 
TEßvy taken possession of her bosom, that 
all her iniiate goodness, her affection, her 
^encFOsity, her gratitude, seemed chased 
at once. In the bitter asperity of this 
'l)aleful ]>assidn, she determined Captain 
Duncomfoe should be disappointed, and 
Hosa bereaved öf ttie trmmph of being 
adulated as que^n of the revels, by and 
through the homage of the master of the 
mansion where the party were to be enter- 
tained; nor could all the compunctious 
feelingSy which shpt through her upbraiding 
heart, at thfe idea of perhaps preventing 
the iasulated portionless friend of her life 
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from forming an advantageous and happy 
Union, find effect. 

In conformity with this intention of 
performing the dire and odious inspira« 
tions of her envy, she informed Lady 
Derville she was infinitely too much indis- 
iposed, to render it possible to comply with 
iier brother's kind wisfa» for her attempt- 
ing to form one of this party in con- 
teraplation. 

Lady Derville now feit terror the most 
poignant assail her bosom/ through the 
alarmed conviction, tfaat her darling must 
be absolutely under the dominion of serious 
sickness» or she would not thus decidedly 
yield up the prospect of so delightful an 
excursion ; and through the Inspiration of 
her apprehension she exclaimed — 

" I had better tlien, my dear child, lose 
not another moment in summoning Doctor 
Baillie to restore your health.'* 

" Oh ! not to-night, dear grandmama, 
but in the morning, if I am not benefited 
by a night of rest, it Avill, 1 fear, be neces- 
sary. But you, Rosa— you, who have no 
ailments : — you, who are tlie idöl »et up 
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for this briUiant occasiöD, yoa have no- 
thing to prevent your acccmpanying your 
wonderfully attached fiiends, tfae O^Dawds^ 
to try if you cannot improve this grand 
conquest you have inade, into something 
more advantageous, than your old Ravens» 
wood friends cöuld manage for you.** 

" My beloved Meliora/* retumed Rosa, 
with a heart saddened by sorrow, at tbe 
conviction, now painfuUy introduced to her 
bosom, of the nature of her friend's ttiSL- 
lady ; ** my beloved Meliora may rest as- 
sured, that whilst illness hovers near her, I 
shall not be drawn from afiection's post by 
any new friends,— shall not forget that vast 
debt of gratitude, my heart, in unfaltering 
duty, must ever pant to pay to my in- 
valuable Ravenswood friends, through any 
hire of promised advantage ; was it even 
presented to me in a more certain form, 
than the probably tfansient fancy of an ac- 
quaintance of a few hours." 

The heart of Lady Meliora thrilled pain- 
fully ; and for a moment her struggle was 
powerful between her deforming envy and 
her natural feelings, which prompted her 

VOL. IV, "P 
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to clasp her friend to her bosoni, and pro- 
nouQce she mur.i go to Windsor ; but envy 
conquered, — ^and she remained ungracious- 
ly silent : when Lady Derville, subdued to 
every tone of forraer tenderness by Rosa- 
beUa's afFectionate declaration, and Struck 
with a foreboding pang of apprehension, 
that all was not at this moment in a State 
to merit approbation in her darling's niind» 

gravely said 

** Should we in the morning find the at- 
tendance of a physician unnecessary, there 
can then exist no cause whatever for Rosa's 
not accompanying the O'Dowds. It is 
my earnest wish, to see my dear protegee 
eligibly settled ; for the uncertainty of hu- 
man life can not insure her my protection 
always : and since, unfortunately,. she can- 
not conaply with my eai^nest wish of making 
the inestimable Mn Sternham happy, I am 
mclined to form a new wish, that she should 
try her fortune here, and improve the fa- 
vourable impression she has beyond all 
doubt made upon this amiable, affluent, 
^asmg, ^^d extremely handsome cap. 
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'^ I fear I shall not Ibe better to-morrow» 
graiidmaina/' said Lady Meliora: for in 
her bosom was the conviction that she 
waukl not ; as Lady Derville had aug-^ 
mented her malady, by her testimony o£ 
the Impression Rosa had made upon a man 
her vanity had panted to Captivate. 

And now, wholly under the dominion of 
this diabolical passion, which shrinks from 
nothing ignoble, — ^nothing of cruelty, dis* 
honour, and of falsehood — to accoinplish itB 
own vindictive purposes, Lady Mdiora at 
length sent her adoring, infirm, and vene- 
rable grandmother to a sleepless pillow, to 
brood over the expected illness of this idol ; 
who herseif performed her vigil, to plan 
and prqject specious appearances of real 
indisposition, to detain oür heroine from 
this impending party. But these plans and 
projects were useless expenditure of time 
and ingenuify; since the pre-occupied 
heart of Rosabella could only shrink from 
the idea of improving to seiious attach- 
ment the favourable impressiön she had 
made upon Captain Duncombe. 

The night of writhing mortific^tion pass- 
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ed hf Lady Meliora gtiVe to l^et'-ivppöä.r- 
dßcö t^ö alarmitig asjpect for her pürf>öBe; 
ätid, at early dawn» a messenger was dis«- 
p^ched ibr Doctor BaiHie, by the teriified 
gratiidtfidther ; when, to the infinite relief 
öf the ycmng lady, who feared hie in«- 
vincible Penetration should delve into her 
mefttal malady, as experdy as into tbose of 
the human frtiine, — word was retumed, 
^^ that this celebrated physician was in at- 
tendance at Windsor ;" and now, in one of 
her politically assumed froward humours, 
her grandmother had ever at tjmes been 
accustomed to^ she - positively declined 
seeing any otber of the sons of i£scu<» 
lapius. 

" For I now feel convinced,** die said, 
^' that Rosa's kind nursing will be quite 
sufficient for me.*' ' 

" But Rosa I wish should go to Wind- 
sor/' • replied Lady Derville. •* Womld it 
not be cruelty and selfishness to detain 
her, Meliora, when yo« feel conviction, 
that medical aid is unnecessary for you?'* 

** The cruelty is of my own infliction, 
»adam,** said Rosabella, firmly; " since 
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nothing but youf absolute oommand shaU 
Bead me frem her ; aad the aelfisbness iniae 
thit chains me to the stde of my £rtaii^ 
aa long as she requiras my care/' 

^ Meliora/' said Lady DerviUe, <' I 
tmst you will remember all tfai»; and 
wkat a probable sacrifice pf incalculabla 
advantages Boaa bas thua made, in friand» 
ahip to you." 

Lady Meliora did remamber it ; since it 
never was absent from her tbougbte tha 
whole day : it incessantly smote her heart» 
but to no e£kcttve purpose; for tha do^ 
minion c^ her baleful passioo was not 
at present to be overthrown ; and her seif- 
upbraidings only increased the irritation of 
ber temper, and poor Rosa'a difficulty 
of doing or sayiog any thing to plcasa 
her. 

After proclaiming herself so ill as to 
require the aid of a physicians and the 
sacrifices her friend had made, Lady Mei* 
liora could not in possibility quit her chami- 
ber that day^ and when she beheld how 
auspicious the weather proved for that exi* 
cursion, which but for herself sdie might 
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have formed one of, repentance com- 
menced its Operation on her mind; and 
loon she began to conceive» that probabl^ 
$he had, by her own injudicious manage* 
menty lost the glorious opportunity of win- 
ning a decided conquest from this aU^ 
aubduing Rosabella ; since a seccmd inter- 
view might have led to the conyiction of 
her superior charms. But to correct this 
error in judgment, and recover this lost 
opportunity of restoring her fallen conse- 
quence by a glaring triumph, she knew 
not how to accomplish, without betra3dng 
her own besetting sin, and aeknowlei^ng 
ill temper her ailment ; and the increase 
of irritation this new belief and repentance 
occasioned, nearly threw her into that 
State she had been almost wishing, through 
the night, that moming might find her in. 

Rosa, with all the gentle affectionate' 
kindness of her nature, attempted various 
means for beguiling the time of this self- 
dubbed invalide ; but still, still to no pur- 
pose. The suf&ring child of -^nvy could 
not be comforted. 

At length, after a knock at the door 
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had prociaimed a visitor, Betty appeared 
to announce, that Captain Hawk was be- 
low. 

** Captain Hawk !'* Lady MelioFa ex- 
qlaimed, in a tone of vexation that she had 
not manoeuvred to get down to the drawing 
rootn, since he was come. *• Why, I thought 
for a certainty, that he must have formed 
one of this fine party. How excessively 
rüde not to ask him to join it !'' 

» *f Why was Captain Hawk let in/' de- 
manded Lady Derville, *^ when I issued 
an Order for no one to be admitted ?'' 

" My lady, he admitted himself/* Betty 
replied; ^^ for he would take no denial; 
foT he said, * it was his heart that was 
bent on seeing Miss Frederick/ which 
myself thinks was a queer thing to teil the 
^Anan; so he desired his compliments 
might be conveyed to Miss Frederick, 
with his earnest entreaty, that she wouM 
honour him by a five roinutes' cotiference." 

Lady Meliora blushed to the deepest 
tint of vermilion, and then blanched to 
thß lily^s hue, as she faltered out— 
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^^ Come Jiere to call on Rosa ! What, is 
he another of your universal conquests, 
alLsubduing Rosa? or is he the embas« 
sador of an imperial mi^on ?'' 

*< Madam," asked Rosabella calmly, 
^^ shall I, or aot» go down to answer 
Captain Hawk's inquirie» for Iiady Me- 
liora?" 

^^ Certainly» my dear» go down to faim ; 
for as his kind aoiicitude leads Um not 
to feel satisfi^d with the bulletin of tiie 
servantSy it would be uncivil and unkind,. 
not to comply with bis. requesf 

Rosa in consequence descended to the 
drawing room, to answer those inquiriea 
she doubted not ^he wa3 snmmoned for; 
and ailer faaving answered them briefly, 
she wondered Captain Hawk evinced no 
Intention of departure ; bat he was too ex* 
perienced a general not to loiter, and by 
bis studied abstraction» and repetition of 
inquiry, to impress on the mind of her 
he concluded tp be the confidant of tbe 
object of hi$ pursuit, the depth of that 
interest he feit for her friend j which he 
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took care to let her know had caused 
his yielding the pleasures of the party he 
had been pret»ed to join. 

Büt he loitered so long, that at length 
Lady Meliora became as impatient for his 
departure as our heroine her^elf ; and hef 
un^^iness at the long protract^d ab«ence 
of B.osabella, whom ahe pretendßd she 
wanted to go to Lady Flowerdew's mil- 
Kner^s, to buy a Virgin of the Sun's veil, 
for her to wear at the approaehing Jüte^ 
induced Lady Derville hertelf to descend 
and break up the Conference, 1^ sending 
Rosa to her friend. 

** Well, child, I conclude every pndt- 
mtnary must have been iirranged by this 
tiQrie, between you and your new suitor/' 
Said Lady Meliora, in a tone betraying 
chagrin, whilst afiecting gaiety« 

^ Upon my worcj/' Rosa replied, ^^ we 
have parted irithout settling any thing,r^ 
even the poor man's mind, relative to 
the degree of cnredit he might, could, 
shöuld, or wcmld, hpnour my testimony 
relative to your ladyship's heolth with} 
for he examined and ero8s*examiiied me» 
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until I was completely weary of repetition's 
catechism/' 

^< Why, what did the man say, that could 
in possibility weary you, Rosa ?*' demanded 
Lady Meliora, in accents of more har- 
monized tranquillity. 

Rosa repeated all, since she thought 
this might afibrd her an opportunity of 
venturing a little advice to her imprudent 
friend, relative to her reprehensible flirta- 
tion with this man. 

** Well, child, as we cannot convict 
poor Captain Hawk of inebriation so 
early in the day, what can we convict 
him ofr* 

** Why, dearly of being over head and 
ears in love with your igni& fatims lady- 
ship/' 

" In love wiA me, child ! Oh ! no, you 
mistake. No, it is with yourself you mean: 
— no one is in love with me, you find, 
but tastekss Lord Montalbert/' 
. ^^ Do not afiect to plead ignorance," 
Said Rosabella gravely, ^^ in what you are 
perfectly conscious of ; and which — ^for- 
give what I am about to say, since it is 
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iospired by that very attachment you 
profess for Lord Montalbert — and whicfa, 
I grieve to say, my dear Meliora, you have 
aided greatly to encourage/^ 

** What!" exclaimed her ladyship, blush* 
ing with indignant pride, '^ do you mean 
to insinuate, Miss Frederick, that no man 
could fall in love with me, without my en» 
couraging aid ta such a difficult achieve- 
ment T 

^^ Assuredly, no/' Rosa quietly answer- 
ed } " but in the vivacity of your nature 
you have inadvertently &nned. the flame 
in this man^ bosom, by attending to him 
with encoutaging complacency, • nntil it 
has becöme one of such a: serious nature^ 
that it may be found difficult to extin- 
guish.'^ 

** Well/* replied Lady Meliöra, ** and 
^hat care I.for that? It.cannot be ex- 
pected of beauty to perform the drudgery 
of carrying bucketslike the Danaides, fc» 
the ineffectual attempt of extinguishing 
the flames we kindle^'^ 

^ Certainly not,^ since in many cases, 
Hke the efforta of the poor Danaides» it 
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might prove labour in vain ; but stille kind 
bumanitgr migbt allow you sometimes bb- 
nignly to plug the buckets, and allow you 
to convey a litüe water of discouragement 
to the heart of a deserving man, to prevent 
the demcditicm of his happinecis ; more par« 
ticularly i£ you were yourtelf in danger of 
being soorched a Itttle by Ihe flame that is 
eonsuming hinHb" 

**There exists no danger,** repliedLady 
Meliora, contemptuously, '* of my being 
soorched by the flame that is conamning 
Captain Hawk.*' 

'^ I hqpe tkere is not» «nee your attach- 
ment to Lord MoQtalbert must prove your 
shield; but yet/ you know not to what 
a preeipice thistmon your part thoughtless 
— flirtation may lead you. What, my dear 
Meliora, should you feel, if it entmpped 
you in the toik öf honour, from whicfa 
neither the fangs of the Jaw nor influeocc 
of equity could allow you to Escape, eveo 
when Lord Montalbcrt should ntucn tO 
woo you for bis bride ?'* . 

^ Do not croak like the räven, plray,** 
said Lady Meliora» haughtily. ^^ The note 
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gratC6 on my eers> jmd tin^ ficrrsi' is un« 
becoming to yoü :' tfaerriS^re ■ keep on yöur 
own, chüdJ* 

*f That of Lady Meliora Moiuion's ham* 
ble companion :«<^too bombte to aspire to 
her .fciendsyp^r;)Well tho^ be it so,'" vt^ 
spondfid Roskbella^ as the rmüg foöd of 
woimded affection's teacs kd her to a pre- 
dpitate flight from the rooin« 

Lady Meliora was shocked, was terrified» 
as her heart emote her for this unprovoked 
iinkindneM to her dear and amiable Ro« 
sabella ; änd conriction arose to her 
mind^ of its rapidly increasing deformities. 
Yet^ in the moment her vanity was 
writhing with all the scorpion stings of 
unexpected mortification, she could not 
band to Rosa, to her rival, — she, who was 
sucking all the sweets from the flowers 
of her hopes, from the hive in which 
she had concentrated all the joys of life — 
the hive of admiration, where she was 
to reign sole queen. No, Lady Meliora 
was not suflSciently humbled, — ^the tone of 
her horror at herseif was not yet deep 
enough, to lead her through the path of 
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penitence to tfae rising ground of reforma- 
tion ; and although she beheld her errors, 
the aibitrary power of her ever uncontrolU 
ed spirit and self-ünportance would not 
permit her to confess herseif in faulte 
implore the forgiveness of her amiable 
iriendy endeavour at the siibjugation of 
her baleful envy, and leam resigpiation 
to the unexpected misery of having the 
beauty of Rosabella preferred to hers. 

And now, in the irritation of her mind, 
as she would not pursue the right path 
to restore the sunbeams of internal ap- 
probation's genial tranquillity, all her lady- 
ship could do, was bitterly to weep in vex- 
ation, and in the very highest flood of her 
tears she was foiind by her grandmother^ 
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CHAPTER VII. 

** My child ! my idol !*' exclaitned Lady' 
Derville, " what under Heaven can ail 
you ? Ah ! 1 see too clearly, it is as I sus- 
pectedy your malady is mental« Say, my 
darling treasure, what has occurred to dis- 
tress youy that, if it is in the power of 
affection to remove the cause of your grief, 
I may hasten my efforts for its accom« 
plishment." 

Lady Meliora was silent, since thorough- 
ly ashamed of the cause of her grief ; and 
her tears flowed on, until at length the 
agony of distress she saw her venerable 
grandmother overwhelmed by, in alarm 
and anxiety for her, compelled her to 
articulate— 

** I — I — indeed I do not very well 
know what is the matter ; but certainly 
I am not quite myself j and then^ Miss 
Rosa must take up an. offence, because 
I Said a peevish word to her, and to subdue 
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me ran out of the room blubbering like 
a baby." 

** Rosa run out of the room weeping ! ! 
—Ah ! I fear all is not right between you. 
Confide in me, my angel child, and allow 
me to judge the matter, Much as I regard 
Rps^, you caonot doubt but my extreme 
partiality wül lead me to judge you le« 

niently.'* 
** Theo/' repHed Lady MeKora, anxious 

to tum from the embarrassing subject, 

" you must be a very improper judge, 

since you own partiality would make you 

lean to me." 

** You then acknowledge my suspicions 
ire just,^' said Lady Derville, ** yet you 
will not confide in me« Must I apply then 
to Roia i Sfae will not trea€ me with un» 
kiad reserva.*' 

*^ Miss Frederick knows nothing of the 
matter, madam, or I should strongly recom* 
mend your ladyship's application to her ; 
sihce sbe, no doubt, must be all mental as 
well as personal perfectixm." 

<• Heaven forbid!" exclaimed Lady 
Derville, with the most unequivocal ex« 
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pressioB of faorror pprtrayed on her agi. 
tated countenance, ** that the anguish is 
for me» to fiud the idol of my heart«— her» 
Vfbom I believed not more perfeet in feroü 
tfaan excellent in mind, is sufibring from 
the pangs. of diaixtbcjd envy/' 

Lady Meliora tumed to the paliei hue 
of guilty and trembled in its painfbl agi- 
tation i but, from being convicted of so 
vilea^tain upon hi^r matchless perfbctions» 
berproad spirit, her redundaxit vanity re^ 
coiled in dismay ; and in their toils, as sin 
engende» sin, sheinlisted under the ban- 
ners of an attendant transgresdon to skreen 
her ; and> after a:few painful struggles she 
entered the maze of falsehood, and said — 

** Shame, my dear grandmama, at my 
own weakness in cherishing an atdent pas- 
sion for a man, wfao, I find it is possible, at 
this very moment, is losing all recldUectiöri 
of the powj^ I once posseäsed e^er hi^ 
affeetions, has prevented iny itnparting, 
in the first moments of my affliction, the 
cause of my distress to 3^u; and thus 
leaving you to the wide field of conjecture. 
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you faave kindhf conjured up a ßattern^ 
phantom of envy as the cause ; and to 
exorcise this amiable sprite^ I am com- 
pelled to do violence to my wounded 
feelings, and confess, that Mr. Edward 
Standard*s having acddentally mentioned 
seeing Lord Mpntalbert at Paris, Mrith a 
most beautiful young woman hanging im 
his arm, is my ailment/' . 

As Lady Meliora expected, all her graad- 
mother's su^picions were removed at opce^ 
and every degradwg tbought of her con- 
verted into tender sympathy for her men- 
tal suffering, and into self-reproach for 
having dared to surmiqe any thing agi^nst 
this . superhuman creature's eaicöllence. 
And now a thousand fondcaresses and a£fec- 
tionate soothings were the reward of this 
disingenuousness ; but at lei^th, after 
Lady Derville had drawn largely upon her 
maternal exertions, to discover some path 
to consolation for her idol, who repeatedly 
declared she should never survive the in- 
constaAcy of Lord Montalbert, she ven- 
tured to advise her dariing to effect au 
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immediate reconciliation with poor Rosa» 
by acknowledging at once the cause of her 
unusual irritabüity. 

Bat to this adviee Lady Meliora could 
not yield compliance, since frotn repeating 
a deliberate falsehood a second time her 
heart revolted. The inspiratioiis of her 
present demoniac boscmi-couttflellors bad 
led her to the fabrication; but, once ut» 
tered, she abhorred hersdf for it: yet 
even while doing so, and shrinking from 
itttering it herseif again, she, in the mazy 
windings of the reptile path she had en* 
tered, permitted her grandmother to seek 
our heroine, and by this untruth to ac« 
count for her indisposition and excuse her 
petulance. 

Lady Derville, having found her protegie^ 
perceived by the appearanee of her eyes 
that she had been weeping ; bat, having it 
in her power, she believed, to obliterate all 
remembrance of the cause which excited 
those tears, she hastened to effect this 
oblivion to the unkindness of her darling, 
by relating its cause. 
. The smallest glance at conciliation was 
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aiifficiepl; for Rosabella» witb thofte she 
loved, to obtatn her füll forgiveii^g £at 
every offence committed ^gainst her } and 
8|i€ i^Quld.iiave flown on tlits wings of 
Emotion to embrace her beloyed friead 
in renewal of their amity, had not Lady 
Deryille detained her, to hear hex lament^ 
{ition for.her Meliora's havii^ so unfortu- 
nattely yidlded her beart so irrevocably 
to Lord Montalbert. d- . 

<^ Whb, certainly," her l^dysbip said^ 
^^ ts . of all men the one I i^ish to se^ 
xny darling united to ; and perhaps I bave 
been as . romantic as herseif» in setting 
my heart upo» this alUanoe : since it is 
long» very loi^ since in bopes and wishes 
I selected him from all mankind for her ; 
and therefore I feel it will prove a direful 
blpw, even to me» if I am disappointed i 
and in consequence of these very feeltng$ 
of my own upon the subject» I aip the 
more incUned to place a tremblipg faith in 
the prediction of her heart breaking^ should 
he prove inconstant. 

" But, my dear Rx)sa^'' Lady DervUle 
continued» ^* as it is ment^ misery my 



ehtld 'in suffering froni, we tniiit 6triv(^ 
to withdraw h^r tbougbts, a^ mueh a6 
poftsiUe, fr<mi this unforturiate subject, and 
give them more cheering themes ^ and your 
must aid me in per&uading her to accom« 
pany us to-morrow, on a visit of a few 
days to Lady Elstow, wbo is too much an 
iav^de to visit me at present, and :who has 
been very importunate for my passing soine 
days with her; and the absence of my boys 
affords me an excellent opportunity of gra«i 
tifying her wish, as she has no accom- 
modation for them or Mr. Sternha^ti. And 
beside^his change of scene proving^ as 
I trust it will, beneficial to Meliora's men- 
tal health, the i^ange of air will renovate 
her bloom against the Park ßte^ which 
I niean you shall all £Utend, since you 
may never again have the power of be- 
holding any thing like it: and, talking 
of that, reminds me I have ordered the 
Goach for yonr obliging me, by going tö 
Lady Flowerdew's milliner, to choose a 
very beautiful white lace veil, of the kind 
to be wom on Monday, as a gift from me 
to my poor heart-wrung child ; as I wish 



118 nOSABELLA. 

her dress that day suited to her higb 
rank and transcendent beauty ; for^I would 
have Lord Montalbert learn from the ad- 
miring multitude, when he retums, how 
much she was foUowed, and how justly 
admired." 

According to the wish of Lady Derville, 
who feared an interview of reconciliation 
migbt töo much affect her darling, Rosa 
did not appear before Lady Meliora, until 
ihe returned with her grandmother's su* 
perb and beautiful gift ; which at once ac- 
cofnplish^d the purpose of effacing from 
this spöiled child's mind all remembrance 
of her late unjustifiable unkindness to her 
inestimable young friend, and restored 
her good temper sufficiently, to induce 
a compliance with Lady Derville's wish 
of going on the subsequent day to Lady 
Elstow's. 

The remainder of this day passed in 
perfect amity ; for now, all the asperities 
of Lady Meliora's mortified vanity were 
completely veikd : and on the succeeding 
morning the grandmother, her idol, and 
her protegee^ set out on their visit to Lad/ 
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Elstdw, who had been apprised of their 
Coming the preceding evening, leaving 
Mr. Stemham ravlng with indignant ire at 
Rosabella being thus taken from bis pur- 
suiti and being left for three wbole days to 
the misery of solitude, ' 

Lady Meliora, who had never before 
been at Richmond, had all its beaüties 
to explore ; and in her impatience to sally 
forth to see and be seen, she totally forgot 
the part of a sick woman, that she had been 
playitig to such good effect for the last six 
and thirty hours; and as the arrival of 
Lady Derville did not now militate against 
any favourite plan of amusement, but on 
the contrary rescued her from the mo- 
notony of a dull tSte d tSte^ Miss Noyes 
was in the happy disposition cheerfuUy 
to attend the young friends^ as Cicerone^ 
and in high triuroph led them to the ter- 
race on the hill, to display to some ad- 
mired misses whom she panted to humble, 
two beaüties, whose surpassing charms 
must make them hide their woefuUy di- 
minished heads. Here Lady Meliora walk-* 
ed in the altitude of ecstasy, proclaim<^ 
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ing the deligbt sfae experieiiced at Ipeholdl 
iiig tfee scenery below her 5. wheb,. Jlo her 
iixcreaäe af ecstasy, she saw Captain 'Häw6 
emerge. from. the Star dnd isl^arter Tayem^ 
aald faästenihg tistvards tbem. As he drew 
near, he exclaimed-v ' i : . ^ 

• *y^ Oh! what in- tinexpected pleasure 
is this, after the distbal accoiint I received 
of you yesterday, to find you Walking on 
this hill so evidently restored to health !** 

** And to US this is also a most unex- 
pected encounter/* repHed Lady Meliora, 
blushing in all the brightly mantling emo- 
tion of gratified vanity. *^ Only think 
of our meeting you on Richtnond Hill !'* 

** You could think nothing eise,** re- 
turned Captain Hawk, in tones carefully 
betraying growing tenderness, " if you 
could have divined my having obtained 
information of your being here* The fact 
was, I rode to Sloane Street, to make 
my anxious — O holv anxious ! — inquiries ; 
where learning you were ju^ set out for 
Richmond, I instantly gallopped after yon ; 
and concluding if you were unable to walk 
out, that Miss Frederick was not, and of 
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course would visit Richmond Hill ; I there- 
fore made the Star and Garter my perch, 
as firom thence I could watch for her ap- 
proach, to hear from her ofyou." 

^' You would make an admiräble ge- 
nerale" Said Lady Meliora, with a sweet 
encouraging smile of gratitude. 

** I shall pronounce myself one,'* he re- 
pliedi in love's. softening accents, ••^ if I 
sbould have the glorious triumph of suo 
ceedlng in that siege my heart is iixed on 
carr)ring/' 

** So, so," thought Miss Noyes — who, 
contrary to bis Intention, heard this re- 
sponse — " these young ladies find Rich- 
mond Hill a most accommodating place for 
assignations ;''— « and now, kindly doing as 
she would be done by, she dropped the arm 
of Lady Meliora from its link in hers, and 
falling behind her ladyship and her evident 
inamoratOj inquired from her remaining 
companion, *' if she too expected'her 
Strephon ?" and as Rosa bloomed no con- 
scious blush as she uttered a smiling 
negative, Miss Noyes feit satisfied she was 
slncere. 

VOL. IV. G 
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** Is tjiis a favonred lover, i»y dearP* 
^ha . next demanded. 

. •' Of bis heing a lover, I fear I camiot 
doubt," Said Rosabella, " bat certainly 
not a favoured) one« Neither bis rank^ 
I mean as. to fiunily, nor bis fortune, I 
imagine, can en title bim to tbe band <^ 
Lady M^liora Monson/' 

*^. Then.assuredly be is not favoured, at 
least, by Lady Derville ; so perbaps^ I had- 
hetter not give bim any invitation to Lady 
Elstow's." 

. ^* It will be kindness to bim eventually 
if yoü do not ; since, as he cannot in possi- 
bility succeed, tbe less he sees of her the 
better/' said Rosa, wbo witb great as- 
tonishment and infinite concern at s;icb 
unjustifiable coquetry in her friend, now 
bebeld Lady Mdiora listening to Captain 
Hawk witb an intensity of attention, tbat 
seemed to give every degree of ehcou- 
ragement to bis evident suit. 

Tbe Observation of Rosabella was just, 
for Lady Meliora was pouring oil upon 
tbe mingled fläme of interest and incli* 
nation in bis bosom, by tbe most flattering 



ätt^titieii tar ^ iie^rMsätei^ and!the most 
gratifying ^iK^ouragemeBt to JÜ that lief 
äitfuliy articükted or betrayesd in alp^ 
testälion of hi& passion : for so elätedi wad 
her vanity at hig adidatioa ; sövgratefili 
for his^ steady diBtinguishiiig hom^ge^vwhen 
all otliars seemed to havQ l^^st the fiumlty 
of discriminating where tite most super^ 
lative beauty and fascinations wereto bd 
fbundj that she tost all reGollection''of 
Rosa^s anpalatable waming; and of the 
precipice she was blindly rusbin^ tOf atod 
in the triumph of saGrificidg a maii'i hap- 
piness at the shrine of her trail^cendent 
charms, totally forgot the possibility of the 
inextricable toils ehe might bä winding 
round herseif. 

At leogtfa Rosabella» led by her ;unea* 
siness at tbis dangerous ks^ reprdiensible 
conduct in her bel^ved friend, ventured to 
remind Lady Mell^ra of the^timfe she; 
had beeti Walking' in the snbduing beat 
of the day^ and of the. alaiming roffect 
too innch fätigoe had so recently hiad upon 
her; wh?en iii^tantly Captain Hawk^ as 

G 2 
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a man whose ekistence was wr^t up in 
heirs; implored her to walk no longer ; 
in > a manner thät evinced, whilst anxiety 
tot Her health urged his persuasions, that 
it was torture to part from her. 
' ^' Biit perhap9i afl^r a sufficient degree 
of rest, you may be able to take a.few 
turns here in the evening/* he tenderly 
added. 

/*.No," she repUed, " Miss Noyes has 
arraiiged for our going on the water/' 
. " At what hour ?" he öagerly demanded, 
y^ that I may have the transport of attend- 
ing you/' 

" I know not ; but look, that is Lady 
Elstow's hduse; youjcan see it irom the 
Star and Garter ; and if you.'are very anx- 
ious to jöin Miss Noyes' party, you will 
löök out for US," 

. " One of Miss Noyei', party I wish to 
join for:life," he replied* Her lady$hip, 
witä a consciouS' blush and encbanting 
smile, told him he was ^^ a presümptuous 
animal,'.' and so they parted ; the captain 
in high exultation at the ppsition his well 
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managed ärtillery had abeady obtajited for 
faim; and her ladyship somethibg in the 
pouts at her not having him still with 
her, to supply her with the exhilarating 
cordial of flattery, to continue sweet lulla- 
bies to the new pangs of wounded vanity, 
inflicted by the intelligence this wily suitor 
had been careful to convey to her/* that Lord 
William Rentlorn was going, the day afler 
the park fite^ to the Continent, for some 
monthsy with his eldest brother, to recruit 
their skeleton finances." That his lordship 
should so unexpectedly prove an apos- 
täte, and go, without even declaring himself 
her slave, or even taking the trouble of 
ascertaining whether she would accept 
him or not, were insults to her charms 
not to be patiently endured j and in her 
indignant ire, led her to determine upon 
seeking palliatives for such a glaring de- 
sertion, by entoiling every man who be- 
held her through the magic of her fas- 
cinations« With this mania of vanity 
strong upon her, she thought every mo- 
ment was inimical to her consequence» 
until she could again emerge from the 
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jeol^nAig «lanftod jof Lady Eüstow» to 
daz2le, hy the brilHant sua of her re- 
spkndent beaul^r^ all who shoiild happ^i 
to coBoe WTthia its rays. 
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CHAPTER VIIL 

T&E dinner circle at JjaAy Ektow'« wai^ 
not increaaed 4>|^ tbe d^itiön )öf ftiiy iatii^iü« 
gers^ and Lady Meliorft thought the sanitäre 
ibeal lagged .<» teid:^ wiflgd : büt stf U it 
diki pa»^ Away ; a»d th^4^oiH^ ätlto^hl 
^mmd for hdr tö i?emi»4 Miss Nbyes ie)# 
her promise to take her upon the- Tbatt^er.' 
Bttt the mfere HK^ntion of a water pafty 
thr^fr Lady D^rVitte itit» so^h^ an äg^ny- 
of alartii^ tiiat jt re^ukled the Whöl4^ fbf/cie' 
of hergritiftdaDghter^s kifiitüatitig Inftuötibe' 
to win her consent to the measure; iM¥^ 
could it have been obtainlsd, hsid not Lady 
Elstöw asdured her it traa her own dtautli^ 
boat they were to go in ; and her water* 
men some cf the most steady aiid ex|5e- 
rienced oti thlB river. 

At length Lady Meliora prevailed, and 
salMed forth, accompanied by Miss Noy*«^ 
and our berdine, who was almost äs tnu^h 
an enemy to the expeditiob as h&t be- 
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nefactress herseif; not through the intspu 
f^tions of fear, but through the painftil 
conviction, that her beloved Meliora was 
acting imprudently at least, if not repre- 
hensibly, by her palpable encouragement 
o£ Captain Hawk; nor was she likely 
to become more reconciled to their aquatic 
party, when, on the moment they made 
their sortie from the house, the gallant 
captain joined them, and received from 
her thoughtless ladyship the most flattering 
neception. 

^' How came you to guess the moment 
of our setting out so well ?'* she coquet» 
ifiihly excläimed. ^^ One really could almo^ 
suppose you were absolutely anxioua to 
meet US." 

This sally was only replied to by an 
expressive glance, an audible sigh, and a 
tender smile. 

<* Does Lady Derville know to what 
a height this flirtation has advanced?'* 
demanded Miss'Noyes, in a whisper to 

Rosa. 

** Oh ! no,*' Said Rosa ; ** but I would 
give worlds she did know it through any 
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means but mine, to check tfae vivacity 
of Lady Meliora, who, unaccustömed to 
restraint — because in the life of total se« 
clusion she has led.no circumstance coidd 
arise to call for it — is by ^o means awaro 
of how.thougfatlessly she is acting/' . 

*> Then^ since you wissih it, I will meotioii 
it to Lady Elstpw as the result öf my own 
observattons, and she will disclose it to her 
friend," said Miss Noyes ; " for I think 
she ought immediately to be apprised . of 
it, to let this evidently di^signing xnan 
know, Lady Meliorsi's conduct to him 
arises through her ignorance of the usages 
of the World, not through intentiönal en- 
couragement to him»'^ '. , 

At this moment they .had accompüshed 
their descent from the hill, and w(re draw- 
ing near to the spot of their embarkation, 
when arhandsome and fashionable looking 
young man bowed cooUy to Miss Noyes ; 
but upon his eyes glancing on Rpsabella, 
he added a smik to his bow ; and a seqond 
glance led him ^^ to hope Miss Noyes wbs 
well.» 

^^ Another gltoce, Mr. SuckÜRg, will 
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lead to tfae iiiqiiiry, pK^ser --r for Lady 
Elstow,'^ replied Miss Nojes, smiliiig arcb« 
ly i ^ and a stead&st gaase^ tothevish, na- 
tura)^ to join oor party, sinee we are going 
onthewater/^ 

Mr. Sttcidißg blusbed^ axui seemed to 
hesitate, when Miss Noyes conleioued — 
' >^ Oh ! but you may venture ; for by the 
vcorafcity of Petrarch, it will not be to com« 
mit yourself ; since she is not^^ a ha& been» 
tnrhed the shady aide of twenty,' but is 
Mill, ^bsolutely, in the leading j^trings of 
your lawfbl admiration." 

*^ You are such a quizzer, Miss Noyei, 
ibat I know not if I dare bope ycu will, 
really do me the hohour of permttting me 
to join your party." 

<^ Oh i most willing am I to permit it, 
för the eccentricity of tbe measure/^ sbe 
Jteplied ; «^ to bave it murmured tlirough 
the woods, and rejsponded by the Naiades ; 
tmtil Strawberry Hill wafis it in amaze 
to Marble Hall ; untü all the misses in 
their leens might muster around Ft^'s 
once flourishing willow,— was it still theie 
for them to wail beneatb» that the Hon. 
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Lambe Sucklißg häd degmded hinudf^ 
by actually venturing into a boat irith 
ati antique of twenty-iaiiie." 

" Yoü are really too bad, Mis* Noycs/? 
Said Mr. Suckling, now pditely dflKriDg 
her hid arm. 

•' Heavei» !** she esclaitned, " eveki 
taking me to your arms ! This is indeed^ a 
waltzing wbirl in opinion. But hold, ere 
we pröceed I must perfbrm an introduö^ 
tion — Miss Fred^rick, in this descendafit 
of Adonis, or Paris — which is it^ sir ? yoii 
behold ihe Hon. Lambe Suckling, youög- 
est son to the Earl of Buddingfield ; one 
of tb6 Hebe patrons of the present day ;' 
one of those amateurs of juvenility, who 
sends every woraaa post hasite to the land 
of decrepitude, who has arrived at the 
lawful years of discretion ; and, the raö- 
ment the sage decree of our forefathers 
pronounces us able to guide ourselves, 
by whose decree we are voted crutches to 
hobble into shade upon. So, my dear Miss 
Frederick, should you have passed £he 
grand cliraacterick of fifteen,keepthe secret 
inviolably from him, or he will sail off from 
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US on the back of a swan in an agony 
ofhorror; perceiving in his mind's eye, 
as the aurelia changes to the fly, your 
form in transmutation to that horror most 
borrible, an aged spinster/' 

" Really, I must repeat,'* said Mr. Suck« 
ling, a little chagrined, <* Miss Noyes, you 
are too bad.** 

^^ I müch fear/' said Rosa, smiling, *^ I 
must transmute into the changing chry- 
99ii$, by pleading guilty to the fact of 
Itaving past that desperate climacterick." 

** Hush ! hush ! are you crazed ? Con- 
sider how instantaneously such impolitic 
confessions wrinkle faces. Ever whilst 
you wish to please, keep shears in band 
to clip your age with.** 

At this moment, Lady Meliora and her 
adulating escort turned back— »for they 
were in advance— to inquire from Miss 
Noyes the turn they were %o proceed 
down j when Mr. Suckling, Struck by her 
ladyship's beauty also, exclaimed — 

" Why, Miss Noyes, you must assuredly 
bave been on a trafficking voyage to the 
Mussuknan's Paradise." 
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V And, pray, which of my importations 
will you die for ?*' 

" It would be impossible to decide, with 
optics so dazzled as mine." 

" Shall I assist you to determine ? Me- 
morandums to be found on the mental 
tablet of the Hon. Lambe Suckling. 
* The last face seen, to be deemed the 
most beautiful. The titled to be preferred 
to the untitled ;' therefore, the Houri 
on before us is absolutely the most sur- 
passing beauty, — insomuch, as she burst 
upon your dazzled vision, about five mi- 
nutes and nineteen seconds later than this 
nymph of Paradise ;' aad is the daughter 
of a noble earl withal. So now take cou- 
rage, you that have long shrunk from such 
a measure, — shut your eyes, and recom- 
mending yourself to the mercy of — Hope 
— without more ado plunge headlong into 
the stream pf love, for Lady Meliora 
Monson« Yet, hold, hold 1 oh, hold V Be 
not rash, I conjure you, man ! since a voice 
vhispers in my memory's ear, that my un- 
' titled Houri has yet a claim to thy love — 
being nine months, twenty-nine days — 
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eigbty-four hour^ iiflj-five minutes, and 
forty-three seconds, junior to her lady- 
ship." 

** No, no, no, not so much by many 
seconds," exclaimed Lady Meliorä, laugh- 
ingy as she darted back to adhere to tbe 
following party, determined to contest 
every inch of this promising captive's 
heart witb Rosabella. 

" Tben, may I crave the precise difle* 
rence in your ages, since much depends 
upon tbat/' said Miss Noyes, with the 
sage gravity of astrological mystery. 

'' Alas ! that cannot be to a nicety 
ascertained/' respended Lady Meliora in 
the same strain ; ** since some cruel wight 
purloined the testimony of her natal bour, 
to cloud, perchance, her pending lucky 
planet." 

*' Well, that point must be dismissed, 
since it cannot by decision influence,** 
returned Miss Noyes; " but to counter- 
poise your ladyship's attractive hereditary 
charms, — this meek Houri produces the 
imperial stamp of beauty. The emperor 
pronounced Jiers — Superlative." 
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^' I must echo Mr. Suckliog»" säid Rosa» 
blushing, " and say, * you are too bads 
Miss Noyes, and qui2 unmer cifuUy / *' 

^^ Ratber» you ought, Miss Frederick, 
to 8ay>" exclatmed Lady Meliora, en-> 
deavooring not to betray a tone of vex-i, 
atioQ, ^ Miss Noyes, you are too good ; 
I fear you will fatigue yourself by blowing 
the tnimpet for me thus indefatigably/ " 

^ So, so," Said tbe active thougbts of 
Mr. Sockling, '^ this decides for me* Were 
I aelecting a wife» the untitled Houri 
sbould be my chotce; but the other is 
piqued at the idea of being despoiled of 
my preftrence } . bas sometbing, I fancy, of 
an agreeable vixen in her ; and being thu$ 
on tbe alert for my admiration, wiH take 
the most flattering troubte to elidt it ;— as 
ta the other, she is too dangerous for 
pastime. I wiU therefore attack where I 
have notbiog to fear." 

^' Aecordtngly he did commence the 
attaek ; and managed so judiciously by 
tbe incense of flattery, that ere they had 
been half an hour on the Thames, her 
ladyship's encouraging sm^es seemed 
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equally bestowed on both her adulators; 
and ere their aquatic excursion termi- 
nated, had rfemoved every appfßhension 
from the mind of Rosabella relative to 
Captain Hawk ; since she could not doubt, 
but conviction was introduced into bis 
mind as to what degree of hope he could 
erect upon encouragement, so thought- 
lessly bestowed upon all who sought it. 

Miss Noyes beheld this new flirtation 
under the same impression, and therefore 
no longer hesitated to aid in fixing Cap- 
tain Hawk in the society of Lady Meliora, 
but invited him with Mr. Suckling to take 
tea at Lady Elstow*s, an invitation grate- 
fuUy accepted by both ; the one, as it 
afiPorded him an opportunity of proceeding 
in bis sinister project— for as he promptly 
fiithomed the intent of Mr. Suckling's 
assiduities, he feared him not, — ^and the 
other, for the gratification he experienced 
in Unding an exquisitely beautiful girl of 
birth and fortune, exerting herseif to the 
möst captivating pitch of her witcheries 
for his fascinationi 

On the subsequent moming, Lady Me- 
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liora arose in exulting expectation of rivet- 
ing the fetters she had thrown around Mn 
Suckling's faeart, and of an extent of 
glorious conquest; as Miss Noyes had 
engaged him and Captain Hawk, to form 
two of another party on the Thames that 
day, for the purpose of showing Haoipton 
Court ta Lady Meliora. 

m 

MissNoyes being judged by Lady Elstovr 
of sufficient maturity to chaperon the party» 
she took the young friends under her 
Charge, and set out upon the water, at- 
tended by their punctual escort. 

In due time they arrived at Hampton 
Court^ when Miss Noyes could not resist 
the impulse of reminding Lady Meliora^ 
how inatj;entive she had been to the beau- 
tiful embankments of the Thames, between 
which the party had been led solely for 
her ladyship's amusement, Miss Frederick 
having been there already. 

" Ah ! now,*' her ladyship replied, ^^ do 
not lay this reprehensible inattention to 
my Charge; since these unconscionable 
men have the misdemeanor solely to an- 
swer for, in not choosing forsooth, that 
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I should bestbw my adiniratiön upon any 
tWng but theit charmiiig selves/* 

. " WelU" Äfiswered Miss Noyes, " 1 trüsl 
your ladyahip's condescending goodness ift 
obUging theih may be sttspended, whitet 
we ate hurried on by a winged cicerone, 
tu breathlesa haste to pocket bis fee for 
attendance, lest I «hould feel inelined tö 
repentatice ft>r having admitted them of 
our party; as it is some>»rhat mortifymg 
to devise amosiemeiit and find it una*teftd* 
ed by success." 

" Oh !'* exclaim^d Lady MeTiora, with 
i^perent pleasatitry, yet highly ittdigiiant, 
ät a person so mtn^b bet>eath her im rank 
presuming to reprove her; and firöaly 
resolved not to be chid frei» her own way 
by the dependent relative of Lady Elstow, 
" Oh ! but you are not disappointed in the 
amusement you devbed for me. You pro- 
vided beaua? esprits to flirt with me ; and 
surely I have entered into that pastiine 
you prepared for me. But perhaps, Miss 
Noyes, you wish me to spare one of them 
to escort you and Miss Frederick throngh 
tbis sombre iooking pile. If so, I appoint 
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you^ 'Captai» Haidc, to take these forlom 
danssdi under yaar protection» to defend 
them £tom the gfaost of Wolsey, or the wtck«> 
ed Hany his master, who eise 'might ccnaa« 
out pounce upon them, for a seventh and 
eightb Card sposa. Nay, good man, do not 
look so crest-fallen, as if I were sending 
you upon a förlora hope. You know I c^n 
make amencfe by flirting widii you, "vrhesi 
Mn Suckling will have discovered some 
l»abe in the Woods, as a successful rival to 
poor aged mö/' 

Oaptain Hawk, with a T^ry disconsolate 
countenance was most unwiüingly pre* 
p^ing for thiß unprofitabk düty her. lady- 
ßfaip hüd asslgned him j when Miss Noyes, 
«xtending her band with forbidding gestio 
€ttlation, Said — 

*' Most reluctant, avaunt! We coli- 
descend no* to unwilling escorts. We 
etoop iMDt to sufier Obligation ta proud 
beauties for their supernumerary knights. 
NOj no, most worthy compassionates, we 
t!an find amtilets against the eighth Harry 
and his ämbitious sateilite, and charms toö 
ibr'raisliig up true and loyal Champions« 
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Ay, I Warrant, we have such potent chamfis 
at our command, we may animate even 
the Black Frince himself from the canvass, 
and Iure him td our feet to swear alle* 
giance." 

" Well,*' Said Captain Hawk, relaxing 
to a smile, on finding his escort would not 
be äccept^d ; ^^ well, and since you thus 
uncourteously disdain my aid, should you 
require my potent arm to combat even 
shadows in your defence, I will bear ma^ 
lice and not relent to your service, al« 
though importuned on your suppliant 
knees." 

;.**,May my fease knees tum to toad- 
stools for sycophants to feed on, if ever 
they degenerate and . bend to thee, un- 
courteous man!" exclaimed. Miss Noyes, 
in a tone Of f grqtesqvi^e boipbast that at- 
tracted the aj;tention <?f two o£ f^e cavalry 
bfficers, tbenätationedi#jb;I{aiQp^Qik Court, 
who were at this momebt; goiqg up the 
staircase before our party; when turn- 
ing their heads back to see -whp hi^d ut- 
tered this theatrical sally, they beheld 
90 alluring a form in the com|i9iii<yti , 9f 
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Miss Noyes, that pne of theöi^ with piea- 
Sure recollecting a circumstaiice occur- 
üig at a Richmond ball that couM au- 
thorize his doihg so, stopped and bowed 
profoundly to Miss Noyes, and although 
for the soul of hioi he could not remem- 
ber her name, or whether he had ever 
beard it, he with a tone of flattering in- 
terest — 

" Hoped she had been well, since 
last he -had- had the:pleasure of seeing 

HCl • > • . t I 

Miss Noyes had a better recollectioii 
of nomenclatüre than this young peer, 
fbr she recognised him to be.Lord Mars- 
borough; and upon answering with re« 
spondent cordial courtesy, his lordshtp 
introduced his friend Sir James SteeU 
thorp; and Miss Noyes announced.our 
heroine as a ward of the Dowager Lady 
Derville*s to them ; whom, as the spirit 
of female retaliation was aroused to füll 
animation in her bosora, she determined 
to Iure, if possible, into becoming hers 
and Rosa's escort, to mortify Lady Me- 
liora. And as Miss Noyei^ could at plea* 
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mr6 edchant by her pawets of conver^ 
satiofn^ and as mir hecome's fasdnations^ 
bofch mental and personal, bad not beai 
dealt to her with a sparing hand, she 
found no difficnlty in. achieving her ex- 
plott ; for the iwo- gehttehien) beoi^ as/vdi- 
ling to retain the posther wisbes assigned 
them äs she oould desire, she derived no 
small portion of atnusement on behold« 
kig.'thQ misery of Lady Meliora^ and her 
evident endeavours to break Tröm' her now 
no longer prized adulators, to manoeüvre 
intb the monopoly of all the attention 
of these new acquisitions» But her. man- 
eeuvres would have proved vain, since 
Rosadbella'^ inartificial sweetness of man- 
i^rs, and nnpretending beauty, were more 
to their taste; and as they sought only 
fbr the gratification of the passing mo* 
ment, neither title nor wealth could pre« 
ponderate against her« 

As Lady Elstow was to have a rout 
that evening, and purposed amusing her 
two lovely young guests with a dance, 
should the male attendants of her as- 
sembly muster sufficiently stiong to per- 
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mit it, Miss Noyes invited bis lordship 
and Sir Jatnes to this party, who gladly 
acceded to her request. 

When reembarked and on their return 
to Richmond, Lady Meliora» finding no 
otber prize *to angle . for, concentrated 
her attention to Mr« Suckling and Captaiit. 
Hawk; the former of whom, who was 
only making for himself " sport withal ;** 
took this renovation of attention all in 
good humour, and repaid it witht in« 
terest; whilst the more serious captain 
deemed it expedient to overcast his brow 
with something of the sombre gloom of 
jealousy, for her late evident Symptoms 
of dereliction; and. when at length ar* 
rived at Richmond, and that at the door 
rf Lady Elstow the temporary Separation 
took place, Mr. Suckling departed, in all 
the solemn woe of tender devotedness ; 
Captain Hawk in all the stately hauteur 
of one who considered himself aggrieved. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Infinite, nay, almost laborious were the 
pains bestowed by Lady Meliora to im- 
prove her beauty to the most resistless 
prowess ; fully bent upon entoiling, not 
only Lord Marsborough and Sir James 
Steeltborp, but every other luckless wigbt, 
who should come within the circle of 
her charms that evening ; whilst Rosabella 
paid every compliment in her power to 
the gifts of her kind friends Mrs. O'Dowd 
and Mr. Monson, by looking strikingly 
elegant and lovely. 

The rout of Lady Elstow was nume- 
rously attendedj and Mr. Suckling was 
amongst the earliest arrivals ; when with 
some evident and carefully displayed man- 
oeuvring, he obtained a seat by Lady 
Meliora, and paid her the mqst raarked 
attention, until the new acquaintances 
of Miss Noyes^ arrived from Hampton 
Court} and almost at the same moment. 
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a very young änd rather pretty girfr, 
lately emerged from a finishing establish- 
ment, and who had just presented berself 
as a complete beauty to the neighboim 
hood, who ])ad never antidpated such an 
unthought-of presentation ^ änd rather 
thr4>ugh surprise than conviction, had ad« 
mitted the assumption ; when instantly, in 
the face of the whole assembly , Mr. Suckling 
supinely arose, and bowing carelessly ta 
Lady Meliora, thanked her for her Idnd 
condescension during the day i and thea 
Walking away, commenced the most con-* 
spieuous flirtation with the self-created 
beauty, leaving her ladyship so mortified,i 
so irritated, by such a palpable afFront and 
public dereliction, that with the utmost 
exertions only of her indignant pride. 
could she repress a rising flood of ajnger's. 
spontaneous tears. 

Miss Noyes was one of the most ac^; 
complished singers of the age ; she was 
calied upon by Lady Elstow to exert her 
vocal enchantment, for the delight of the 
musical amateurs present ; and as Lord . 
Marsbörough and Sir James Steel thorp 
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vere devotedly of tfaat number, Lady 

Melioia coald not by any means succeed 

iii luring them to her side, to pay ho« 

msige to her all-surpassing beauty. As to 

Captain Hawk^ he sat in sqjemn ire in 

an observatory he had selected, watching 

with a wary eye how this insulation would 

operate upon the vanity of this star of 

beauty : and not a little to his satisfaction 

he at length beheld an ancient widower 

seat himself beside her, the nuisance of all 

assemblies» voted by all the blooming belies 

of the neighbourhood an insufferable borei 

since he would persist in the forgetfulness 

of hia own age ; who went about seeking 

out every beauty, whom through the aid of 

, his gold mounted spectacles he could dis- 

cern, in search of a young and lovely 

second wife } and as time had yet spared 

to him sufficient agillty to dance and caper 

surprisingly, and even to waltz without 

vertigo, he was the constant candidate 

for the youngest and most celebrated 

beauty of every bal], to honour him with 

her band, Having heard the self-elect« 

ed Venus was the last come out, he strut« 
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ted up tö heJr the moment he entered» 
to pay his evisnittg^s devoirs to her ; wfao» 
not choosing to have her promiaing flirt« 
ation distürbed by such an annoyance» 
perdy exclaimed — 

^^ I am not the prima heauty of the 
room to night, good venerable. Clear your 
glasses, and they will then diacover for you 
a Müesian Venus, just arrived from Paddy'a 
hmd." 

" An Irish heauty ! What, a Gunning<^ 
hey !" he exclaimed« '^ Where does ttie* 
rare emerald blaze ?" 

** Yonder, sir," said Mr. Suckling, 
obligingly pointing out Lady Meliora 
Monson to bim ; ^* but I would rather 
advise the smoking of your glasses, to 
enable your gazing through them at the 
reaplendent rays this emerald Uazes with/' 

This ancient beau, callous from use 
to the sarcastiG sneers of the young, 
evincing no resentment, effected a tiptoe 
flight of juvenility to the seat Mr. Suckling 
had vacated; when poor Lady Meliora^ 
not initiated in the secret of his being 
the shunned of all the young and pretly, 

H 2 
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feit sincerely grateful for bis ärriva}» since 
her vanity ' whispered his being seated 
next her would appear as an excuse for 
HO adulator finding opportunity for this 
enviable Situation. 

L As Mt. Buckly feit, that being admitted 
into the house of Lady Elstow wasK a 
sufficient passport to addressing any one 
he met with beneath her ladysbip's roof, 
he unhesitatingly commenced an elaborate 
5peech tö his fair neighbour, expressive 
of how singularly fortunate he deemed 
himself, through the most extraordinary 
circumstance he had ever met with — that 
of finding an ünoccupied seat by a lady 
of such preeminent beauty. Lady Me- 
liora seeraing to receive this speeßh with 
encouraging complacency, Mr. Buckly, 
unused to such courtesy from those he 
elaborately compliniented, was elevated 
to the highest pitch of his adulating gal* 
lantry ; and at length was inspired to 
solicit the honour of her lovely band — 
" for lovely he knew it was, though con- 
cealed by the enviable kid's envelopement 
-T-for the first two dances. as he had heard 



ROdABSLLAT 149 

it ttiurmured through that bower of blis^/ 
that all were to frisfc in mirth's^ enlivening 
nieasure, * upon the light fantastic tofe/ " 

** With you, -sir !*' replied her ladyship^- 
looking all dismay and consternation. '^ In«' 
deed, you are vasüy good, and I am great« 
ly obliged to you, sir, but, as there seems« 
to be quite a sufBcient number of male 
votaries of Terpsichore here, I am sure; 
there is — ^not — cannot possibly exist any; 
necessity; nor I am sure would Lady. 
Elstow wish it — for your good nature's 
leading you to — ^to — to such a tax — such 
an ungenial exertion ; and besides, I had: 
forgotten, but I am engaged for the first 
two dances/' '> 

Mr. Buckly, highly disconcerted at the 
whole tenor of her speech, with cheeks 
glowing from mortification, replied, though 
rather in a tone of pique, " that he must 
then postpone bis coveted happiness to 
the two foliowing dances." 

*^ I am engaged for them too, sir ; and 
indeed for the whole evening," replied 
Lady Meliora, who having succeeded^^ so 
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ynSl in her ünt essay of refimls resolved 
to make her secöod definitive. 

** Come» come» most lovely lady,*' said 
this persevering beau, '* this is mere co- 
^uetry; you are fond of the pastime of 
torturing» I perceire, and only want to 
drive a devoted slave to despair/' 

'* Sir/' returned her ladyship» ** I am 
liositively engaged for every dance I pur. 
pose johung in through this whdie even- 
mg: 

** Forgive me, if I again repeat thia 
to be mere coquetryy most beauteouslady; 
jmce no one has approached you to solicit 
^e Superlative honour of your hand, since 
the vivific rumour of dancing was wafted 
through our delighted ears/' 

** Will you persist in doubting, sir, the 
possibility of an inmate of Lady Elstow's 
&mily knowing her ladyship's intentions 
by aa earlier irtimation than yourself ?" 

^^ I shall only acquit you of torturing co- 
quetry, fairest of ladies, if you name the 
happy candidate j which, indeed» becomes 
aecessary, as your rank demands a prompt 
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joitting of tfae column, which I peroeive i» 
forming; and I may be serviceable in 
calling your truant elected to his shame- 
fully neglected duty." 

^' I thank you/' said Lady Meliora, be« 
ginniog to lose all patience, in being thua 
annoyed, and in her painfnl amazemänt 
at no one yet having appeared, as a com« 
petitor lyith this odious persecutor ; ^^ bat 
you must - excase my condescending to 
summon any truant partner/' 

^^ By all that is fasclnating, I adore your 
spirit i but'^evince it ev^i greater still— 
fairest of Heaven-formed creatures, by 
Conferring your beauteous band upon me, 
and leaving the miscreant defaulter to tbe 
bitter pangs of anguisbed disappointmenty 
as the due punishment of his enormous 
disloyalty." 

This persecution was more than Lady 
Meliora, unused to any thing in the form 
of annoyance, could longer brook ; and 
starting from her seat to take refiige from 
such torment by the side of her grand* 
mother, Captain Hawk stood before her. 

** Lady Meliora,*' he exclaimed, bowii^g 
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profoundly, *^ I trust your goodaess witf 
excuse my truancy, . in not appearing to 
elaim the honour of your promised band ; 
but my detention was involuntary, and 
will bear the test of explanatiou, when we 
join tbe forming column, which we had 
better sacrifice no time in doing, — althougb 
your place being defined, we have not 
lost gtound by my unavoidable delay.'* 

Her ladyship, with an enchanting smile 
of gratitude gave her band to the captain, 
now performing an able generale and has- 
tened to her place, amid the female no- 
bility assembled; where impatiently she 
requested to know how he had so op- 
portunely appeared, and gifted with In- 
spiration to rescue her from torment. 

*' Why," he replied, with all the proper 
accompaniments of tender modulation of 
voice, and glances of the eyes, ** you are 
not now to learn the feast my enthralled 
soul delights to feed on, I therefore 
quickly perceived that phantom of gal- 
lantry presume to take a - seat, which, 
from your torturing cruelties of the mom- 
ing, I feared to occupy; when soon by 



ROSABELIiA» 1^3 

the mo3t eloquent of all expressive coun« 
ienances» perceiving you were not pleased 
with his conversation — in my zeal to dis* 
Cover if it was such as to demand male 
interference, I cautiously proceeded to the 
recess of the window behind you ; where 
soon disi^overing what his insolent pert 
severanc^ purposed to effect, I was induced 
to present myself as your affianced partner ^ 
hoping the urgency of the case would 
plead in extenuation of my presumption." 
" Extenuation ! Why I am under an in- 
calculable Obligation to you," she jeplied ; 
** and must further trespass on your kind- 
ness in extricating me from his future 
annoyance j since to secure myself from 
the possibility of dancing at all with the 
cid animal, I pretended engagements 
through the whole evening; and cannot 
draw on Miss Noyesfor aid; as after dinner 
to day, when the first intimation of this in* 
tended dance transpired, she deploredi 
with so much asperity the hard duty she 
should have to perform, in making idle 
men dance, and in procuring partners 
for those who expected to figure about^ 
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bnt could not allure them for themselves, 
ihat some how, uninckily as it haft turned 
out» I gave myself saiicy airs, and told her, 
* I should not increase her trouble ; and 
after what she had said, I should consider 
it an insalt to my attractions, did she 
attempt the introduction of any partner to 
me. After that, you know, I must submit 
to any inconveniencej sooner than sneak 
down from my high war-horse/' 

** Let me see what can be done then/* 
replied the wily wooer, affecting to pon- 
der j ** why, I really see nothing, but for 
you to condescend to allow of my being 
your partner for every other setj and 
^surely yoor own surpassing attractions 
must effect the rest/* 

" Nay, my best friend, my condescen- 
«ion will be performed with joyfiii gra- 
titude i but as to my other Performance, 
I, alas ! perceive no ray of hope for that, 
since my attractions seem very powerles» 
this night. Mr. Suckling, you see, has 
taken French leave of me j the two knights 
conjured , up by Miss Noyes' incanta- 
tions in the motning, have contented 
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tfaemselves with a simple bend to me; 
and his lordship you see has selected 
Rosa fot bis partner^ and the baronet Miss 
Noyes/' 

" All retaliation for your jeu d^esprit in 
tbe morning, and your bravado of doing 
without hex introduction of partners ! Miss 
Noyes is too clever not to carry on her 
retaiiations with spirit ; and too well skilled 
in manoeuvring, not to contrive^ by the 
process of even confession» to bind her 
enchanted knights to fealty» through this 
evening at least y for whatever his lordship 
might do, to select your tolerably pretty 
friend, Sir James could not be in his sane 
mind to cheose Miss Noyes, — was he not 
spell-bound, — where transcendent beauty 
might be worshipped." 

" Most soothingly have you accounted 
for all this/' said Lady Meliora, her bril- 
liant eyes emitting rays of dazzling re- 
splendency at this gratifying Solution — " so 
now» do pray find some palliating consola- 
tion for xay vanity, by your view of Mr. 
tSuckling's dereliction.*' 

" Ah ! surely you can be at no loss 



156 ROSABELLA. 

for the Solution of that ? Does not con« 
science whisper, that your mischievous 
cUsplay of preference to others this morn* 
ing might operate in reprisal, where the 
heart was not too much devoted not to 
silence its resentments, and to feast on 
every ray of returning hope, as I do. Buti 
independent of that, I conceive Mr, Suck- 
ling is of the despicable tribe of male 
coquets j for, after his apparently eager 
devotion to that pert and hold looking 
chit, you See he has suddenly deserted 
her, to adulate with equal fervency that 
pretty French child Madame la Comtesse 
brought hither, and should Miss Noyes 
have a nursling to introduce, rely on it 
we shall See him fly off to dandle that,'* 
Lady Meliora, now in absence of other 
expected a^ulators, as an exhilarating cor- 
dial for her drooping vanity, 'gratefuUy, 
and with eagerness too, gave into the 
management of Captain Hawk, for their 
wearing the appearance through the even- 
ing of devoted reciprocal attachment; 
and thus repelling every other inclining 
admirer— even obliging Captain Hawk to 
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seek out partners for her, to rescue het 
ff om the fangs of the watchfui Mr. Buckly. 
Although Lady !Meliora was thus im- 
prudently employed, she did not fail to 
observe how other beaüties fared, and had 
the mortification to perceive the untitled, 
portionless Rosabella, the selected choice 
of the prime partners assembled; whilst 
the eye of general admiration foUowed her 
wheresoever she went, whether she was 
stationäry, or whether engaged with grace 
and agik elegance of movement in the 
merry dance. But soon consoling herseif 
that this influx of partners was secured 
through the management of the retaliating 
Miss Noyes, she fancied she was recon- 
ciled to the matter ; not once conceiv-, 
ing, that Rosa charmed all, by evincing 
no expeetation of being admired ; and that 
the unafFected ease, with which she carried 
the partial favours of nature about her, 
proved a fascinätion of resistless attrac- 
tion. At length, perceiving Rosa seated 
at the commencement of a new set, her 
ladyship, almost hoping it was caused by. 
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lack of a partner, flew Howards her to 
demand, " why she was so lazy ?*' 

** Is it not possible," replied Rosa, 
smiling, " to become weary, evcn in the 
path of pleasure ?*' 

Lady Meliora, conceiving this response 
a mere evasion to conceal her having at 
length shared in the. fate of neglect, ex<> 
claimed — 

" Nonsense ! You wearied by dancing a 
few short country dances! You, that ran 
two Irish miles without ever drawing 
breath, to teil the woman who had drop- 
ped down in a fit, at the report of her son 
being killed by a fall from a rock, that 
he was taken up unhurt." 

As this Statement trenched not on W- 
valite in beauty's allurements,^ Lady Me- 
liora not onlyunhesitatingly made it, bat 
found pleasure in recounting the humanity 
of her friend. 

*^ But this only proves,'* said Lord Mars- 
borough, stepping out of the set of dan- 
cers, where he had been Standing on in- 
active duty, suflBciently iiear to her lady. 
ship, «* that Miss Frederick finds the path 



4€ 



BOSABEIiLA. 159 

of pitying compassion less &tigU3ng, or 
perhaps more genial to hjer wish of pro^ 
gress in it, than that o£ Terpsichore.'* 
No such tiiing,'' said Lady Meliora ; 

they are equally genial to her wish of 
prc^ess ; but for goodness sake, child, al- 
low not the air of England to transform 
you into an aflfected lackadaizical ; for you 
will not be half 90 accommodatingly plea«- 
sant : — so come, as a proof of repentance 
of this first tendency to artificial finery, 
allow Captain Hawk to try and get a part- 
ner for you." 

** I need not trespass on Captain Hawk's 
kindness," replied Rosa, " since there ex- 
ists an invincible interdict to my dancing 
this present s6t/' 

" Or Miss Frederick," said Lord Mars- 
borough, " would have found no occasion 
for trespassing on the kindness of Captain 
Hawk ; since I was amongst the numei- 
rous candidates for the honour of her 
band/* 

" Oh ! if there has been a decree issued 
by arbitrary Fate against your dancing this 
particular set, I have done/' replied Lady 
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Mellora, blushing ; aiid, Unding her suspi* 
cion of the cause of Rosa's inaction un* 
just, her wish for teasing her tö dance 
evaporated. Promptly now she rejoin- 
ed the corps de hallet^ where soon, to her 
infinite surprise« she beheld Mr. Suck* 
ling approach Rosabella with an air of hu- 
mility ; and Rosa, the child of meekness, 
dräw up with an air öf towering pride, 
well calculated for the personification of 
imperial dignity ; saw hiin take a chair by 
Rosa, and address some words very se- 
riously to her, who with glowing cheeks 
replied to him with unbending hauteur^ 
and then with a stately air arose, and 
removed her Station to the comer of a 
card-table in an adjoining room. 

The conclusion her ladyship now drew 
from all her Observation informed her of 
was, that Mr. Suckling had offended Rosa* 
bella by a breach of some dancing en- 
gagement; and much she marvelled at 
her, so mild as she was, evincing such 
powerful resentment, and he — proud as he 
sieemed — so much humble contrition for 
it ; and the moment they retired to their 
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Chamber that night — which was not at 
a very protracted period, as Lady Elstow 
was too primitive, and too much of an in- 
valide, to patronise waltzing er late hours, 
so that few, from the prohibition of the 
formet, were inclined to trespass to the 
latter — she began unmercifuUy to banter 
cur heroine, upon the rapid acquirement 
of all the airs, and graces, and imperious 
hauteur of a professed beauty and fine 
lady, — ridicule which, although Rosa feit 
pained through its being flung by the 
shaft of a beloved friend, yet she took 
in perfect serenity of temper ; and allow- 
ed no sarcasm levelled at her by Lady 
Meliora upon her new line of conduct, 
to elicit from her any explanation that 
might retaliate a wound. 
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CHAPTER X. 

On the subsequent morning, not only the 
wily Captain Hawk, but Miss Noyes* two 
knights from Hampton Court arrived, to 
pay their respects to Lady Elstow» and 
their devoirs to some of h^r inmates; 
'wben Lady Meliora renewed, but with 
more graceful playfulness of manner, and 
less poignancy in her satire, her attack 
upon Rosabella, for her magnificence to 
poor humbled Mr. Suckling ; and request- 
ed Lord Marsborough to gratify her cu- 
riosity, if possibly in his power, by im- 
parting to her the mystery, which con- 
«igned Miss Frederick to inaction for two 
dances. 

" Miss Frederick informed me, when 
I requested the honour of dancing with 
her the set your ladyship alludes to," Lord 
Marsborough replied, " that having found 
cause to refuse a gentleman for that very 
set, and without the subterfuge of pleading 
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an engkgement, shö therefore wb» compel* 
ed to sit by those dances; and to avoid 
attracthig Observation to the circumstance» 
she should plead fatigue as the motive of 
her doing so/' 

** Oh! mercy, mercy, what will thie 
iirorld come to, since Rosa afiects what 
she doed not feel ?" exdaimed Lady Me«> 
liora. ^^ Why, at Ravenswood she was so 
very primitive, that she considered it an 
absolute crime, to excuse herseif upon any 
Occasion, in any form that she could not 
testify as fact* Ah ! well might Mr. Stem- 
ham pcedict, that our emerging from our 
conservation at Ravenswood menaced de- 
struction to our morals/' 

Lord Marsborough now looked earnestly 
on Lady Meliora, with beams betraying 
an approach to admiration ; for now he 
thought she must absolutely be, what he 
had through the preceding morning de- 
nied — very beautiful, since twice she had 
surprised him with an appearance of being 
exquisitely so, when with unaffected ani* 
mation, she prodaimed the long race of 
her ^ovely friend in the cause of humanity j 



164 ROfiABEIiLA« 

and now, as she pronodnqed this frjendfs 
devotedness to truth. 

" But," continuedliady Meliora;, " his 
lordship's account convkfs you merely of 
fratning an excuse for your inaction» that 
was not the real motive for it ; so now, as 
the offender is not present, do impart to 
US his mighty crime and misdemeanor/' 
. ^* Miss Frederick is possessed of toö 
much of the essence of charity, to pro- 
claim the misdeeds of a transgressor to all 
the World,*' Said Miss Noyes, starting from 
her chair, and affecting business at a table 
near where her ladyship was seated, to 
whom she contrived to say unheard by any 
of the party besides — 

" Ask no further questions to distress 
your friend, — the Solution would not gra- 
tify you.'* 

Her ladyship deeply blushed, and Start- 
ed a new subject, although resolved to 
bring Rosa to confession the moment they 
should be tete d Ute in their Chamber that 
night. 

The visitors from Hampton Court naade 
something approaching to a Visitation, but 
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their sojourn was far exceeded >by Captain 
Hawk's, who outstaid evecy one who call-* 
ed, and those callers were rather nuine«* 

* • 

rous. 

Lady Derville had arranged for return« 
ing home that morning, but her hospitable 
bostess prevaiied for postponihg her little 
journey until the less sultry evening, which 
afibrded Captain. Hawk an opportunity of 
offering his Services as an escort home, 
to lull Lady Meliora's apprehensions of an 
attack from banditti ; and upon his offer 
being gratefully accepted, Lady Elstow 
feit it incumbent upon her accommodating 
poütessCy to invite this voluntary cfaampioa 
to dinner, who joyfuUy acceded to thi» 
hoped-for hospitality. After cofiee the 
party set out for town, under tlie pleasing 
prospect of visiting Richmond söon again,* 
as Lady Derville had commissioned her 
friend to take a house for her, as.near her 
own as pössible ; where she would remain: 
during her stay in England, as there with. 
facility she could procure those masters 
from town she wished for, to perfect her 
darling's education j some of whom she 
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porposed Mndly to aliow her ptofßgie the 
advaatage of ; whilst practising with Miss 
Noyes she considered would prove of in- 
calculable improvement to their vocal taste 
and execution. 

Captain Hawk set out on honeback at^ 

tßnded by bis groam, but after crossing 

Richmond Bridge, complaining that the 

Qoise of the landau prevented bis hearing 

what they honoured bim by addressing 

to him, Lady Meliora proposed bis Coming 

into the carriage j and as it was her dar- 

ling's proposition, although she thought 

he would have proved better protection as 

an equestrian, Lady DerviÜe made no 

objection. During their ride to town, he 

could not devote bis attention excluaive» 

ly to the object of bis determineil pur- 

suit, yet bis eyes were active agents for 

him in paying her unceasing bomage; 

whüst listening to all he could conWve to 

address particularly to her seemed Lady 

MeUora's only anxiety. 

At length they arrived in Sloane Street, 
^ the imprudent Meliora invited their 
^ 'e**^« escort to take bis tea with them ; 
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Atid ^oareeLy had Lady Derville ceased her 
mquiries for Mr. Sternham, who, she 
learned bjr a letter lefl for her from him^ 
was gone, through the summons of an 
express, to Dunstable — to attend the dytng 
ffloments of his oldest friend, taken iÜ 
OD bis route by Liverpool from Ireland— • 
when Lord Derville arrived, bringing with 
him all of their party from Berkshire, save 
Captains Duncombe and Neville, who still 
remained in that county, to attend the 
nuptials of the latter*« sister, which were ta 
take place the following day. 

*^ But, they will be up for the fite" said 
Mrs« O'Dowdy smiling expressively at 
Kosa, ^^ and if Alermont and I can bring 
a snug party to bear we are meditating to 
the Continent, Captain Duncombe is to 
accompany us ; and to perform our guide 
on an elegant tour to Paris, and Brüs- 
sels, and Valenciennes, where I shall 
get such lovely lace, and silks, and cam- 
bric, that I have quite set my heart on the 
measure; and so, my honey dear Lady 
Derville, you must spare your two bright 
Stars to me^ to light n» on our way." 
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" Your heart catinot be set niore on the 
measure than mine,'' exclaimed Lady Me- 
Ixora, " for go with you I will, that's 

** Oh ! how I envy — or rather, almost 
envy — since I never yet found myself 
sufficiently tempted to experience that ex- 
ecrable passion/' said Miss Standard, who, 
when the freak of Lady Meliora had left 
two places vacant in the carriage of the 
O'Dowds, had, with her brother, Captaia 
Standard, been invited to join the party ; 
" how I almost envy you this great good 
fortune in such an eligible and advan- 
tageous invitation, Miss Frederick ! Some 
individuals are amazingly lucky, but I am 
not one of those favourites of fortune ; and > 
I may live to hobble off the theatre of life 
on crutches, ere any one will compassion* 
ate my strong desire for improvement, 
by beholding the rieh mines of taste's in- 
struction which the Louvre contains j with 
long &c. of incalculable benefits to one's 
mental stores, by inviting me to join a 
party like this." 

" I'U teil you how to manage it/* ex« 
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claimed Misä; Acres,- nodding bW head 
sneeringly towards Rosa ; '^ fnake a con» 
guest of a rieh man, who will either take 
yau on the Continent . himself» or cause 
your foeing taken by st)ine accommodating* 
frieild/' 

** But, you See, Miss Acres,*' said Cap* 
tain O'Döwd, gravely, *' that without 
adopting this promising plan of yours>, 
Miss Frederick will be taken to Paris, 
if she will condescend to go/' ' 

** Condescend 1 !" exclaimed Miss Acres, 
oontemptuously« ^^ Condescend indecd 1 ! 
Well, that is a monstrous good one l Will 
a duck swim ?'* 

" As assuredly as a raagpie will chatter," 
said Mrs. O'Dowd; *^ so I trust my two 
young ducklings ^ill be allowed tö swim 
across the Channel with the protecting 
duck and drake of the brood of the^ 
O'Dowds, as soon as the Senate of grave 
talking birds have discussed the propriety 
of granting permission.'' 

** Propriety or not," exclaimed Lady 
Meliora, " I will go, since you will take 



me." 
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** And what says Rosa?*' dema&ded 
Mr. CyDowd. 

" Why," replied oür heroine, smiling 
and blushifiig, ^* Rosa inüst await the de* 
cision 0f the senate/' 

Mrs. O'Dowd soon contrived to draw 
Rosabella off to a ^ ^ te^i first to 
sing fortb, in the highest strains of pa- 
negyric, the praise of Captain Doncombe's 
house^ establishment, himBelfi and elegant 
attentive hospitality ; and then to consolt 
her upon the important sufc^t of their 
dress for the Jete ; and to leam aU that 
Lady Flowerdew had let transpire about 
the proper style of costume. 

This, to Mrs. O'Dowd important to- 
pic, would not speedily bave t^rminated, 
liad not Lady Wilemore orrived to take 
Charge of her niece home; who, nfter 
a long and elaborate flourish of thanks to 
her dear " honey/* and Captaän 0*Dowd, 
for their paretital hindn&M to her sweet 
Alinda ; and a manc&uvring sali ronnd the 
room, complimentihg and thanking evefy 
one; and adrpitly wbispering Lady JVfe- 
liora, " to have mercy on her two poor 
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ii^|Äifel&«, -wfeo were böth distriufteäly in 
love^i^h her j'' she hiimed aWäy her pre- 
cioüs ^ares, to gratify her painful impa- 
tience to learn^ if the fei^carsion into Berk- 
sbire b^ tanted üp äny föhuriate card 
for their specnktihg ädVatitäge. 

Thei veiy itromertt this häwker öf human 
treasureä häd qmtted the rooin, atöd 'before 
they could have cön!ipleted their descent 
of the stairs, Miss Acres ciommenced a 
sträin <)f the most violent invectives ägainst 
the whole race, ^' äs an odiöus pack, a de- 
testable selr, a 3tnpid tribe, &c. &c. ;" and 
above alf, Mr. Edward she pronounced as 
her particalar abomination, ^* since he had 
no niorls manners than a sea-hog — devising 
for her attiiisement, the whole of the first 
day they were out, the praises of Lady 
Meliora's böäuty." 

" That was indeed injudicioüs, ät least,'* 
Said Gaptaln O'Dowd. «' I thought ^^a 
sailor undei*stood the charts of gallantry 
breiter^ than to sail for the port of one 
lady'a favor, through the darigerous Chan- 
nel of another'spnaise/' 

" But the port of my favor he was nei- 

I 2 
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ther makiDg for, nor shall eyer arrive at; 
a beast! And what was her beauty to me? 
I was not going to market with it : — ^but, 
had I not contrived anotfaer. method (^. 
stopping bis rudeness, I would ha¥e;slap« 
ped his impiertinent chops for it.*' • 

/* My dear Miss Acres !" exclaim^d Mrs. 
AUworthy, who had arrived for her charge« 
now flying to her, and drawing her aside,^ 
to endeavour to lecture her into something 
more of the semblance of refinement : but 
all would not do ; the spirits of Miss Acres 
had bßen elevated by her excursion^ be- 
yond the restraints which her guardian had 
h,oped Mrs. AUworthy would have found 
means to acquire over her ^ and soon dash* ; 
ing away frooi this unpalatable conferenc^ 
she exclainoed-*- 

" Don't yoü believe you will ever prose 
me into a mincii^ puppet, Hke Miss Van- 
delure ; the rarjß work of your fine polish- 
ing arts, to be moved only by tlie actuating 
strings of elegance ajid propriety. All, non- 
sense and deceit 1 Sure^I have four thou- 
sand pounds per annutn in landed pro- 
perty, left me by my father j besides my 
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üocle Giles* legacy of tlie fat färms of 
t'allowdown, Buttersfield, Cropland, Har- 
'rowmede, and Heifersrill; the manoris öf 
Rabbitsborough, CrowpecTc, Longwcrod, 
and Maribury j with the freehölds of Pot- 
wollöp^ Yeanay, and Pairpromise) and 
that's refinement and accomjplishment 
enough fbr any girl : atid so I told Mr. 
Edward,, the sea^^hog.^ and vrhilsb I can 
stand» or walk» or run over su<sh' a tract as 
that of my own; and can dance to the 
pleasant tune of * money in bolh pockets,' 
I will neither go nor be driven to do any 
one thing I do not like." » 

At length, to tlis infinite relief of Lady 
DerviHe and Rosa, — who both feit fatigued 
froro the last night's gay revel — but to the 
pegret of Lady Meliora,— who riow could 
scarcely endure the cup of flattery's ab- 
sence from her thirsting lip — the party all 
took leave i and shortly after,. Lady Me- 
liora and our heroine retired to their 
Chamber, her ladyship panting for the gra- 
tification of her curiosity relative to Rosa's 
niystery of the preceding night, ¥?hich 
Miss Noyes had so painfully augmented^^ 
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and our h^roine, all kind and affectionate 
anxiety to venture upon a discussion whieh 
friendship urged her to, whil^t expenence 
v^hispered, she should top probably only 
offend by it.- However, the mspirations of 
duty conquered every other Feeling. in %hß 
bosom of Kosabella ; and afier Betty had 
left them to a tcte d tetCy ^he with a pal- 
pitating haart coompenc^d her ^pi^towisitis 
undertaking;. 
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CHAPTER XL 

^* My^ belaved Meliora/' said Rosabellä, 
^^ wift forgive my presumption, wfaen as- 
sured that all I am about to take the 
liberty of sayingi is the Inspiration of the 
most fervent and ge&uine afibction. May 
I then venture upon the liberty of asking 
yott» if you have conquered your attach- 
ment to Lord Montalbert, and mean to 
bestow your band upon Captain Hawk ?" 

Lady Meliora, ^ho always lingered a 
considerable time before the looking-glass» 
after the departnre of Betty each night ; 
now Started from the reflected image of 
beauty» and tumed her eyes with the flash 
of indignant ire upon .Rosahella» as scorn* 
fully she exclaimed«-— 

^^ Me^ conquer my attachment to the 
godlike Montalbert ! ! ! Me^ bestow mjf 
hmd upon Captain Uawk !! ! A pretty 
4^(ading match you have prcgected &>? 
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me indeed, most afiectionate Miss Rote- 
bella!* What> I suppose, because the 
manoeuvring toad-eater, Miss Noyes» pre- 
yented the men last night from foUowing 
their own inclinations by dancing with me^ 
you kindly coBceive I must be at my last 
prayers for a husband^ and gläd therefore 
to carry a knapsack.*'. . . 

" I know not of any mantoeuvring of 
Miss Noyes, to deprive yöu of partners:— 
nay» I am conviheed she practised noiie } 
since, believe me» Mtliora, the manoeuv* 
ring was all Captain Hawk^s/' 

** Captain Hawk'sü No, you cruelly 
defame hidcn : for he kindly procured part- 
ners for me ; when Miss Noyes instrücted 
them not to dahce with me» because i 
interdicted her aid» lest» when my back 
was turned/ she should scold about the trou- 
ble I had giveh her» as she did about the 
troüble she had in expectatiohJ' 

•* Pardon me, my dear Meliora» it I 
assert, and that most positively, the ma- 
nagement of Captain Hawk» to convince 
•very ^ inc|ividual present that you were 
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aflfiäöced lovers, deterired othet tneti frort 
päyiDg those attentions^ to. yöu, they eise 
would have .eagerly offer«di** - 

*• Impossible/' Said Lady Meliora, flät-. 
tered into decrease of indignation by this 
eonsQling suggestiom *^ Impossible ; no 
one pould« ppedume to degrade me by ä 
supposition, that I, with birth, fortune^ 
beauty,- talents, and- accomplishmetitSy 
would sacrifice all to^ a- mere captain of 
cavalry, with only a few hundreds* a year 
private fortune,-i-for, nptwitSstanding your 
bad opinion of him, he honourably told me 
that,-aüd the man, too, not sufÜciently 
kandsome to extenuate so mad a mea* 
sure." 

. " I»d$ed/^ said Rösra,^^ many degraded 
you last night by such a suppositiQn ; for 
with my own* ears, I heard many indivi* 
duals pronounce you lovers on the point 
of marriage ', and men calling you • Tan^v 
tkW- fruit," 

•' Upon my word, Miss^Rosa» I feel par- 
ticularly flattered by your asserting, that 
my. own conduct confirmed my degra* 
datioQ« . However>- 1- niust say, had you 
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eveo W€ paiiiicle of that. ;fn?pd$hip you 
frqfess, for me, you w,wl4 Jj9l<Xty)Ä*ve con^ 
tradicted so 9CandaIpiH a r§p9<rtM Wheii 
you were insulted yourselfi y«i^ could 
resent. Wlißn Mr.. SwkUng oie«^^ ,yp»r 
mightjr majesty» you (^Quldjresaiit'fQr yowr- 
lelf, with tbe indignant ijce. of ioiperiid 
pride/' 

«• Are you . cleaß the ,offiiiiß^ 1 so re* 
ten^d was.offeired tpjmyß^r dcmanded 
Roaa» mildly. 

•VCIear;. iinQißt .people^. adbiatti . yield 
amusement, Qt clQud th^ir«. bea^M^eous 
brow:S in anger, in thför ?Qal ft») others.'* 

^^ lu true firifnd^ip .9iich.zed may. be 
foundy I doubt not/' responded Rosa. . 

" Wby/* de^anded*QF: Jadyabip» a little 
el^ctrified by a^udden^ pang of appreheiu 
sion^. that ßpsi^'s unusijialJndigBation bäd 
l^en. awakened; Aft bei: accQiint ; •' whyi 
wfts it — could, it i be, aiiy ioipeitmonce 
about me, that made you so very.angiy ?*^ 

Rosa^ wa^ silent* 

" Nay, I insist on knp^ij^.*' 

** It is not^Qy.wMibii^beli^ii^e me^* ev^er to 
say any th^ng to ditfrfs« you/' »plied tbo 
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^fiactionatß Hosabella ; ^^ but perhaps it 
miiy be a bfetter proof of my friendship 
to teil you all ; as it may yield convictlooj 
that sufferiog the atteqtlons of Captain 
Hawk so conspicuously, is an injury to 
you," 

. Lady Meliora now seated herseif in an 
apiMTOximate chair^ trembling with appre* 
henaion of hearing» ttmt some insult had 
heßn offered to her mi^tchless charms, 

•* Mr. Suckling,'' said.Rosa, " had the 
presumption to say,— and near enough to 
me fof my suffeting the mortification of 
hearing him — in reply to that girl he flew 
from you ta adolate, who^ had afiectedly 
exclaimed-«^ That lady sometl^ing, from 
Ireland, is quite smitten by that staring 
taptain*' 

" * Wht^, J^BMiy Meliora Monson ? Oh ! 
rtö is sui^h an egregiou$)y vain fool» she 
wpuld be imtantly smitten with any man, 
who could sacrifice his intellect to the 
amusement of making fine speeches to her. 
Why» I found her so neiur the brink of 
Ipye's precipic^ for »w, thÄt, through com- 
passijvn tq tk»t poor feUaw, who v^an^g her 
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cashy egad! I was compelled to fiy ancf 
leave the field to him, which I perceive he 
bas already won.' 

<* As I was Standing with ihy back io 
them at the moment all this was uttered^ 
when I turned suddenly round, and fixed 
fny eyes upon him, beaming with the In- 
dignation he had awäkened, he wsts over^ 
whelmed with the mbst evident eonfusion i 
whilst the Miss tittered, and elegahtljr as^ 
sailed his side with her elbow, as she lowly 
articulated— - 

*• • This is a scrape \ What will yo» 
do?'" 

" * Ohl I shall sooii eontriie to make 

my peace/ he repUed, in the same low 
murimir. 

" Shortly after, that set terminated, and 
he had the further insolepce to suppose, a 
tribute to my vanity would prove a peaee- 
offenng - for he had the effrpntery to ask 
me to dance^i proudly decKned, without 
pleadmg engugement. 
^rli ^""^ Suckling blushed deeply, and reC 

»' ot what b«d bee^ said j and re«. 
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turned almost itmnediately to nie, accom*- 
päfiied by Miss Noyes> to assure me, * I 
had, by partially hearing -whart was said^ 
ftitsfakeii itV purpopt/ 

^ *• That my hearing wa» partial, I own/ 
I replied> * but it was that partiality awak- 
ened by conviction of the^ excellelice of 
the head and heart oF her I heärd so un« 
jüstly and wantonly ridiculed»*' 

*^ In shorty Miss Noyes Gould not sut> 
eeed in msdcing bis peace ; for althougli 
I despised the transgressor^ I could not 
ft>rgive hinii; aiid in a quarter of anhour^ 
which I suppose he passed in: the comt 
Position of it, he- returned with a fine set 
»peech of apology ; but as its tone was 
that of hi» own extenuation at youi: kx*^ 
pense, I left him in^ the middle of it.'' . 

A kMid sob- of Lady Meliora*» no w prcu 
elahned ta Rosa — who^ sitting up iii he( 
bedy had given. thi» narrative*-— that her 
friend was weeping. 

" My beloved Meliora/' exclaimied oiir 
Heroine, springing fiom her bed and fly- 
ing to her, " do not cry about it; but 
in future, do not, by bestowing attention 
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upon fools and coxcooibst allow. tbesa to 
^bricate shrines for incense to thjelr own 
detestable vanity." 

*• Oh ! I must, I ¥rill cry ; and/ like poojp 
Niobe, I shall be drowned in my teare/' 
sobbed out Lady Melipra» tbrowing her 
arms around. Rosa's neck, ^' to think such 
crael, ill-natured, and mortifying tbing^ 
shoidd be said of me : — of me, wbo nev^i 
never, loved any man in my whole life, 
but Lord Montalbert, to/wbom my Keärt is 
so dQvotedly attacb^» that it ;Woiild break 
in six ^ weeks, was any thing .to OQCur to 
preyent my union with bim." 

^^ Since such are your fecling^ :reli^ve 
tp JuotA Montalber^^ said Kosah^a, '^ do^ 
not youfself provethe meana ofbreaking 
off youü iinion» by a continuatwu of en* 
Qouragi^iii^t to C^ptain Hawk j for can^ 
y« be «certain ypu bave no obaerver wbo 
>»«9^ ^i^^ad.abcpAd.ycHjrapparent deyotion 
to this man ^ and should Lord Mpntalbert 
^^'W^c.to hear of itji. can yoq ßuppose tbe 

*^w»qBence cQuld provq fayourAUe to 
^ Why Burely. How, hift lordshiii muai 



conclude; I eoidd. not mope about like one 
forlorn,— just as if I could find no one oi^ 
the, surface of the earth to admire me 
dunBg: hiB abseofce — and therefore, that I 
merely cqn^escend^d to flirt with this 
fOBU, tor begui^e tbe cbeerless mqment^ 
of <^r sepAT^on." 

<* OhT' s^id Rosa, <* I fear that Sug- 
gestion woidd rather retard than promote 
jow. Union ivith bis Iprdsbip. Few thinkr 
ing nien. wo»ld ventiire . to embairk uppn 
the ha^a|^d9^g oceaa of wedlock with a 
woman, whose tbirst .fpr admiration woul4 
not permit her to exist, during any tempo-, 
Tfkiy absence of bis, witbout a cicisbeo ; for 
he. would fear, that neitber prudence ncor 
d^capy held its perfect jurisdic^on in ^ 
bosoHit where vanity could posseßs . sucli 
flii^Ieadi^g influence« No, my beIoye4 
]|f elipra» your flirtation with Captain Hi^wk 
canüpt Ji>e thus extenuated ; the heart that 
Lord Montalbert seeks, he wiU. expect tp 
^d in tbe cry stal sfaprine that purity con^ 
^ors^s to connubis^l Ipve.-' 

Rp»t, I wjpD never mpre speak tp 
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HawR. Tott' sKall- forWd' hifrt ^he Kous^ 

to-morrow for me;'* - - ^ - -^ L ^ 

** Softiy, but steadily, my dear Meliorai 

-^Cäptain Hawk, althoügh I am firmly per^ 

suaded I may pronouttce him a designiDg 

man, who has spim hiä- ö^bäe snares afround 

to entoil you, — ^has not Been detected irt 

any thing to calF forth so violent a mea- 

sure. You nrast yourself destroy the hopesl 

your unfortunate ent^ouragement has but 

too naturally led bis presumption tö-shelter» 

By graduaHy vrithdirawing yoiM* attention? 

from bim. And with unfaltering'firmness', 

— ^yet tempered' with mildnes9— tbis mus* 

be accomplished ; for, f^er such encou« 

ragement as yours has- impradently al* 

though ihadvertenely been^ ymirs, my be* 

loved friend, is, I- fear, a difficült task tö 

5Jounteract it. Your gnardian might &fl 

m destroying hopes that you have raised» 

Male interference cannotj without manifest 
danger .*'' 

; "I»»deed, Rosa, I have given him ni> 
hope whatever," exclaimed Lady Meliora, 
fopaüetrtly mtemipting her, «<for altfeough. 
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doring the kst few days, he has seized 
every opportimity o£ making the most ar* 
dent, undisguised love to me, I have inva*- 
riably pronounced hi» declaratians non- 
sense^ and that I had no heart to give lunr; 
but still he wöuld not believe me:-— and 
ßo^ as you see he will not attend to my 
discouragement» I am snre the only plan 
must be, forbidding him the house/' 

^ I very much fear this is a more dii&« 
cult case, than you and I are competent to 
act in. * You must therefore, to ah ab»^ 
Bolute certaihty^ confide all to Lady Der^ 
ville . to^morrbw)'' said Rosabella, now 
tremblitig in alarm. ^VToür having listen« 
ed with complaceticy to him, after hi» 
unequtvocäl avawals of attachment, may 
have constituted a dangerous species of 
encoujragetmemt, not easily to be Qver^ 



come/^ 



'* FoT the sakl^ of mercy, Rosa» da not 
terrify me out of my witsP' exolaitned 
Lady Meliora, ceasing to weep, and look» 
ing perfectly aghasi. ^< Surely, you do 
not mean to insinuate the dire occurifrace 
of any fatal catastrophe» like that we waä 
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of in a newapaper» lyhen we were Cttle 
girlsy-^and tbat Hawk will shoot me, and 
jtben himself ?" 

" Wby np/' retivned Rosa, smiling 
as j^ shuddeFßd ^ *^ I think Gapfaüi Hawk 
pmss life top muph,^ aif^ yov top littte, tQ 
be tbe perpetrator of 30 terrible a ca- 
tastrophe;.: but. hv i^ sometimes resotted 
to in auch kind of ofuses j and to haveyour 
naqj^a bro^ght hsfore thp put^» in, a triat 

jure it intO|«r^wöHJdr-'' 

WonU. be aloEwnt M bad. as ah^^otiniB^ 
qw/' crie4i h^ iV>w tremblipg ladyship^ 
impatiently» ^* l^y» ^one than sho^qg 
jne, sincjs depriving me of the esteem öf 
the matchless Mootalbeft would be con«^ 
signing me to a liogering deatb« But 
really, tiiis hcurible idea of your suf^ 
gestion makes me sincerely sorry I ever 
eaeouraged this . maii^ by listening to bis 
love ; but» you know I could not elode my 
ears whUst he persisted in utteringhis ten- 
der strains ; and beQideSi I always under? 
»tood it to be tbe privUege of beautys to 
make ftcor^ea of menr-misemUe for lifet 
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without eyer.l^ayi^ one's humanitj in the 
least implicated : and I know such achieve- 
mexitB were precUcted fpr me, a^i o^ matter 
of copre?^ M(h^n a mere habe in; lea^ing 
strini^ >. fpt; QUQrof the earUeat thing»'. my 
.vp^emavy clixfga , to« is, hearixig t^e nurses^ 
and . evi^ry seryasit ^bfout Ravenswpody iq» 
p^^^^ntly declaire» ^ my face wppld xßfke 
^^^y, Ä,mftii*s heart ache.''' 
^ '* It i)S: top late to-night to argue. lipoipi 
tlie justice of giving to beauty the powiir 
of the , basilisk»" aaid Rosa } ** but, I truit 
jour m^moTYf my dear Mdiora, may provc 

ES. retentive to the necessity of a new and 
.c^utiomsL, CQU|^e tpwacdS; Captain Hawk ; 
and that your reflecfcipns on your piilow 
may lead you to seek counael from your 
afiectionat^. grandmother^ who must be 
more competent to the task of advising 
yo^ than I 9>vß/\ 

^^ I a^ not clear of thaty" replied ladjr 
Melior^ ;, *^ for you, I am confident» wil| 
never involve yourself in such a scrape» 
as this may possäly prove of min^^j and 
griandmama oiight to h^ve prepareii me 
for avoiding 9i^c^ 4i^ig^eu6 i^oalsj er« 
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slic allowed my entraac0 on tlie sed öf 
lue/* 

** As to me," said Rosd, not enduring 
that any censure, however merited, should 
rcst upon her beloved benefactress» ** I 
«hall of course most probably benefit by 
example, and not thrcnrgh my own stt- 
perior powers of mind^ v^hilsti as to being 
prepared for such shoals as this yöu have 
run upon,' Lady Derville beliöyed the 
wisest way was, that of jnsfilling every 
good and virtuous prihciple iiito yotrr 
hearts and that wonld prove yonr seciu 
rity/* 

•* AhJ Rosa, fifce the pacKng case poor 
Terry took from the Stores at Ravens*- 
Wood, to convey his* best Kvery &c. to 
London, because it loöked clean and neat; 
and appeared withottt flaw ; biit he forgot 
that strength was recjuisite fbrihejoürneyj 
and wh^ttcälled iiito use it was fornid iin- 
safted to th6 pürpose; and In- defiancfe 
pr. every fair promise of appearance, the 
"*'8t rough^ blow it was assäiied by shatteri- 
^ Poor .Terry 's ^^pectatiohä from his 
P'«e* Ah- ! Charles Was nglVt j • W? öught 
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t0 ^aye^benB.fited ]by tbe salutäry lessan« 
presentecj. by an iiit^rcoui:se with: society#« 
as you will be by my faulty example«. 
Suosa; and not to have been left in total 
ignorance of the temptationa that might, 
assail US, or of . the mental strength and- 
knowledge that .could lea4 us to resist 
them." 

And now, having.found an excuse ibr 
berown inexcusable cpndiM^ towards Cap« 
tain Hawk, the consolatipn it afTorded to 
her painfui mortification in hävingacted 
reprehensibJy sobn composed the aspect of. 
Lady Mehora to so much apparent calm-. 
ness, that Rosabelia very shortly was at 
füll liberty to retirje once more to her, 
bed. 

But, although thie composuve, reared 
for a iime xipon the conviction of another. 
being more faulty than herseif, permitted. 
Lady Meliora to seek her pillow too, yet 
there the remembrance of Mr. Suck- 
ling's insulting opinionof her quicklyre-*. 
cjurred like a frightful sprite to banish rest- 
from that pillow^ and to torture her mjnd 
with every päng of mortified vanity and 
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wounded delicacy j so tbat when her ten- 
der]y attädhed friend sprang, up in^the 
mornifig, tö J>repäre ßwf ätietkdihg fAdf 
Dervilte ta the Foundlir% Ghäpel, i,ö hear 
a populär pteacher» she införmed her, 
** that her bead äched so rauch fröin fret- 
ting about Mr. SueWing's impertihericte, 
that she could not possibly go to church/' 
'* Bat/* hörladyship added, ** only teil 
grandmaniä I MH merely lazy, and \«rant 

• * 

to save myself för to-morrow's ^fe ; äiid 
as you and shö will remain tete d tete 
during tbis löiig ride — do yöu, on your 
retum— 4kic6 I Would not have her de- 
votion distorbed by such a disagreeable 
communication — impart to her all my per- 
plexity relative to Captain Hawk; and 
leam wbät she advises upon the subject; 
but remember, if Mr. Sternham is to be 
summoned into Council, I will run restiff 
at once. In the mean time, should Cap- 
tain Hawk call, I shall of course be denied 
to bim; and shall keep perdue in my 
Chamber the whole morning, not even 
venturing to the park, lest I should en- 
counter him." 
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Distressing as th» comiDission was, Ro- 
sabella was pleased that it was confided 
to her ; since» however leniently she might 
represent the imprudence of her friend^ 
she was well aware Lady Derville would 
come much nearer to the important facts» 
than by Lady Meliora's own Statement. 

The comtminications of the gentle and 
a^ctionate Rosabella overwhelmed the 
adoring grandmother with distress, em- 
barrassment, and dismay. She feared» with 
her protegeCf that Captain Hawk had spun 
his toils so sid)tly round the inexperienced 
Lady Meliora, that it would require better 
management than her own to extricate 
her, without unpleasant consequences. 
Male interference was too dangerous to 
bethought of ; hers, Lady Derville feared, 
woiild only lead him to the adoption of 
some more serious arts and stratagems; 
and from seeking the aid of friends she 
revolted} since this would be to betray 
the reprehensible imprudence of her. dar- 
ling, and lay her open to much deserved 
censure. 

Althoügh long was the way from the 
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♦ 

Foundling to Sloane Street» Lady Dervüle 
and her protegee had not time for half the^ 
consultation the urgeacy of the case re- 
^ired; and when the <:arriage stopped. 
at their home, the only hope their- vishes 
faad to rest upon for tenninatin^ this dan- 
gerous as improper flirtation was, through 
the promise of Lady Meliora, to commence 
her plan of discouragement by confining 
h^elf in her Chamber that moming, 
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Chapter xii. 

BüT cruelly and unexpectedly was this 
hope destroyed, by an electric shock 
of astonishment that assailed them both^ 
when, on entering the drawing rooras upon 
their return, they had the grief and dis-, 
may of beholding this very identical Cap- 
tain Hawk, seated on a chaise longue by 
Lady Meliöra, in easy, playful conver- 
satioii "With her. 

An event had occurred during the night 
in one of the adjoining houses,, to cause 
that part of the street to be covered with 
straw ; so that the carriage had stopped, 
without those above, engaged in aiiimated 
flirtation, from hearing it ; and the street- 
door being open to answer a ring for the 
kitchen, no signal was made of their ap- 
pf oach ; so that Lady Derville appeared 
as an appalh'ng apparition before her in- 
cörrigibly imprudent grandaughter, who 

VOL. IV, K 
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fltarted from the chaise löngue the momerit 
she belield her, and so did Captain Hawk; 
who however, with promptly rallied seif* 
possession, changed the motive of his 
rising to the appfearance of respect ; and, 
with the profound bow of courtesy, hc 
attempted to take the hand of Lady Der- 
ville, to lead, her to the seat he just 
had arisen from ; b^ut her ladyship with 
fecoiling hauteur withdrew her hand, and 
turning gravely to her grandaughter, she 
Said — 

** I ihust confess, Lady Meliora, I did 
not expect to find you in the dra^ing 

room. nor in such close Conference with 

... • - • . «• . . 

any man now in England." 

Captain Hawk.started, changed coloyr, 
and walked towards a windpw. Lady 
Derville continued — 

" Was it for thjs snug Ute a tSte you 
excused yourself from yoiir sacred duties. 
that Captain H?iwk mjgl^t make you^the 
cpnfident of his passion for Miss Koyes» 
perhaps,^ or some other friend of yoursj 
or you to make him yours of— but holdl 
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youDg ladies* secrets mast not be betrayed 
so unnecessariiy ; tiberefore I will not be 
the trampet to prodaim iV 

Captain Hawk stül kept bis face turned 
to tbe Window, but bis frame was visi* 
biy agitated j and Lady Meliora, after 
an eifort to re^n ber power of articu- 
lation, Said — 

*^ Indeed, grandmama, it was not for 
a Conference of tbis nature I admitted 
Captain Hawk : since, for my part, I plaeed 
that confidence in bim betöre I went to 
Riebmond; but I received bim in your 
absence to answer a note be sent to my 
room ; . as be bad been offered some tickets 
for tbe Royal Grallery for to-morrow, and 
wisbed to consult witb me upon tbe num- 
ber our party migbt require." 

^' Captain Hawk was extrem'ely oblig- 
ing," responded Lady- Derville ; ** but we 
sball not bave occasion to avail ourselves 
of bis polite attention, as Lady Elstow was 
kind enough to obtain for me as many 
tickets as could be requisite.'* 

Captain Hawk now muttering bis great 

k2 
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concern at not ■ being allowed the grati* 
fication of being useful to her ladyship, 
and Casting a look of raingled upbraiding 
and despondence at Lady Meliora, hastily 
departed ; and Rosabella, believing it 
right to retire, and leave her two agitated 
friends to an unwitnessed Conference, was 
about to quit the room, when Lady Der- 
ville exclaimed**- 

" Do not go my dearj utitil you make 
your acknowledgments to Lady Meliora 
Monson for the kind hoax she has wittily 
treated you with, in sending you as her 
embassadress to me, with pleasing Com- 
munications of errors and perple:^ities she 
had involved herseif in, and wished for my 
aid in extricating her from ; at the same 
time that they were a recreation, slie had 
determined*by no means to relinquish/' 

Lady Meliora flew to Lady Derville^ 
threw her arms around her neck, and 
bursting into tears, sobbed out — 

*' Lecture me ; reprobate my condudt 
as much as you think proper ; but de not— 
do not say I was insincere iti the com- 
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mission I gave tny dear Rosab^Ua. I was 
— I am serious in my wish to have this 
man discouraged," 

*' Then, if sincere in this point," de- 
manded . Lady Derville, a little softened 
from her high displeasure by her darling's 
tears — " why, after expressing your pru- 
dent intention of not being visible to hitn, 
until some line was marked out for you to 
recede by, and. after orders had been 
issued to the domestics for not admittrng 
any one, did I find him experiencing the 
unequivocal encouragement . of a familiär 
tele d tHe with you ?'* 

'* Oh ! grandmama, it was all occasion- 
ed by that beautiful note he sent me; 
importuning to see me — and by my — 
indeed, I will conceal nothing from you 
and Rosa --^ by my having, just at the 
moment of its arrival, . completed my 
toilet; and thinking, as I looked-so un- 
commonly well, it would be a very great 
pity, ^ to blusfa unseen, and waste my 
ßweetness on the desert air ;' so those two 
untoward circumstances conspired, to make 
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me at fiirst wffver, and tken to break my 
prudent resdiotion." 

*^ I should like to see that note, I must 
own/* Said Lady Derville, ** it might lead 
me to form some idea of how far the man 
conceives he iia$ met encouragement. 
Have you any ^bjection to my reading 
it ?" 

** None, grandmama $ although I fear 
you will consider it too foolishly tender, 
too romantically passionate, for me to be 
6o pleased with it." 

" Oh! Meliora!'' exclaimed her agt- 
tated guardian, pale with alarm ; *^ and is 
it possible you were drawn by a direct love 
biUet, a tender passionate mddress^ from 
your prudent resolution, into a Ute d Uk 
with him ? This was indeed encourage- 
ment, that must lead him to disbelieve ssy 
simple assertion of other attachment ; or 
to believe that you are a jilt of the very 
first magnitude ; and must lead me to con- 
dude the attachmeat, you prociaimed 
having formed for Lord Montalbert, an 
ideal one." 



inv 

ith 



UOSABELLA. 199 

" No, tnadam, nö," bxcläimed Lady 
Meliora, suddenly ceasing to weep, and 
clasping her hands with solemn energy ; 
** you wi^ong my powers of discriminätion 
by this belief; for, firm as rests our faith 
on Heaven, so true, so tender, so un- 
äliecfable is ^ my affection for Lord Moni- 
albert ; and so interwoven is now m 
every hope öf hä'ppihess in my union wit 
him, that coiild anjr thing occur to o'ver- 
throw that basis I häve formed for my 
earthly felicity, yoii too soon woiild be 
fatally cönvi'nced of what an attachment 
mine was.'* 

« Well/' saiü Lady Derville, tears 
trembling ih hfer eyeä, at the horrible Sug- 
gestion öf her, in pbssibility, surviving 
her iaoi ; *^ I bavie often heard the heart 
of woman pronounced a püzzle, posing 
even the most sage philösopbers to ex- 
pound; thereifbre^ I cännot pretend to 
define hdw the same Heärt can contain 
so devoted ah attachment to one man, 

• • ^ » - • 

and find such re^istless charms in the 
Society of another ; — ^but this digression 
häs led me from my object of perusing 
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this attractive note ; which, like the üotes 
of the Syren, drew ypu to the fats^ shore 
possibly to meet destruction/' 

Lady Mdiora tumed to the chaise Ion- 
gue where they bad been seated, to look 
fbr it; but there it was not, and after 
the most diligent search it could no where 
be found ; although Lady Meliora acknow- 
ledged she had brought it from her room, 
to ask Captain Hawk to teil her a word she 
could not decipher. 

" Then it is piain/' said Lady Dervüle, 
at length, '' that he took it away with him; 
having reason, I conclude,^ for not wishing 
that his own hand-writing should rise in 
judgment against him, if a better specu- 
lation should cross his path. Yoü, I trust, 
silly, infatuated girl ! have not committed 
yourself by ever addressing any thing in 
writing to him.*' - 

'* I never had an opportunity, ma*am," 
returncd Lady Meliora, dryly ; almost in- 
clined to indignant wrath with her grand- 
mother, for addressing to her so inap- 
plicable a term, as " silly girl." 

*' That, at least, is fortunate} sinc^ 
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it i^i^ould not facilitate your wishes relative 
tO' Lord Montalbert, to have the exact 
degree of encourageinent you have given 
to Captain Hawk made a question before a 
Jury. 

Lady Meliora, blanching to the paleness 
of deathat this Suggestion, was just burst- 
ing into a flood of tears, when a loud 
sounding of the knocker rallied her spirits, 
by announcing the approach of visitors ; 
but, apprehending too mahy traces of re- 
cent agitation remained, not to dim the 
lustre of her irresistibility, she determined 
upon retreating to^recover ; and, not wish- 
ing for a continuance of ä theme she found 
so mortifying to her, as that of;ber pwn 
imprudence, forbade Rosa's acc'pDupfti^ying 
her. ' - f r 

The visitors proved to be Mrs.AU- 
worthy.and her three heiresses, attend)edas 
usual by Lord Derville ; and scarccly were 
they all established in the drawing room, 
when. Lady Wilemore and her three spe- 
culating-sources arrived. 

** Will you not all go to Hyde Park, 
to See how Bartholomew Fair Ipoks upon 

K 5 
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royal groond^*' demanded her ladysbip, 
tbe moment she was seated. ** But where, 
pray, is tbat sweet snd lov^ Lady Me^ 
liora ? I want to iaveigle h«r to occupy a 
plaee in my carriage, which I shall make 
one of my young beroes mount the box to 
vacate* Nay, why do you look so al^mh 
ed, Ned, as. if you couid possibly fear 
^iüg aloft?-' 

** Bot he does thoogb^" eaDdaimed Miss 
Acres ; *^ and who can wonder, when his 
exaltation will reaiofe bim from the trans- 
port of gazing at the beauty (^ beaiities. 
C^! was I but half the fat^ms deep 
in love with this Pwagon**^«nd by the 
way^ you wilk have b^th a Paragon and 
9k Standst of Perfection^ in^ your iamily, 
when Lady Meliora enters it*— this Paragon 
of Beauty, as your laG(yi^ip> assures us 
she is, I would play my brother Johnny 
a slippery trick ; and by a few manoeuvres 
of nautieal skiU^ and a« few broadsides 
of nautical oourage^ take the prize of their 
niutual speculation^ and sail^ oflF with it 
for njy rewardi" 

'^ NcK^ thati wouldv be tbe steakhy 
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matioeuvring of a privateer, not like the 
honourable attack of His Majesty's tiavy," 
Said Lord Derville, smiling. " Better 
give up the Meliora as a förlorH hope ; 
and each brother chase the rieh prizes 
under convoy of the Allworthy ; aiid we 
sliall see which proves the prowess of 
the navy or the army mosf rapidly ex- 
emplified." 

** Do not talk of the navy häving the 
presümption to make an attäck upoii me/' 
exclaimed Miss Acres. 

Lady Meliora now believing hierseif siilf- 

f ■ .. ^ 1***" * f 

ficently restored to the brilliancy of füll 

«• .•■' 4''' ii«^ 

beauty, appieäred, to call, förth the most 
unqüali^ed adulation of Lady Wilembre^ 
and the most carefuUy unVeiled ifluendöeis 
ö^ deep impressions mäde by Her matchless 
charms upoii certain ijöung heroei^ who 
should be natneless ; atid upon now repeat- 
ing her projecf fof häving a place in 
her carriage filled by the most fascinäting 
creature in existende, to the infinite siir- 
prise and chagrin of her grandmothei^i 
Lady Meliora promptly, and witlt ap- 
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parent pleasure, acceded to the propo- 

sition. 

" I thought," Said Lady Derville, se- 
riously, *^ that you had determined not 
to go out to^ay, lest the, little indispo- 
sition you complained of might increase 
to the prevention of your attending the 

fite to-morrow." 

" But the day is so inviting, and the offer 
so tempting, grandmama," replied Lady 
Meliora, with a coaxing smile; " and I 
really think air will prove beneficial to 
me: at all events, you know it will im- 
prove my complexion for to-morrow/' 

" I had wished you to accompany Rosa 
and me to call upon Lady Howerdew, 
to whom I think that attention is due from 
you, had you not considered yourself too 
unwell to quit your room to-day.*' 

Lady Meliora smiled resistlessly, pat- 
ted her grandmother's cheek playfuUy, 
and, as usual, was permitted to follow 
the Impulse of her own inclinations ; and 
the Bryaustone Square party, attended 
1>7 Lord Derville, set out for the park 
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at the same moment. Scarcely were 
they *all departed, when Mrs. O'Dowd 
arrived in almost breathless dismay, to 
know if any of her honey friends would 
accompany her to Mansfield Street. 

" For," she said, ** I am thrown by 
a note just received from Lady Flower- 
dew into the greatest consternation ; since 
her ladyship is to be of Her Majesty's 
party; and therefore cannot comply with 
my request, for taking my Ravenswood 
beauties and myself under her auspices 
to-morrow evening ; so I must lose no 
time in going to ask her ladyship, what 
we will do : for I by no means choose 
to have Lady Wilemore for our ciceroni^ 
to be throwing my paragons into shade, 
whUst she is exhibiting her own ; and 
to be bringing US, my honet/ f, to those 
spots — ,no matter whether stylish or 
otherwise — where she can make most by 

US." ' 

Mrs. O'Dowd now hearing that Lady 
Derville and protegee were bound to 
the same port, it was soon decided they 
should all go together. 
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They found Lady Flowerdew at home, 
änd, an unusual circumstance, alone ; Mrs. 
O^Dowd therefore lost not one moment 
unnecessarily, ere she commehced her 
anxiously panted för consultation and in- 
quiries; to all of which her ladyship at- 
tended, and answered with the most 
gratifying courtesy; älthough she cast 
many an arch gliance at Rosabella ; and 
Lacfy Derville's wonder was awakened, 
at the complacent patience of her sister 
peeress. 

At length, throügh a resistless impülise 
of chatity tö Lady Flowerdew, Lady Der- 
ville t6rminated this visit of iriterrogation ; 
and äs her ladyship expressed anxiety to 
reach honie, in hope of hearing from 
or seeing* Mr. Monsoti, (Urho she con- 
cluded, as- he had imbibed such a mauia 
for behölding sight^, would not fail tb 
return fbr the'/^fe,) they, in cöiisequencö, 
proceeded back to Sloane Street. 

But no Charles, no account of him 
await€fd the expectations of bis anxioüs 
grandmöther j and furthiEir tö increäse hör 
uneasiness, after wäitihg dinnef si' con- 
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siderablö titne for Lady Meliora, a not^ 
amved from her, to announce her hav- 
iög been prevailed upon by Lady Wile- 
mofe to accöiÄpany her home to her fa- 
mily dinner ; but to make amends for tbat 
desertion, they would all drink tea in 
Sloane Street. 

The 0*Dowds forming part of Lady 
Derville's dinner circle, they now sat 
down to their long protracted repast ; ahd 
scarcely had they commenced it, when 
an express arrived, forwarded from Ftee- 
castle's to Captain 0*Dowd. 

** Well, I am sorry," he exclaimed, tbe 
moment he cast bis eyes over the Letter 
the express brought him, '^ and must re- 
quest Lady Derville's permission to retire 
a few moments to reply to it. It is an 
apology, Dora, from Duncombe and Ne- 
ville, for not coming up to town to-night ; 
but the bride elect, Miss Neville, was 
taken so dangerously ill, that the cere- 
mony could not take place; and the 
whole family are in such a State of grief 
and distraction, that Neville of course 
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could not come; and Duncombe, aU 
though his heart is . with us, cannot in 
common humanity .quit his friend, whilst 
so afflicting a blow is pending over hun»" 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

ScARCELY had our Sloane Street party 
re-established themselves in the drawing 
room, when Lady Wileraore, her Standards, 
and the recruit she now trusted she had 
enlisted for the captain of the troop, ar- 
rived to tea; and whilst this Hght beve- 
rage was going forward, Captain O'Dowd, 
after looking a few moments out of a 
window, Said — 

♦' This is one of the most heavenly 
evenings I ever recollect seeing, in this 
circle of the globe ; and yet, I should not 
be in the least surprised to see rain fall 
heavily, ere twenty-four hours make their 
ijnvarying round/' 

" Alermont ! is it mad you are, man ?" 
exclaimed Mrs. O'Dowd, looking ludi- 
crously dismayed, ** or what is it can 
bewitch you, to talk such nonsense and 
stuff? Is it rain, my honey ! when every 
thing is ready for the fite ,?*' 
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^^ The regulators of this business seem 
to have observed the same prognosüc 
in the clouds that you have, sir,** said 
Captain Standard, " since every one was 
surprised at a notice being issued to-day, 
stating, ^ that in case of rain or unfa- 
vourable weather, a further postpotiement 
of the fite must take place/ " 

" Well," cried Mrs. O'Dowd, angrily, 
^' of all the cruel, absurd, and atrocious 
notices that ever was issued, that was 
the most abomtnable. Why, it must have 
been the dire plot of some jacobinical 
wretch, to throw a damp upon the loyal 
ardor of the public, and cause a brotdU 

** With whoni, niy dear ?" demanded 
Captain O'Dowd, smiling archly. " With 
^olus, as keeper of air-stores to the Frince 
Regent, and with — '* 

" And with. you," interrupted ÄIrs. 
O'Dowd, now laughing at her own anger, 
^' for your ill-natured, visionary prc^os- 
tica. As well might they in China äsue 
notice, < that should a fall of snow tftke 
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place, the pasrtime of the emperor and 
court must be postponed/'' 

But, contrary to that genial State Mrs. 
O'Dowd had determined the weather 
ought to reoiain in for general accommo- 
dation, arose the succeeding morning, for 
dense was the ätitiosphere, änd the heavy 
clouds showered down their humid bür- 
den ; white many a female heart arose that 
morning as heavy as the clouds, srid wept 
large dröps in unison. 

Lady Meliora was over^h^lmed by dis- 
may, when the impetuous Betty burst into 
her room to awake her ; and with ddofous 
clamor proclaimed, ** it was raining cats 
and dogs ;" bat Rosabella endeavoured to 
od&sole her> with that comfölt to be de- 
rived from yet looking forward to plieasure 
orftly suspended« This höweter would not 
aiiswer ; Lady Meliora declared postponed 
{deasares either never took place, or eise 
when arrived, wearied with protracted an- 
ticipation, nothing answered your ejtpecta- 
tionik 

Our heroine with a smiie inquired, 
how her friend, so new to pleasure, 
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had found experience of what she affirm- 
ed. But Lady Meliora did not require 
any experience to convince her it must 
be so ; for she knew it was so ; and so 
it remained for Rosa, whose next attempt 
at consolation was attended with better 
success : — for venturing at a '' may be it 
niay clear up,** proved so coasonant to the 
wishes of her ladyship, that instantly she 
adopted this hypothesis as the prophetic 
augury of the Delphic Oracle ; and in 
the altered accent of soothing hope, she 
e:is:claimed — 

" Oh ! I am certain it . will clear up j 
for although the rain falls heavier than 
when Betty opened the ahutters, and it 
is grown considerably ^thicker and dark- 
er, yet l really think these are rather 
auspicious omens than otherwise : — and 
more than all, because you are going 
to the Jete ; and you ^re alwaya so 
lucky/' 

The post of this morning brought an 
excuse from Mr. Sternham to his patrpness, 
fpr his protracted absence, through th« 
dangerous statc^ he had found his.friend iQ» 
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wfaom, älthough certainly better, he thought 
it would be unkind yet to leave ; but 
hnpoUtic was the tertn the speculating 
gentleman oiight to have used, since 
bis friend was rieh, and had no heir 
at law» 

But no letter, no intelligence arrived in 
any form from Mn Monson, to the dire 
alarm and afHiction of bis grandmother, 
and to the extreme distress of Rosa, whose 
uneasiness relative to him was painfully 
augitiented by having been allowed no 
opportunity yet of putting her design 
of writing to him into execution ; and 
thus a degree of self-uphraiding rested 
on her mind, for knowing even the 
little he had confided to her, and de» 
vising nothing to aid him in bis per*- 
plexities. 

Ere breakfast was ended, Captain 
O'Dowd was announced, who on enter- 
ing, said— 

** I am come to implore an asylum 
from the inclemency of the weather; 
having been turned out, like a dog, by 
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my better halfj whom I. have leftr in 
hysterics." 

'* Hysterics !" repeated all the lädier in 
alarm and commiseration. 

" Ay, is not that what you call it^ whea 
ladies are laughing and crying altemately? 
for she has been in tliose diversi^ed parox- 
ysms the whole morniqg ; and; the ludi«* 
crous row she has made witb the whole 
household at Freecastle's ha3' proved.a 
delicious treat to me, Viho . like to see 
her enthusiasms in action } every waijter in 
the . house scudding about in difib'ent di» 
rection^ for; hejr ; some in the purchase 
of various almanacks ; others engaged -upon 
consultation \¥ith barometers.witbin doors; 
others out on the same servioe^.at every 
optician's shop in tbe neighbourhood) 
others taking the sense of the weather- 
wise, upon the important question ; willst 
more were sentenced to an observatory oa 
the house top, to watch for every-variatiott 
that CQuld portend a favourable change 
in the politios of the cloud» ; — for I assure 
you» they were politically affected upon 
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the occasion ; since it was all through the 
incantations of some vile Jacobinical re- 
bels, that^ our eveniag*s. expectation of 
loyaF aofiusement has been deniolished ; 
and qpon the solemn acquiescence of Mrs. 
Dolittle, upon the evident treason in ope- 
ratioii, my risibility became so uncon- 
troUable, that then my fiat for a turn* 
out was pronounced. But even in Madam 
Dpra's ire against me, the gipsy was alive 
to how she couid play upon my good* 
nature ; and so she commissioned me to 
entreat you", Mis9 Frederick, to have com- 
pas^jon upon hei*, and come in the car* 
riage, which will arrive in an hour's time, 
to a consultation upon some of the most; 
important business that ev«r came befpre. 
Deliberation and sage Wisdom to decide 
upon*'* 

The carriage in due time arrived for the 
conveyance of Rosabe^la to Mrs. O'Dowd; 
whom she found overwh^lmed witb the. 
most amusing. species of . whimsical dis* 
tre^, at the inauspiciqus . appearance of 
the weather: but as. very shortly this 
began to cl^ar, sbe b^gan to. brighten. 
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and to find spirits for commencing that 
important consultation she häd summoned 
Rosa to, and which was, to advise with 
her,' üpon what she should, ought, or 
might venture to put on, in the difie- 
rent gradations of fineness the day might 
turn to ; — "for as to her grand dress, made 
up at Lady Flowerdew's prime dresS- 
maker's, in the highest style of elegance 
and fashion, expressly for the occasion, 
that could not be risked in uncertainty ;" 
but dress after dress was laid out for 
inspection by Mrs. Dolittle— who, on this 
occasion, seemed very inaptly discrimi- 
nated by her paternal nomenclatüre — 
in different degrees of value, to suit the 
peril they might be exposed to ; and so, 
as the day brightened, the least in esteem 
received its mandate for disappearance j 
until at length, by the time poor Rosa 
was granted her release, all had beeil 
withdrawn from the brightenirtg rays of 
the sun, save the paragon of taste, ele- 
gance and fashion ; but as our Heroine 
^as about to depart, she received het 
tee, ^or. patient attendance on so critical 
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a consultation, by Mrs. O'Dowd playfully 
twirling round her a beautiful silk scarf, 
to keep her from cold in the night air. 

Lord Derville most unexpectedly at- 
tended the diifner circle of his grandmo- 
ther this day ; for ever since his addresses 
to Miss Vandelure had received the un- 
equivocal sanction of the youtfg lady her- 
aelf, he had either dined at Mrs. All wer- 
thy's — ^to whom a recompense was accessio 
ble--or at a neighbouring coffee-house, 
with his friend Mn Foxcraft } as even the 
distance of Sloane Street he found too great 
from the spot of his devotion. 

Lady Derville soon perceived a cloud 
of care upon her grandson's brow ; and 
such an unusual appearance at on6e awak-' 
ened a fearful apprehension of some alarm- 
ing intelligence of the truant Charles ; and 
the moment the domestics withdrew from 
attendance, she implored his lordship to 
impart, without reserve or delay, all he 
had heard of his brother« 

^' I have heard nothing whatever of my 
brother, Ma'am," he replied; ** but I 
have heard from Mr. Van Trompe, wha 

VQL. IV. i, 



\)q^idablQ m^rusM, fl^tiy Defuaes km CQnr 
sent to »0^ union vith hi& ward ; and» 
vhat do ]rouc tibank the puiq>y giounds bis 
uQvanqiiiahable ol^eetions upoaf Wby» 
trid:y» uppQ lay being an Iri^h peer ; and 
that Misa Vaadelute» from b)er immeoae 
wealtb» 18 entitled to an aHtance vidi one 
of the first nobles d^ our land^ Louisa bas 
been weepiDg bittedy OYor thia rejection ;. 
aad faitb» . I bave been abnost ready to 
pistol myself,^ since Mc Van Trompe was 
Qttt of thei reach of my aim at hin; 
altbough tbat good-natured poor fellow, 
Foxccaft, bas beea stxiving ta comfort us 
both with a view of our reaoiurce at Gret* 
na Gbrem» if the rascal» upoa furtber im- 
pextumty» proves inexorable : but I must 
be pretty certain she is not a ward in 
Cbancery, ere I adopt äiat akeraatiYe. 
And besidea, as Foxcrafl suggests» I m^ht 
find a difiSculty in ascertaining exactly tiie 
extent of Louisa's property, to make ade* 
quäle Settlements, without her guardian's 
consent and aid ; aince an immense part of 
it ib vested in Holland ; there not being» he 



is pretty certatn» much above ose hundreid, 
and sixfy tbowaiut pounda in tbis coontiye 
bowever, if he can find out for me the 
teaiity of that suin being in onr funds here, 
I shall ran mj risk of what furtfaer she 
maj possess ; and ahe is generoualy com- 
tented to hare her setttement arranged hy 
that comparativety smsJl portion* Buthow« 
ever, notwithstanding * wß have this re* 
source of a Caledonian expeditioa to com- 
fort US, poor Louisa has got so bad a head- 
ache, through weeping and fretting over 
this most ungracious letter, that Mrs. All- 
worthy peisuaded her to give up seeing 
ibe ascent of the b^loon, but to go lie on 
her bed until llie time £1^ attending the 
latter ezhibitions o£ tbe evening j afid this 
arrangement caused my being able to dine 
at home»'' 

in sympathetic coodolänce with bis 
lordahip, and rq)robation of Mn Van 
Trompe» our party passed their time until 
the carriage was announced, to convey 
Lord Derville and Lady Meliora, after 
their purposely ewly dinner, to accompany 
the O'Dowds. to behold the ascent of the 

L 2 
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adventurous aeronaut from before the 
Queen's Palace, an e:a:hibition which Ro- 
sabella declined attending, since neither 
affection nor duty would permit her leav- 
ing her benefactress for such a number of 
hours alone, to brood over all her painful 
alarms relative to Mr. Monson ; and no 
entreaty had been able to prevail upon 
her ladyship, to venture into the parks for 
any moment of the revels. 

In: due time Lord Derville and bis sister 
retumed, to get soine tea ; and the latter 
to make improvement in her appearance, 
as she ieared her toilet had been injudi- 
ciously arranged since she had failed to 
attract all eyes from the balloon ; althoug^ 
with much exultation she proclaimed to 
her grandmother and Rosa, ^^ That one of 
the royal dukes had riveted bis attention 
exclusively on her, as long as the perpe- 
tual motion of Lord Derville's j/E<a^etöfi;g^ 
propensity allowed her to remain in his 
royal highness's view." 

At length Lord Derville and his lovely 
Charge set out for Albemarle Street, since 
^reecastle's was the rallying point Ibr 
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the party to as3emble ; whjsre on their 
arrival they found Lady Wilemore and her 
Standards unfurled for conquest, in high 
Jmpatience for ''thegathering;"-*nextap* 
' peared the legions from Bryanstone Square» 
.reinforced by Mr. Foxcrafl» Mrs. AUwor- 
. thy's hc^ful son» and an elderly gende- 
man, suspected to be a favourite wooer 
.of the stately chaperon of. Bryanstonb 
Square ; and as they were all coUected in 
the hall to sally forth» they encountered 
Captain Hawk» led by good generalship 
to that Station in the accurate moment; 
when Lord Derville, knowing not of any 
interdiction to the measure» inlisted him 
amid their forces; but as Lady Meliora 
was provided with an escort in Mr. Ed- 
ward Standard, he could not then succeed 
in bis management to obtain a place in her 
suite. 

But Captain Hawk lost little advantage 
by not succeeding in bis wished-for Station 
at this moment, since her ladysbip was in 
no very favourable disposition towards any 
of her party } for having just beheld the 
consteliation of stars assembled at her 



Majesty's dinner, she now feit most sensibly 
die "vrant üf consequence in the men col- 
lected around her, — her own brother the 
only man o£ rank amongst them; and 
nodiing could she find as a palliative for 
the painful mortification of her pride, in 
havmg Lady Mdlora Manson, iJie greatest 
beauty of the age, escorted by an insigni- 
ficant half-pay lieutenant, but tfae oppor- 
tune recf^ection of Lady Wflemore being 
an honoarable, and Mr. iStandard heing 
her sister^s 9on^ so that consequently bis 
grandfkdier had been a peer« However, 
stiO she feit great canse for indignatioQ 
against her brothers, fbr not having con- 
trived to form acqusäntance snited to their 
rank ; since her younger brother appeared 
to have fbrmed intimacies ^mth those whose 
names he had been ashamed to own; 
whilst the eider had only added to bis 
Store a vulgär Irishman, who proclaimed 
the rabble race he had q>rung from, every 
time he rashly committed himself by arti- 
cnlation. And now she rej<Mced exoeed- 
^ly* that the fiat of the initiated Lady 
"^erdew was against their exhibittng 




their pcnz^csTtf <3f oonnexidA in :Ae SüjitbI 
Galiery^ to .prokldm te tilie Ifiish mblessfn 
wfaoiiadseeti her presented at tfae eoint 
of Dublin, how unsuitable icraiB the sfHaetu 
she was degraded to move in. 

The aid of carriages had been deemed 
superfluous, since tbe short distance they 
should be permitted to go in them ren« 
dered them almost useless for convey- 
ance; and as there were nine ladies and 
only eight gentlemen of the party, Cap- 
tain O'Dowd kindly undertook the care 
of our heroine, — ^who, portionless as- she 
was, attracted none of the speculators 
around her, — with his wife: for which 
attention Rosa was most grateful; since 
although she was suffering no pang of 
wounded pride, she feit many through 
CO ward apprehension ; as the immensity of ' 
the multitude they had to encounter 
greatly appalled her, who had been rear- 
ed in almost total solitude, as something 
awfully terrific. Bat sodn experiencing the 
multitude in good humour is not like a 
formidable torrent of raging waters, her 
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MppreheoAovm shortly were caUned ; and, 
with the ODowdSy die began to seek 
amuBement ihroi^h an inde&tigable me 
•f her optic powere« 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

As we cannot suppose cur readers in ig- 
norance of any thing relative to the föte, 
faeld in the parks of tbe British metropolis, 
on the First of August 1814, in comme- 
xnoration of manifold events, we shali not 
weary them with any attempt at a descrip- 
tion of a scene» we merely take them to 
as one necessary to our present narrative, 
since there one of the' principal incidentS 
of our history occurred. 

Rosabella paced the gay scene in every 
different promenade, or became the sta- 
tionary observer, according as the fancy 
of her party wilied it ; but at length, Mrs. 
O'Dowd — who was no candidate for pe- 
destrian fame — finding that bodily fatigue 
could be experienced even in fairy land, 
was suddenly seized with conviction, that 
it would be a necessary compliment to 
seek out the children of Lady Flowerdew, 

X 5 
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and Sit a quarter of an hour with them. 
Accordingly hex husband and Rosa accom- 
panied her to the Royal Gallery, where 
they prompdy found them, and Mrs. 
0*Dowd the accommodation which she 
sought. 

Lord Beiford and Lady Frances had 
been wild to walk into St. James's Park, 
to obtftin a closer view of the attractive 
Chinese bridge and the p^goda ; but Miss 
Lorrain had feared to indulge their wi^. 
Yet now» as Captain O'Dowd assured her 
no danger whatever qould result from a 
compliance with their desire, and ofiered 
himself to take Charge of them, if she 
would take Charge ^f his better half dur- 
ing his absence; she assented to their 
Tenturing« Mary Lorrain also wishing 
to form one of this pedestrian party, 
Rosa oflS^ed to accompany her, and they 
immediately saliied forth ; the two chiU 
dren in the convoy of Captain O'Dowd, 
the two young ladies under the protection 
of Lord Flowerdew's private secretaiy, 
Mr. Conway. 

About half an hour before Mrs. O'Dowd 
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voted for an adjournment to the Ro}»l 
Gallery, her trio hadbeea sepairated, by 
söme temporary {Nressure amtd ib^ throtig» 
£com the remaihdei^. of their pq^; i^d 
had not afterwards been able to Effect ä 
juoction; tfaerefore as cur heroine liow 
proceeded tofwards 1^ canal, sfae natu* 
rally glanced her eyes in every directioo, 
in search for her beloved Meliora,«^not 
certainly in aladrm at tiieir Separation, but 
in anxiety for their redihion. But in- 
atead of tbese eager gtances encounter- 
ing her Mrhom'they sought» er a&y of the 
fugitive party, she saddenly behekl those» 
whom of all tbe world she expected least 
to see there — Mr. Treneli and Egremont-^ 
not the Egremont overpowered by horror 
and distress she had last beheld him, but 
in all the brilliant bloom and tnimatioai 
of health and happmess ; on ^whose arm 
familiarly hung a young female of unoom- 
mon loveHnesS) elegantly attired, and to 
whom his attention was .wholly devoted at 
the moment, listening to what she was 
uttering with the most intense interest. 
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atfd a countenance beaming with affec- 
tibnate admiration. 

To the prompt apprefaension öf the 
dismayed Rosabella this lady stood con- 
fessed as the mysterious cause of their 
sudden heart-rending Separation ; and 
with this belief a pang, stunning to every 
facully, shot through her anguished bo- 
som ; and whäst endeavouring at articü- 
lation, to inform her companion she was 
not well, -she feil, bereft of sense and 
power, against Mr. Conway, who, unpre- 
pared for such an event, saved her not 
from sinking to the ground, although he 
did effect the prevention of her fall from 
being a serious one. 

The wild shridc of Mary Lorrain, as in 
the first moment of dismayed apprehension 
she cried out, ^ She is dead,'' naturaUy 
attraeted the humane as well as the 
curious. Amongst the former Egtemont's 
party were induced to pause ; and as they 
were hearing it re-echoed through the 
muLtitude, '* that a young lady had sud* 
denly ezpired," Egremont obtained a view 
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of tbe inanimate form of Rosabella, now 
raising up by Mr. Conway to convey into 
one of tbe adjacent tents ; wben instantly 
giving bis companion to tbe care of Mr. 
Trench, be almost franticly rusbed amid 
tbe tbrong surrounding ber, snatcbed ber 
to bis own arms, and bore ber to a tent» 
followed by tbe terrified Mary and tbe 
amazed Mr. Conway, wbo believed notbing 
less than some aeronaut knigbt bad flown 
off witb bis lovely bürden. 

In tbis tent Egremont procured every 

requisite for tbe restoration of our be* 

roine*s suspended faculties, and every 

prompt assistance from tbe persons as-> 

sembled around tbem. At lengtb tbese 

anxious exertions for ber recovery were 

attended witb success, and Rosa unclosed 

ber eyes to bebold tbose of Egremont 

riveted upon ber face, witb an intensity 

of ardent solicitude, tbat instantly reclosed 

ber senses in Suspension ; wben Mary 

Lorrain, in füll conviction tbalf tbis relapse 

was mortal, feil into tbe most distressing 

bysterics, wbicb at once called off every 
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attenf k)& of Mr Conway to her» for whom 
he feit a more than common interest. 

Very shordy Rosabella again revived, and 
y^ith this re-animation came more firm- 
ness^ fof ^e now beheld the agonized gaze 
of EgremoQt wifhont the sufojugation of 
her faculties. 

In those weU remembered tones, so 
familiär to her ears at Myrtle's Town, 
Egremont now inquired how she fbund 
herseif; and although the tfarilhng tender* 
ness, ^idi whicfa they vibrated tbrough her 
heart, seemed laden with hope and com- 
fort's balms, the still painfiilly recollected 
look he bad beamed on his lovely com- 
panion gave to her reply accents so chil- 
'"^^ly reserved, that the electrified Egre- 
mont changed bis po^tion in an agony of 
dismay, to one in which he could speak 
to her without being overheard. 

" Rosa, in mercy, teil me,'* he lowly 
articulated, '^ what has arisen to change 
thus crueliy your manner to me ? — What 
has been the dreadful cause of your tor- 
turing silence, when Mr. Trench conveyed 
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to you,— the to me joyful convictioii of 
every impeding barrier to our union beiog 
happily removed,— * or rather, that none, 
most providentially, had ever existed,'' 

In this otberwise most happy intelli« 
gence was lost the expected clew to the 
disoovery of her mother; and Rosa, in 
this moment of oppressive feeling, became 
so pale, and her agitation appeared so 
alarming, that Egremont in dismay flew 
for a ^ass of water, a few sips of which 
enabled her to articulate, *^ that no letter 
from Mr. Trench had reached her band ;'' 
but now, repentant of her unfounded jea- 
lousy, she feit asfaamed to revert to the 
cause of her altered manner. 

" No letter reached you!'* he softly 
whispered ; '^ Mr. Sternham then inter- 
cepted it ; and, in his inexplicable anxiety 
to divide us, lefl you to the belief, I 
thought not of your feelings in my ab- 
sence ; and your natural conviction of my 
delinquency has led you to this torturing 
reception of me. — But this is not a place 
my now — I trust — own Rosa, to enter upon 
many explanations that I pant to— not that 



^32 ROSABELLA* 

I could yet become, — ^in short, there is yet 
bne circumstance I wish not to reveal to 
you, until I have fulfiUed an appointment 
at ßome distance in the country, which I 
am called to attend to-morrow ; and after 
which the power will be mine of becoming 
perfectly explicit upon every point con- 
nected with our late agonizing Separation : 
and this essential measure I wished to ac- 
complish before I sougfat my Rosa, who 
from Gore I heard was in London ; and 
now I have found you. Oh, how torturing 
t>ecomes this engagement, that must tear 
ine from you until Thursday ! But, teil 
me, where then shall I find you ?" 

" At Lady Derville's, in Sloane Street" 

** Oh ! how cruel is thus meeting first 

in public! But, who — who forms your 

party here to-night ? Any of the Ravens* 

wood family?*' 

** Ix)rd Derville and Lady Meliora," 
she replied. 

" My Rosa, my adored Rosa !" he said 
hastily, and with a change in manner in- 
dicative of some unpleasant embarrassment, 
*' circumstances — which shall all be satia- 



RÖSABELLA. 233 

&ctorily explained to you on Thursday, 
compel the necessity,—- at least awaken my 
wish, to avoid the recognition of any of the 
Ravenswood family, unti] I return from 
my excursion; when you, I trust> will 
presint me to them as the most enviable 
of mankind: — but now, — now, alas! I 
must leave you, lest I should encounter 
them. Yet, do you thiuk I may venture 
to quit you ? — to inflict upon myself, Rosa, 
the agony of leaving you ? — ^för it is agony 
to me ; and, after such a dreadful, dread- 
ful parting, to meet in public, and 
be compelled so soon again to sepa- 
träte/' 

** I am well, — quite perfectly well," re*. 
sponded Rosa, struggling with all her 
powers to summon sufficient self*possession 
to yield her the preservation öf a dignified 
composure, since this inexplicable inco« 
herence in Egremont's manner, and too 
evident anxiety to escape fVom her, filled 
her bosom with a painful degree of per- 
plexity, difficult to sustain ; since suspicion 
was again awakeoed, torturing to her ten- 
derly attached heart, and which faith iu 
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his honour, strsnuoudy cothbated to tfvcyp- 
throw. 

The aiarn tof Mary Lorrain Isatdng been 
removed by the recovery of Bosabdla, her 
terrible agitatioo soon subsided ^ aad iBhe 
i^sproached the tremblmg RoBa^ to- kaow 
how %he found herseif. And nofWy ev&fy 
possifaility of aay further particokr conver.- 
sation being thus tennraaiedy Egremont 
became visibly impatient to depart^ ^ tö 
send/' be said, ^^ an cid and attached 
friend of Miss Frederiek's, to find tfae jqy<* 
fiil surprise of fneeting her/' 

^' I condude it is Mr. Trench yi»i 
allude to," said the agitated Rosabella^ 
with tbe ntiicro'st difficulty suppressing a 
rising floir of tBtxs, at this iiUboding im«* 
patience to fly from her, in the moment 
of meeting äfter such a direful parting:— 
^* and should he kindly take the trouMe 
of seeking me, iet him direct bis porsuit 
to the Royal Gallery, \v1iitber I think, 
Miss Lorrain, we bad better immediately 
proceed, to lullany apprehension tbat may 
be awakened by onr long protracted ab* 



sence.'^ 
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" But are you sure, qi»^ ^^^^ y<^ *rc 
equal to tha task ^ Walking thither^ aftelr 
mich äti itirfnsposition ?'^ depmnded £gre- 
moat, in a tone^ and with a look of tender 
solicitude^ caiculated to banish every pain-> 
ful doubt. 

*• Perfecdy/' Rosa sald ; and he pro- 
nounced his adieu in tones and language 
suited to meet the ear of observant audi- 
tof s^ %ttt accompanied by a glance and 
pressure, of the hand that spoke tfae ten^ 
derness of bis feeiings towards her. As he 
rapidly darted fiom the tent, Rosa, gazing 
after the retmeating form, that seemed but 
ihe «K^mentary phäntom of a pieasiag 
Vision« saw htm suddenly Start; and im 
i!ie^king the cause of this involantary mo 
tion, ^e fbund it sympathetic, since 
amongst the stationary spectators at die 
tent door she beheld the now ever to her 
appalling form of Mr^ Stembam, who in 
the moin^t of her recognition of him 
disappeared. 

The feeiings of RosabelU were in so 
amazed a State, that to concentrate her 
thoughts to any öne point seemed an utter 
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impossibility ; ^d still she almost 4oubted 
the reality of having V^held and conversed 
with Egremont, and heard from bim that 
all impeding barrieb to tbeir union were 
removed ; nor still could scarcely believe 
it any thing but delusion» and that in the 
varying fancy of a dream, a transit from 
happiness to misery had been effected by 
the spectral form of Mr. Stemham. 

Mary Lorrain, when retracing the foot- 
«teps of Captain O'Dowd and his young 
Charge towards the Pagoda, had beheld 
amid the multitude* Mr. Monson, with a 
most beautiful young woman leaning on 
his arm ; and, as about the same moment 
our heroine had fainted, she naturally con- 
cluded she had beheld him also ; and, un- 
der the firm belief cherished by her sister 
and herseif, of Rosabella's attachment to 
Mr. Monson, drew her conclusion of the 
cause of this sudden Suspension of faculty. 
Hence her beholding visible traces of emo- 
tion and abstraction of manner awakened 
DO astonishment, whilst . it silenced in« 
^uiries that might have been distressing ; 
and only with a pitying, not a scrutinizing 
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eye, Mary regarded her companion, as she 
inquired, was she indeed yet equal to re« 
turning to the gall^ y ? . 

Rosabella'sf swoon having been the e&ct 
of emotion, %>t Indisposition, her subse- 
q^ent recovery was therefore more rapid 
and Gomplete ; and her anxiety to reach a 
spot where she might hope to converse 
with Mr, Trench, and have her painful 
doubts removed, lent her ability to attempt 
her return, even sooner than otherwise she 
might have possibly done. But a discharge 
of artillery having announced the grand 
display of fireworks in the Green Park 
about to commence, the difiiculty was con« 
siderably increased of the progress of Mr. 
Conway and his timid companions, by the 
rushing of the multitude tawards the scene 
of action ; so that niuch of the pyrotechi- 
nical Performance had been exhibited. be« 
fore, their arrival at the gallery, where 
Rosa found Mr. Trench anxiously awaiting 
her. 

For some moments, little more than 
their meeting cardial greetings found op« 
portunity to pass between our heroine and 
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her ravered friefltd, in ^oofiequQnee of the 

Bumerous inquiries of how the^r lost Ci^- 

tain O'Dowd, &c. &c When at lei^ 

Mr. Trench could venture to pour any 

thing into h^r attentive ear^iHhe bad every 

doubt removed of tbe constaney of her 

lover, and the necessity of his quitting 

town tbe subsequent day, and his painful 

infliGtion of tearing bimself from her, to 

avoid the recognition of bis Irisb neigb« 

bours, ccmflnned: but the eauses of these 

two painfully necessary xneasures Mr. 

Trench 1^ unexplained ; while he assured 

her, tbat all would be satisfactorily ac- 

coanted for» after their important vlsit 

to the country ; wben he, as Egremonf s 

amba^sador, was to lay bis suit in proper 

form befbre Lady Dervilie, in defiance 

oiihe impeding machinatioQS ef Mr. Stero* 

harn. 

The blusbing, agitated Rosabella» now 
importuned Mr. Trench to abaolve her 
from that promise of secrecy to Lady Der* 
ville, upon the subject of Egremont's 
attachment, which long had tortured her 
with the upbraidings of her heart, £br 
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dismgenuous »serve to her belbved be- 
neSvrtress; and Mr. Trench m^de her 
happy^ by the removal of the interdiet 
to her wished confidence, pravided she 
foußd oo cause oa the morrovr ßor furtfaer 
apprehensioa from the arts and malice 
of Mr. Sternham, who had unfortunately 
Seen Egremont with her. 

Lady Meliora had, during the long ab- 
sence of our heroine from Mrs* O'Dowl, 
ventured into the Royal Gallery, to in« 
quire for her friend ; and becoming weary 
of Standing so long to view the fireworks^ 
condescended to return to obtain a seat ; 
and to the surprise of Rosabella, appeared. 
under the sole protection of Captain Hawk; 
who seemed e^ally dispinted as his beau- 
tiiul companion ; who, the more she beheld 
of the constellation of rank assembled at 
the Queen's House, the more discontented 
she became at her own mortifying insignifi-^ 
cance; and the more determined to appear 
no more to public view^ until she had con- 
trived tofind her Station in her naturalsphere ; 
from whence, by the mismanagement of 
her relatives, she found herseif exduded. 
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. As it had ever beea the custom of Lädy 
Meliora, to impart all her little cfaagrins 
to the ear of her sympathizing iriend, 
she now made her way to Rosa, to teil her 
all the discontents that disturbed the sere- 
Bity of her bosom, to the entire destruc- 
tion of her Conference with her reverend 
friend, whom Lady Meliora never before 
had Seen, since indisposition had pre- 
vented bis attending the jubilee: and 
amongst her ladyship's causes for murmur 
was, having been cbmpelled eyen gladly 
to accept the protecting arm of Captain 
Hawk, when deserted by every one beside j 
since even Mr. Edward Standard had— 
after all bis aunt's declarations of his un* 
bounded admiration of her*— suddenly ab- 
sconded from her to a Conference with 
Miss Jones, Miss Acres, and Mrs. All- 
worthy's son, and had never after made 
an attempt to rejoin her to apologize for 
his abrupt dereliction. 

The moment Lady Meliora had made 
her lamentations to Rosabella, her wish 
for continuing in the gallery terminated ; 
and every disadvantage of remaining there, 
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to be parücularized and vtdgarizedy as not 
being of hier Majesty's party, recurred tö 
her tortured Imagination. At lehgth, in 
defiance of every feeling of fatigue, she 
would sally down to the lawn, and insisted 
üpon Rosa's being her companion ; but 
soon our heroine found sbe was only to be 
nominally so, as the moment they reached' 
the lawn, her ladyship püshed forward* 
with Captain Hawk, leaving Rosa to a 
tite d Ute Conference with Mr. Trench. 
Scareely had they benefited by this manoeu- 

r 

vre of the wily captain's, when the cry 
of fire from the melancholy accideht of 
the pagoda occasioned so great a tumult, 
through the multitude rushing to the ter- 
rific scene of conflagration, that ä com- 
plete- Separation was effected, by an im- 
mense throng rapidly and impietuously 
intervening between Rosa and her im- 
prudent friend ; and ere our heroine had 
time to obsörve the magnitude of this 
intervention, Egremont in tremulous agi- 
tatiön caught her band, in the momentf 
he obtained ä post by her side. 

VÖL. IV. M 
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" My Ro»a,-^my now^ 1 firmly trctst^^ 
owm Rosal" he softly wlii^ered--'* ibis 
l^otoeat af unobserved Conference, ts more 
bappioess than I bad dared to hope for, 
althoiigh watchmg for rt witb all tbe eager 
aDKiety Hs iiapor tance to my peace coiüd 
awi^€D: — for when compelled by the ar- 
bitrary craeky of existing circumstances, 
to tear inyself from my beloved, even in 
the mooieot of her mdt^ostion, I took 
my statioQ amid the crowd^ where, from 
ambusb I could bebold yöu ; I saw, there- 
fbref your descent from the gallery with 
jouf fkir friend to mingle with tbe pe- 
destris^tts^ «ad have bees the vetraeer of 
your Steps hitfter; aml notv^ my Rosa, 
in tbisk Short aaomeßt of ansioos. confe- 
teBCQ afforded us» teU me^— «-oh ! teil me, 
you are ufichanged.*' 

Bui a very few more sentences of the 
tio«it tender import had flowed from the 
Ups of £gr emont» wsrm^ from Ins devotedly 
atta^bed heswt } and tunidly repited to-by 
1^ bluehiag, agitated Rosabetta^ whmi 
Mr. Trenchi iuMeoly caciaimed^— 



** My fiieod, I grfeve to wr.e»t y^ ftom 
yaar present happineaa ^ but Lord DerviU« 
appröaches.'^ 

Egremont Iiad o&ly time to murmur oüt, 
^* How cruel !'^ and to press tbe hand of 
hi» heart's consecrated idol^ in themoment 
of kis precipttate retreit; and Rosa, äß 
c^e saghed at hts dq)arture, to wond^ why 
it flhould be nccessary ^ when LcH-d Derville 
and Miss Vamdelure stood befctfe h^r, bis 
lordsbip excbiiming^^ 

^^ For Heaven'a sake, ean you gjve U8 
any i&teUigence of Mi9s J^nes and Miss 
Acres» as Mrsi« AUwortby is in an agony 
relative ia tbem, aince sh« fears tfaeir bav- 
ing been p^suaded by Mr. Standard and 
her son, with whom she last saw theBa^ 
ta go intb the pagoda ; and if so, tbe con* 
sequence may indeed be fatal." 

^^ Of that ai^prebension I certainly caü 
reKcve Mrs. AUwortby/' said Rosa» " for 
not many minutes before the cry of fire 
reacfa^d my ears» I saw that identical 
party hastening through the crowd to 
wards Piccadilly." 

M 2 
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Lord Derville and Miss Vandelure now 
^xcbanged glances replete with meaning« 

•* It is not possible," exclaimed Miss 
Vandelure, ** that yöu really think Mr. 
Foxcraft-s suspicion well fouhded.*' 

** It is really possible/* replied bis lord- 
'iship ; " Foxcraft is a shrewd observer ; 
and in one moment he prbnounced the 
panic of Lady Wilemore and Dame All- 
worthy, for the possible catastrophe at- 
tendant upon this fire to .their respective 
relatives, inimitable acting-^ but come, 
Louisa, let us hie to teil the frantic parents, 
the fate of their hopefuls need not be 
sought for through the priestess of py- 
romancy ; nor through any priest, but that 
of Gretna Green celebrity." 

Having now, to all appearance, lost eveiy 
trace of Lady Meliora in the throng that 
had turned its torrent toward the blazing 
pagoda, Rosa had begun with her reve* 
rend companion to retrace her footsteps to 
the Royal Gallery, as the place of rendez- 
Vous most likely for her truant friend 
to find her, when Lady Meliora suddenly 
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emef ging fröm a stationary mass of spectä-r 
tors, and still accompanied . by the wUy 
Captain Hawk, flew to Rosa in evident 
agitatiqn, and with a tremulous grasp 
seized her arm as she.falteringly.articu-* 
lated^-T- 

** Rosa, we must instantly go home." 
Our terrified heroine, gazing on the 
countenance of her friend to learn the 
cause of such unusual perturbation, found 
her terrors augmented by the expression 
thereportrayed ; and now, to her tenderly 
anxious inquiries if illness had assailed her, 
could only öbtain the response of — ** no, 
no," from her ladyship; whilst Captaiu 
Hawk proclaimed his belief, that alarm 
from the cry of fire, and the impetuous 
press of the multitude rushing to the scene 
of conflagration, had proved top much for 
her. 

Yes, yes," faltered Lady Meliora, 
the scene has altogether proved too 
much for me, and I am anxious to fly from 
it; so I think, — I believe I had better 
proceed to the Gallery as fast as I am able» 
and there endeavour to rally my spirits j 
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idiilst there «re «ome arrmngements lumlly 
«lade for conveying me to Sloane Street.*' 

Accordingly her ladyship, paie, tremb* 
ling, and with difficulty coidi^ating a flow 
of tears, tnrned her &ltering ateps tovards 
the Royal Gallery, tenderly suppprted by 
the alanned RosabeUa, anxiously by Cap- 
tain Hawk» and kindly aiccompanied by 
Mn Trench ; who, when they reached the 
gay structure they sought, and Roea had 
answered his inquiry of whether he could 
be usefut by a n^ative, bade her an 
a&ctionate adieu ; as he said Egremont*« 
sister was compdled to go home early 
to her young nursling; and that he and 
Egremont having arranged to set out on 
their expedition at dawn of day, they 
too were anxious to get home ; and more 
particularly, as there stood an interdictiog 
barrier to Egremont's taking his Station 
near her. 

Mr. Trench now departed, and the agi- 
tated Rosa hastened after her still more 
agitated friend, who placed herseif in the 
most obscure spot in the Gallery, and lean- 
ing her head against the wall of it, dreM* 



her veil over her face, to shade that as 
much as possible from annoying obser* 
vation, whilst she dispatched Captain Hawk 
to teil the O'Dowds — who were seated at 
8ome distance from her — ^' she wanted to 
go home/' 

The agitation of Lady Melier» now 
aeenied, as she foecame stationary, to auag* 
ment rather thaa dimintsh ;^ and RosabelUi 
with delight beheld the rafud approach of 
Captain and Mrs. O'Dowd, as the harbin« 
ger of a speedy return to Sloane Street. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

** Ah, my honey !" exclaimed Mrs. 
O'Dowd, the moment she drew near, 
<< what could in possibility induce your 
allowing yourself to be overcome by ter« 
tor'in such an inopportune moment, — 
just whilst they are in the very act of 
astonishing us with their beautiful fire- 
works? Alermont will get you some 
hartshorn, to restore your flimsy courage ; 
and then, afler the transformation of the 
temple, you shall go home — ^if you still 
wish it; — but, before that transmutation, 
no one in their senses would think of 
going. Besides, it would be an ill omen 
to fly from Peace and Concord, just open- 
ing to your view/' 

The stifled sigh of her friend again 
gave terror to the susceptible bosom of 
Rosabella, whilst it made Mrs. 0*Dowd 
more earnestly gaze upon Lady Meliora, 
when instantly she exclaimed — 
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Fly Alermont, and obtain some re- 
storative for this poor thing ; whose alarm 
has been no jest, I now plainly perceive. 
But what caused you so much terror? 
Were you in the pagoda, when the fire was 
discovered?*' 

" No !" responded her ladyship, tremu- 
lously, — " But ask me no questions, dear 
Mrs. O'Dowd, for indeed I am unable to 
answef you ; only for pity's sake get me a 
glass of water, and contrive for my going 
home/' 

A pause now ensued, unbroken by any 
of the party, .until the return of Captain 
O'Dowdy with an attendant bearing wine» 
&c., when Lady Meliora eagerly drank 
some water, and then implored, that if 
possible she might go home« 

** Take some wine by itself ;" said Cap- 
tain O'Dowd, ** for you are fatigued as 
well as terrified) and when that has efFected 
your revival, you may be able to attempt a 
pedestrian reraoval to Albemarle Street, 
from whence I can readily convey you 
home ; but you know there is no carriage 
belonging to our party in waiting here» 

m5 
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they were not ordered to assemble at Free- 
castle's until two o'clock ; and if I go in 
pursuit of a carriage now, it is a million to 
one if I succeed in getting it up nearer 
than our hotel» but I will with pleasure 
attempt any thing you wish." 

Lady Meliora Monson had been taught, 
firom infancy, to believe herseif the first 
object for consideration in creation ; she 
had therefore long lost all remembrance of 
others having wishes orfeelings to be grati- 
fied or wounded as well as herseif; and upon 
this usual System she now acted, whoUy un- 
mindful of the intimation given her by 
Mrs. 0*Dowd, of the moment being an 
inopportune one in which her wish for 
departure had arisen ; and therefore con- 
sulting her own feelings, which would 
prove more consonant to them, sending 
Captain 0*Dowd to hunt out a carriage, 
or to accompany him at once to Albemarle 
Street; when this deliberation was sud- 
denly interrupted by the arrival of Lady 
Wflemore, come into the GaHery to per- 
fonn a grand crisis of emotion, " For it 
^ i^ported,- she Said, « her nephew 
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Edward was set out to the land of uncon- 
troUed marriage, with Miss Acres ; which 
was a report so wounding to her feeüngs, 
in the alarm naturally awakened for the 
consequences of such a rash step, upon so 
Short au acquaintance, that she could not 
choose but weep in matemal alarm for the 
dear amiable fellow's menaced happiness ; 
and, indeed, was it not for the well- 
founded hope of the report being ground«-' 
lessy merely reared at the Suggestion <^ 
Mr. Foxcraft, who loved, she believed, to 
banter, she could not choose but swoon.'^ 

The moment Lady Meliora compre» 
hended the cause of Lady Wilemore's 
scene of pathetic display» her pride in 
alarm/commanded her to every exertion to 
permit her assumption of a superficial 
tranquillity, to enable her to remain where 
she was; to prevent the not unlikely 
measure of ascribing her agitation to cha- 
grin at the dereliction of Mr. Standard, 
whom she now suspected bis aunt had so 
industriously proclaimed as her lover, to 
veil his real designs upon one of the rieh 
prizes in Mrs» Allworthy's fortune office. 
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But there she wronged her ladyship, who 
was innocent even of a suspicion of the 
rieh mine her nephew had, whilst in Berk- 
shire, contrived to spring, until that very 
morning, when he gave her the unexpected 
intelligence of Miss Acres having con- 
sented to elope for Scotland with him. 

No sooner had this Suggestion, and its 
consequent resohition, entered the mind 
of Lady Meliora, than she prociaimed her- 
seif so much better through Captain 
O'Dowd's cordial kindness, that she 
doubted not being able to await the meta- 
morphosis of the Temple ; and then, with 
an exertion at composure even to herseif 
surprismg, since she had never been accus- 
tomed to the necessity of any spedies of 
exertion, she turned to Lady Wilemore, 
and with a smüe of irony said— 

" I conjure you, Lady Wilemore, to take 
comfort, for be assured Miss Acres was a 
Mons **^"^*^ «Peculation than Lady Meliora 
tn,?*i!**u' *"*^ y°^^ nephew has managed 
-ttnUar'"' himself than your kind 
Eut pra ^'^'y ^ould have done for him. 
ay, may I ask, is there another prize 
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in view, richer than myself, that I am to be 
condoied with also upon Captain Standard's 
sudden dereliction? For we must not 
suppose him less perfect than the other 
individuals of his family, and suspect that 
caprice or inconstancy operated in with- 
drawing his attentions from me this 
evening." 

A few hours since, and Lady Meliora 
could häve pröceeded with spirit in aveng« 
ing herseif by sarcastic weapons upon this 
manceuvrer, for daring to select her for 
the veil of her covert plans ; but now she 
had that within her which extinguished 
her animation's fire, and in the deeply-felt 
Suspension of her long season of tran- 
quillity, she found she could attempt no 
more. But even the little she had uttered 
effected the purpose of whoUy disconcert- 
ing Lady.Wilemore, not even leaving^ her 
the power of framing a plausible excuse 
for. Captain Standard, whose conduct 
she could not proclaim inspired by suUen 
anger and envy at his younger brother's 
supeHor address and good fortune, in so 
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rapidly entrapping the bold andwealtfay 
Miss Acres* 

At length the transfbrmation, so anx- 

iously expected, of the Temple took place, 

and Lady Meliora believing she had now 

sacrificed long enough to securing herseif 

from the humiliating suspicion of Mr. 

Standard's elopement having influenced 

her feelings and Indisposition, requested 

Captain O'Dowd to accompany her and 

Rosabella to Albemarle Street, where she 

doubted not her grandmother's carriage 

was by that time in waiting ; and Captain 

0*Dowd instantly assenting, they set out 

to the hotel, with the attentive Captain 

Hawk for an additional escort. They 

had, however, some time to remain ere 

the arrival of Lady Derville's carriage; 

and during this interval, Rosabella, al- 

though much she had to monopolize her 

every thbught, y et in affectionate solicitude 

attentive to her friend, soon developed 

that her recent, but too apparent agitated 

distress Was merely suppressed through 

exertion, and not whoUy subduedj and 
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from this painful Observation she was led 
to fear it was not tfae effect of alarm, but 
something of more serious import. 

In a night when almost the entire 
population of the metropolis and its vici- 
«ity was concentrated around the spot 
these young friends had to pass througb» 
neither Capt. O'Dowd nor Capt. Hawk 
deemed it pnident to confide them solely to 
the protection of Lady Derville's servants j 
they therefore kindly and considerately 
escorted them home, and never to the un- 
sophisticated Rosa's Observation had Cap- 
tain Hawk appeared to act with so mach 
propriety, as since Lady Meliora had an^ 
nounced herseif subdued by terror and 
fatigue; since, although bis manner pro- 
claimed a deeply-felt interest for her, it 
was devoid of all that presuming familiarity 
that marked it, before the intimation givea 
to him the preceding day by Lady Derville, 

As our two young friends returoed home 
ere they were expected, Betty Roach (who 
was also on the same party of general 
amusement) had not arrived from the 
park ; inteiligence most acceptable to Lady 
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Meliora, as she had anticipated infinite an- 
noyance from her observations and familiär 
interrogations. Upon inquiring for her 
grandmother, to her further relief, she 
learned, " that she had retired to her 
Chamber, after a long Conference with Mr. 
Sternham, who was returned, and also gone 
to his room for the night ; and that Lady 
Derville had left Orders, no one was to 
enter her apartment to disturb her, unless 
any accident should have occurred to her 
grandchildren ; bat, that she requested 
to See Miss Frederick, in her ladyship's 
dressing-room, as early as it should prove 
convenient to her in the morning." 

The heart of Rosabella now began to 
throb with painful alarm and anticipation 
of mischief, thröugh the machinations 
of Mr. Sternham. Yet she hoped she 
should experience no great difficulty in 
counteracting his ingenious de^ces for 
conjuring up poor Egremont into some- 
thing of horrible mould» since she had so 
incontrovertible a witness as Mr. Trench 
to bring forward in testimony of his integ- 
nty; but still she trembled, since Rosa 
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doubfed not the fertile invention of this 
portentous enemy, now jealousy was added 
to the poignancy of his wit, would weaVe a 
tissue of misery for her to be enveloped in, 
until the appearance of Mr. Trench on 
Thursday* 

The moment our two agitated. friernUk 
entered their Chamber, Lady Meliora dis- 
missed the housemaid who attended, and 
gave Orders thät Betty should not come 
into their room upon her return, lest she . 
should disturb them; and her ladyship 
having thus secured herseif from interrup* 
tion and observers, clasping her arms 
around Rosabella's neck, burst into the 
most piteous flow of tears our heroine had 
ever seen her shed. 

" My Meliora, my beloved friend!*' ex- 
claimed the alarmed and sympatbizing 
Rosa, '^ what in the form of misfoitune 
has assailed you? Alas! alas! what evil 
has befallen poor Charles ? '' 

" Charles ! " sobbed Lady Meliora, ** I 
know nothing of Charles, but ask me — ask 
me not, I implore you, my ever kind Rosa, 
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"dby I shed these tear», for I cannot-HiOi 
I cannot amwer you." 

•* Oh, merciful Heaven { what can thii 
mean?'^ said Rosa, now tretnbling in the 
paralyzed tr^pidation of teiror, and its icy 
chill pervading every agitated liixib» *' bave 
you then, infatuated Meliora, have you 
been ensnared into any promise of your 
luuid to Captain Hawk ? '^ 

^^ No, no, poor Hawki no, he has m 
share in my present distress;" returned 
her ladyship in a tone of ecorn, as with- 
drawing her arms from Rosa s neck, ^e 
proudly walked to a chair, into which sfae 
aunk, and continuing her tears with in* 
creasing bitterness, added, to the accom- 
paniment of convulsive sobs-^ 

** I should have imagined you knew me 
better, than to conceive I would degrade 
myself by such a plebeian alliance as that : 
but 1 request, — I desire, — nay, I conjure 
you, by all our long, long years of friend- 
ship, that you desist even from questioning 
me, desist even from conjecturing the 
cause of my present distressj as it would 
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Oiily irritate my feelings^ onuaed to miaery« 
Fafls, therefare, this night in total silence» 
Rosa ; let me weep unquestiooed and un- 
eontrolled, and to-niorrow, to-mornow, I 
may perhaps find the power, without my 
b^art burstißg in the conflict, to teil you 
aU/' 

" My Meliora, my earlie^it friend and 
jouthfui beoefactressi'^ said Rö^ whonow 
dissolved in tears^ and anxiously approach* 
ing her, tenderly took her hand^-*^ i would 
a^ no question ; I would form no conjec* 
tiire but such as would yield me the power 
of weeping over your afflictions with you, or 
pouring the balm of consolation into your 
sorrowing bosom, from every assuasive I 
could find. But; since such is your wish, 
I will pass my night in silent grief, for 
distress that friendship must not penetrate ; 
and weep my genuine sympathy for woes 
that are unconiided to me." 

'^ No, no," Said Lady Meliora, affection« 
ately returning the pressure of her band, 
*' you must go to your bed. Sleep, if you 
bave power, and let your last prayer of 
this night be an aspiration for fortitude to 
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be granted from Heaven to me. Rosa, 
oblige a sorrowing friend ; gOj go to bed, 
I shall do so too. I shall rest my aching 
head upon my pillow, but to the aching 
heart there is no spot for rest/' 

** O, yes ! '* responded . Rosa, ** a sure, 
a certain, an unfailing spot ; though finn 
as adamantine rock, yet soft as the balmy 
bosom of maternal tendemess, let yaur last 
prayer be for its magic influence. Lay 
your heart, however teeming with its new- 
found sorrows, upon its pure shrine, and 
there you will promptly find it lighten as 
itrests," 

*' Ah ! Rosa, can faith in heavenly in- 
fluence do this ? " 

** Try it," said Rosa, with firm and 
pious gratitude, " I have never found it 
fail me/* 

Lady M diora tried the experiment, for 

the first time, for she was new to the dis- 

appointments of life, and our heroine 

hoped with success, since she arose firom 

er knees apparently more composed ; but 

the*H ^^^^ ^^ Rosabella's wakeful night, 
^ deep-drawn sighs, and stifled sobs of 
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her friend» painfully assured her that hers 
too was sleepless. 

The request of Lady Meliora to ask no 

questions, although painful to the heart of 

friendship, Rosa, could acquiesce in, but 

not to conjecture was an impossibility, at 

least so our heroine found it ; for the sug^ 

gestion promptly arose, and gathered 

s^rength as she meditated upon its proba- 

bility, that either the death or marriage of 

Lord Montaibert, incautiously communi« 

cated to her, was the cause of her belov- 

ed friend's affliction. This belief cmly 

awakened a powerful increase to her sym- 

pathy, in the retrospection of her own 

heart's anguish, wfaen she believed her im- 

expected Separation from Egremont was 

to be eternal ; and all this sad sympathy, 

and all her anticipated vexations, through 

Mr. Stemham's machinations, with the 

often obtruding thought of the distre^es 

of the ruined Charles, with the trembüng 

apprehension of Egremont having found 

BO clew to the discovery of her connexions, 

aillowed not her contemplations to dwell 
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exclusively i^on the unexpected brighten- 
ing of her own love's horoscope» 

But so interesting were all these diemes 
to the susceptible Rosabella^ that, in de- 
fiadice of the extreme fatigue tbat had 
overpowered her when täie sought her pil* 
low, she obtaiaed no rest, and wa» there* 
Sare ta readiness ta start frotn her bed the 
inoment Lady Dervitte rang för Dermat in 
the maming; and the movaent the was 
drefised, and had performed her never 
omitted sacred duties, she waa haatening 
to obey the comtnands of her benefactre», 
when Lady Meliora calied her. 

^^ Rosa, my beioved Rom, my faithfui 
friend,-«-yoD who never, never,, deceivedl 
me,'' arhe said ^^ ime your infiuence wftk 
grandmama, to take me oat 0f Londoi 
without delay« Teil her diat the alv does 
not agrec with me ^ tdl her any thing, to 
get me out of this: detested sppt^ but tbat 
I am unhappy ; for upon that snbject I 
caBfnot, cannot yet enter. Pethaps in the 
country I may become more rational, and 
lasn sofamission to the decrees of Fate. 



But manage, my own kind Rosa, in grand- 
mama's acquiescence tbat she questions 
me not about it." 

Rosa, promising to exert hcrr influence, 
descended from her Chamber with a palpi- 
tattng heart, in firm convictton &rhe was 
about to e^icounter an unpleasant scene 
With her revered benefactress, through the 
misrepresentation» of the designing Mr. 
Sternham ; yet even thus anttcipatmg s 
painfiii interview, she was wholly unpre« 
pared Ibr the stunning blow ta happiness 
tbat did await her. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

t 

The moment Rosa approached the dress- 
ing-room of Lady Derville, she met Dermot 
emerging from it, who with a sorrowfiil 
air motioned for her to acccompany her 
into an adjoining room. 

Ah ! Miss Rosa/' she moumfuUy said, 
I greatly fear you are going to hear 
some direful intelligence, brought to my 
Lady last night by Mr. Sternham, since, 
after her long Conference with him, I saw 
she was dreadfully agitated, and, as I 
thought, by anger mingled with great 
grief ; but to me she was silent upon the 
subject, only ordering me to give her lau- 
danum. But alas! Miss, opium seems 
to have done her no good, for I am certain 
she passed all her night in teafs, and she 
is so tremulous and low, and so ghasüy 
pale, I fear, whatever the misfortune is, it 
will kill my dear Lady j and I cannot but 
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fear it is about Master Charles.*— Heaven 
send he has not been duelling.'^ 

The terrified and sympathizing Rosa- 
bella, now finding she might enter, with 
a bounding heart and trembling frame 
presented herseif bcfore her benefactress, 
from whose venerable countenance her 
eager eye sought Information of the nature 
of the affliction that oppressed her ; but 
through the anxious eye of Rosa was 
instantly shot to her bosom a pang almost 
stunning to every faculty, for on the 
aspect of her beloved protectress she 
thought she beheld the appearance of 
hastily approachiqg dissolution. 

** Oh ! madaniy you are ill !'* exclaimed 
the terrified Rosa, flying to her, and, with 
the affection of a fondly attached child, 
anxiously taking her band. 

Immediately the grief-blanched coun^ 
tenance of Lady Derville changed to the 
crimson hue of infuriated passion ; her 
eyes flashed flames of ire, and, in the suffb« 
cating voice of indignant agitation, she 
exclaimed, as with violence she tbrew 
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tfae hand of the diamayed Rosa firom 
her — 

*^ Touch me not, vile, deceitful, insi- 
dieus moQster of enormous ingratitude! 
viper, that I fostered in my bosom to 
sting me to. the heart !'' 

*^ Oh ! madam, my own benefactress T 
exclaimed our heroine, bursting into an 
agony of anguished tears, in firm belief 
the laudanum had operated upon her in- 
tellect. 

** And dares your guilty heart acknow- 
ledge me your benefactress, whilst it teems 
with such a füll tide of black and dire 
ingratitude ? But diy, — dry those croco- 
dile, those hypocritical tears : they wiD 
avail you nothing; for now I know your 
perfidy, — ^they may only sully the lustre of 
that Superlative beauty, you used as your 
treacherous weapon to wound your be- 
nefactress.** 

^ For pity's sake, my dear, dear madam, 
explain; announce to me what all these 
direfiil accjiisations can in possibility have 
&undation firom,*' exclaimed the amazed 
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Rosa, now feding relieved from the ago- 
nizing belief of her benefactress having 
her life or senses menaced ; since from her 
ladyship's last allusion, a suspicioa was 
awakened <^ all this unusual and alaroiing 
violence being the eflfect of anger, on 
leaming through Mr. Sternham's means 
of the unfortunate passion Mn Monson 
had imbibed for her. 

'* So you require explanations» iDadam ! 
Your conscience theo conveys not the 
necessary information !" responded Lady 
Derville, whose almost frantic violence 
was beginning to exhaust itself, and to 
moderate into a more effective dignity 
of composed resentment. 

*^ Indeed, madam/' said Rosabella, fal* 
tering only from wouhded feeling« lipon 
being suspected of heinous misdemeanors 
by an individual she so tenderly loved and 
reverenced — "indeed, madam, my con- 
science can yield rae no aid in the form of 
an accuser ; but whatever I stand arraigned 
for, of treachery and ingratitude, through 
the impeaching testimony of Mr. Stern« 
harn» my conscience can firmly assist me ; 
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as it holds within it the inspirating record 
of self-acquittal.'* 

'^ Rosabella Frederick ! this amazing 
courage, this afiectation of innocence — I 
grieve to pronounce it such — cannot serve 
you; since all your arts, your duplicityi 
your long train of deceptive policy, are 
now before roe. Oh ! Rosa — Rosa ! de- 
ceitful semblance of every HeaveD-formed 
virtue! when I took you to my fosteriog 
bosom as my cliild, — ivhen Meliora Mon- 
son took you to her- infänt heart as a 
sister, and held you firmly there through 
life as her friend, — little, little did she or 
I predict you were fondled and cherished 
only to Stab our peace, through arts and 
pei-fidy the most profound." 

** Oh !" exclaimed Rosa, sinking iü 
an agony of wounded feeling at the feet 
of Lady Derville, " let that Heaven- 
inspired pity that led you to take me 
in infant insulation to your fostering bo- 
som, now extend its infiuence in my be- 
half, in this torturing moment, and inspire 
you with charity to ease the anguish I 
endure^ by revealing to me the nature 
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of my perfldy» the form of my ingratitude; 
siiice by the breath of £ruth I can dissölve 
each direful phantom.'* 

«Lord Montalbert!— Rosabella r said 
Lady Derville» with an inspiring solem- 
nity.'^ 

^^ Lord Montalbertir repeated Rosa, 
in amazement. '^ Is Lord Montalbert my 
accuser, madam?" 

^* Lord Montalbert Stands as the incon- 
trovertible testimony of your dreädful tis- 
sue of base hypocritical treachery and in- 
gratitude." 

'' I can by no means comprehend the 
texture öf this tissue, the fertile genius 
of Mr. Stemham has woven for the re- 
presentation of my exploits in turpitude/' 
Said Rosa proudly, as she arose from 
her suppliant posture. 

^^ You could comprehend, I believe, 
Miss Frederick, — for my child was too 
guileless to conceal her artless feelings 
upon the subject, as perhaps she ought — 
that Lady Meliora Monson^-her to whom 
you owe no trivial debt of Obligation;— had 
^%ed her affections, irrevocably fixed them. 
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upon Lord Montalber ; and that her unioB 
with him was the first ivish of my hearL*' 

'* Assuredly I did comprehend all that, 
madam ; — and in my heart too was that 
wish cherished as a favourite one." 

*' So you proclaimed ; and upon every 
occasion appeared anxious to add fuel to 
the flame kindled in the guileless bosom of 
my ingenuous child ; and all this was, as 
it now^appears, to add to the lustre of 
your own triumph. But let your con« 
science speak ; let that infprm you if that 
can be deemed a triumph, which Springs 
from p^*fidy, hypocrisy, and ingratitude." 

'^ Madam," exclaimed the impatient 
Rosa, her heart swelling with indignation 
ät such a dreadful impeachment of her 
rectitude, ** 1 have supplicated, implored 
for an explanation o£ this tremendous sos- 
picion of my rectitude ; but as my suppli- 
cation has proved inefficacious, I now dc- 
mand it, madam, as my right. Serioos ac- 
cusations as these are, must have a source; 
^d even should 1 prove the criminal you 
b^ «eve me, the laws of my country sue 
®^ °^y not being condemned unheard; 
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therefore from justice, — sincelseem, alas ! 
bereft of every other advocate within the 
bosom of my benefactress,— I claim a so« 
lution to tbese charges, which now in am«* 
bush pky the. assassin's part mortaily to 
wound my fame/* 

^* Those charges are easily coneentrated 
in tfaeir source. You faare succeeded, Miss 
Fredefick, in your perfidious attempt« You 
have won Lord Montalbert from your 
fiiend." 

«^ Lord Montalbert ! madam P^ reite- 
rated the amazed Rosabella», in tones of 
tHe mostunequivocal astönishment. ^^Lörd 
Mnntalbert 1 This is. ihdeed a .phantom 
fnmi the cregtiv e -fancy ' of the ingenious Mr« 
Sternhäm, which I must heg leave instantly 
to .ejcoroisey by my solemn, sacred assur^ 
ance, that I have knowingly never even yet 
beheld Lord Montalbert." 

^ Rosa, Rosa, proceed no fiirther in 
this atrocious System öf deceit ; since it 
will no longer avail you; and your pre« 
tended beHef of your clandestine suitpr 
being any other individual than Lord 
Montalbert can no longer conceal you 
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from detection ; since Mr. Stemham, with 
his own eyes, beheld you with bis lord«» 
ship on the rocks, where you had con- 
certed your secret meetings ; when, through 
a vain hope of counteracting the treache- 
rous blow aiming by my protegee at my 
fondest bopes and wishes, he persuaded 
me to believe the man he found you with a 
notorious character, and then commenced 
bis project for sending you from Ravens- 
wood ; wbilst to you he gave unequivocal 
intimation, that your base project should 
be frustrated/' 

« Oh, madam!— Oh, Lady Derville!" 
faltered out the dreadfully agitated Ro6a> 
bella, *' let me perfectiy comprehend you. 
Does. Mr. Stemham mean to insinuate, that 
Lord Montalbert and Mr. Egremont are 
one and the same individual?'* 

" He absolutely aflSrms it.*' 

^' Impossible, impossible !" exclaimed 
poor Rosa, as, subdued by emotion almost 
too mighty for endurance, she sunk into a 
chair; and as she covered her face with 
her hands, she groaned in the anguish 
of her heart. 
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" No, Miss Frederick, no, it is not im» 
possible ; and this natural working of your 
wounded conscience proclaims you know 
it not impossible." 

The unkindness of this unqualified sus« 
picion of the cause of her emotioni fröm 
one so loved, so reverenced, now Struck 
on the more tender tones of Rosa's feel« 
ings, and she burst into an agony of tears« 
Lady Derville continued — 

<^ And did I require other conviction^ 
than what the testimony of Mr. Sternham 
yields, I have it here, in a letter from 
O'Lurcher to my chaplain, in which he 
condoles with Mr. Sternham upon having 
lost all <;hance of obtaining your band, as 
the Lord of St. Leonard's Abbey was bis 
rival; since one of the tenants, whilst 
coursing rabbits, had overheard bis lord^ 
ship making unequivocal love to you, as 
he was leading your donkey in the neigh^ 
bourhood of Myrtle's Town. Dare you 
deny this fact, Miss Frederick?" 

** Madam," sobbed the heart-wrung 
Rosa» " I dare deny nothing that is a fact, 
The circumstance of tny being, wbUst 
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upon a donkey, and near a thicket, in 
which I aflerwards observed a sportsman, 
addressed in the language of love, is cer- 
tainly most true ; but as to the individual 
who 80 addressed me being any other tban 
he and his ftiends represented bim — ^Mr» 
Egremont— I have a right to deny, until I 
bave other proof than Mr. Stemham's, 
wbom, in this his cruel calumny of me, I 
solemniy arraign of the monstrous tur« 
pitude of uttering falseboods. Never, 
never did he, by any intimation what- 
soever, lead me even to suspect the in- 
dividual he found me seeking aid for on 
the rocks was Lord Montalbert. Oh that 
he had ! at least if indeed the man, 
whom Mr. Trench and Captain Gore con- 
firmed me in the belief was Mr. Egremont, 
is in fact bis lordship.** 

** To you, Miss Frederick, this point 
must stand clear, as I once believed your 
conscience ; since it is utterly impossible 
you could have wandered around Ravens* 
wood, as you found plausible means of 
doing, without ascertaining the person rf 
Lord MoQtalbert'' 
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^^ Improbable as it may äppe^r^ I never 
did ascertain the form of Lord Mont- 
albert ; but if Egremont and bis lordship 
are in truth the same individual, my crime 
against my Meiiora's peace has been un« 
consoiously comtpitted« As Mn Egre« 
mont he wooed me, aiid as Mr. Egremont 
he accompHshed what Lord Montalbert 
never could have effected — he won my 
affections." Rosa with difficulty articu- 
lated, 90 convulsive were the sobs that 
burst from her agonized bosom. ^* But 
why, — ^for what purpose Lord Montalbert 
and bis friends should deceive me, relative 
to bis identity, . I am so wholly at a loss to 
divine, that I must still hope . it is im« 
possible/' 

' " The project* might häVe been for the 
giatifying purpose^" retumed Lady Der* 
vill^ with heartftortunhg irony in her äc- 
Qpnts,'-^" to prove you loved him for him- 
self alone ; but proof, strong as testimony 
could providentially send us of your per- 
fidy, came in an intercepted letter firom 
his lordship to you; in which is clearly 
revealedy that it was at your request he 
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had dropped bis title, during your clan- 
desüne wooing, — ^for in it heasks you, 
wby you willed it so ? The response was 
obvious. It was your shield qf pretence : 
for if bis lordship addressed you under 
a fictitious name, tbe dear innocent was ex- 
onerated from ber load of treacbery: for 
you were deluded by tbe romance of fic- 
tion." 

. " Wbere, madam, is tbat letter?" de* 
jnanded tbe weeping Rosabella : ** surely 
it cannot be ascribed to presumption in 
xne, to claim my rigbt of seeing tbat wbich 
forms my condemnation." 

^^ Mr. Sternbam bas unfprtunately mis- 
laid it, in our removal from Albemarle 
Street/' 

. " Mislaid it! Ob, cruel traducer!** 
softly xnurmured tbe beart-wrung Rosa. 
. *' Miss Frederick, it ill becomes ^ou 
to tbrow aspersions on a sacfed cbara%- 
ter/' 

- '* Oh! Lady Derviile, were you Kke me^ 
menaced with tbe overtbrow of every 
bope of eartbly bappiness, you would — 
knowing your own innocence, as I do. 
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• — you would not scruple to make your 
accusatioDs against your defamers, what- 
ever sacred garb they might appear^in. 
As my cruel defamer, madam, I pronounce 
Mr. Sternham ; and from you, who have 
from my earliest infancy protected me \7ith 
even maternal tenderness,— -from you I 
claim the justice, to demand for me the 
proofs he has of my perfidy, my hypocrisy, 
my ingratitude, that they may be fairly 
^ and openly produced, either to be refuted 
er confirmed/' 

" From taking any part in a trial of such 
a nature» so insulting to the veracity of 
my chaplain, and wounding to my already 
too much tortured feelings, you muät ex- 
cuse me» madam/' 

*' Alas!'* sobbed Rosa, clasping her 
hands in agony, as her tears flowed in 
accumulating bitterness, ** am I then to 
be condemned, by those too who have 
known every thought of my bosom from 
my Infant helplessness, upon the mere 
unsubstantiated testimony of a man, whom 
I have converted into an implacable foe» 
because I could not love him? and who. 
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had he been thatsiealous upright friend 
to his patroness he affects to be, would 
have pursued no stealthy patb, but the 
moment he discovered my treacherous 
plans, he would have unveiled me to your 
ladysbip^ and not have sought to take the 
perfidious viper to his own bosom, as the 
wi£e of his unbiassed choice." 

** Mr. Sternham, madam, has accounted 
satisfactorily to me for every part of his 
conduct ; but, as the proof Stands con« 
firmed s^ainst you, by liis lordship's pro« 
fessed attachment, and possibly intended 
Union with you ; all investigation of the 
matter is unnecessary, since it could not 
uow undo the mischiefs you have grate- 
fuUy effected. My child's happiness is 
blasted : — ^my heart broken, Nor are these 
all the miseries you have inflicted cm those 
who cherished you in th'eir prötecting 
bosoms for you to stirig ^ them, as you 
smiled in deceptious gratitude. You won 
the afiections of my most beloved ^rand- 
son,-^and then, in the siecurity of a su- 
perior conquest, bade hiin take back the 
a£fections you no longer prized j and seot 
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him, in the conflict of his wretchedness, 
to seek peace from^ tbat home where you 
had destroyed it for him, and in this duae^ 
ful dereliction of his home, I am tanght 
the ägohizing fear, that he has met hid 
Tuin. 

Foor Rosa gröaned in mental anguish, 
»-•alternately she pressed her palsied deäth- 
chilled hands against her throbbing tem- 
ples, her bursting heart; and so amazed 
was every faculty by grief and dismay^ 
that the being, whom she so tenderly loved 
and profoundly reverenced, should .thus 
give credence to every evil representation 
of her, and in the dread shock of having— • 
if the affirmation was true, of Lord MontaU 
bert and Egrembnt being the same indivi- 
dual — destroyed the peace of those who 
had benignly sheltered her ; all power of 
articulatiön seemed now suspended — Lady 
Derville proceeded/ 

** I rejoice for your sake, Miss Frede- 
rick, that your heart is not callous to your 
iniquities ; since as crimes I must ciass 
your misconduct to me and my children ; 
and therefore you cannot wonder— nor 
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can the world pronounce my conduct un* 
feeling, — ^that it is my fixed, unalterable 
determination, to replace you where I 
found you,— as the protegee of Mrs. Kill- 
bride, from whence Lord Montalbert can 
take you to his bosom as the sharer of his 
honours; and until he does so, the an- 
nuity I lately settled for you shall still 
be yours. I have arranged that to-morrow 
you commence your return to Ireland, 
under the protection of a highly respect- 
able friend of my chaplain's j and accom- 
panied by Betty Raacb, the base confidant 
of your vile treachery. 

'^ In the intermediate time, I leave this 
house to yourself, madam, to make the 
necessary preparations for your departiire. 
The moment I have breakfasted I shall set 
out with my injured grandaughter, — whom 
it is my absolute command you hold no 
intercourse with, on aäy pretence whatso- 
ever, — ^as I must take time gently to break 
to her the Service you have rendered her, 
With her, I say, I shall set out for Rich- 
mond, to reipain with Lady Elstow, until 
^ftex the Viper I have fostered departs for 
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that land, where it is said— though you 
have proved the tradition erroneous, — ^the 
power of venom dies." 

The pride of conscious rectitude un- 
justly aspersed, condemned unheard, and 
treated with the harshness of a convicted 
criminal, arose with its shield of firmness 
in the tortured mind of Rosabella, and 
bore down hastily all the tender suscepti- 
bilities, so deeply wounded in this cruel 
conflict that were subduing her fortitude ; 
and as her ladyship came to her close, she 
Started from her seat, and swallowed some 
sups of water to remove the Sensation of 
Strangulation she was experiencing, as 
her pride-banished tears were struggling 
agaiiist suppression ; when turning to 
Lady Derville, she with becoming dig. 
nity, yet lempered with submissive reve- 
rence, said — 

*^ Your command, madam, shall be im- 
plicitly obeyed. I will not see Lady 
Meliora, — though Heaven, that knows all 
secrets of every heart, knows how tortur- 
ing that forbearance must provej — since 
I left her not,— not quite well/* 
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«* Not well ! My child not well l" Lady 
Derville exclaimed, wringing her hands 
in a State little short öf distraction. *' Then 
the deed^^ — the direful deed öf treacheiy 
is peirformed» and she i» heart-rived on 
beholding, as Mr. Sternhäm did last night, 
you with your hand tenderly clasped by 
Lord Montalbertt while she was neglected 
by him/' 

This was a tender cord« tliat promptly 
vibrated upon the susceptibiliti^a öf Roöft; 
for Stueh a tbing was poesible; and bbe 
might^yes, she might häve been^ the ün- 
conscioas cause of her beloVed Meliöra's 
dreadful agitation, and sübsequent nigbf 
of sleepiess misery ; and again her süs- 
pended tears began t& flow with agöny 
unutt^rabie; ^nd ^t thät moiHlfnt Lady 
Derville rushed by he^, to the Chamber of 
her grandaughter. 
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GHAPTER XVII. 

*' Meuora, Meliora ! prop of my age ! — 
pride of my life ! and darling of my heart!" 
Lady Derville wildly cried, as she en- 
tered, ** what is it I hear ? Are you in- 
deed not well ? Has the cruel shaft been 
fluAg too truly ; and shall I lose .you ?*^ 

^^ Dear grandmama/^ Lady Meliora ex- 
claimed, as her astonishment arrested the 
tears she had uncontrolledly been shedding 
in the absence of our heroine, ** what can 
Rosa have said so terribly to alarm you V* 
I am merely ovfercottie by tlie iatigue of 
last Jiigfat, and the dreadful alarm I ^us- 
tained through that unfortunate oonflagra- 
tion. I sent her to telLyou so, and to 
implore you to take me out of this odious 
London ; the air of which I am convinced 
does not agree with me :— whilst I ain also 
convinced a few days at Richmond will 
set me up again." 



384 ROSABELLA» 

" Are you willing to commence the ex- 
periment this very day? Let me read 
your aspect, to learn if ihdeed you are 
equal to even this trifling fatigue.'* 

The eyes bf Lady Meliora sunk in con- 
scious avoidance beneath the scrutinizing 
gaie of her venerable parent. Lady Der- 
ville groaned, and Lady Meliora endea- 
vouring at firmness to turn annoying in- 
quiry from her, assured her grandmother 
she was as able as anxious to set out im- 
mediately. 

** Then, can you now arise and take 
your breakfast whilst dressing? since to 
confess the honest truth, I am anxious — 
very anxious to be gone, to escape— some 
very annoying intruders." 

** Whom, grandmama ?" 
- ** O, several : — amongst whom, Lady 
Wilemore." 

. ^* For mercy, let us abscond then* TU 
arise instantly ; but send Rosa to break* 
fast with me." 

" That, — that my love, I cannot doj 
for as I must leave her behind to transact 
all kinds of disagreeable business for me» 
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with— wiih a— with some troublesome te- 
nantSy who have foUowed me from Ireland; 
I have to'give her all my Instructions as 

we breakfast. But Dermot shallattend 

. ... 

you. 

" Since you cannot spare Rosa, I had 
much rather be left entirely to myself ; 
for both Dermot and Betty would tease 
me with questions relative to the föte ; 
therefore, send me my breakfast from your 
table, grandmama, by one of the English 
maids, who never presume to spealc to 
me/' 

The heart-wrung Lady Derville, in füll 
conviction the shaft was flung unerringly 
at her darling's peace, kissed her with a 
quivering lip, and then descended to her 
dressing-room, with no one feeling im- 
proved towards poor Rosabella by this 
Visit to her idol. 

But Rosa was not there to meet the in- 
creasing lower, for she had retreated to 
the dining-room, which at that hoiir of the 
day was her most secure asylum from ob« 
servation, and where Lady Derville prompt- 
ly found her, weeping bitterly, at the tor- 
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turing possibility of her having — although 
vnconsciously, — destroyed the happiness 
of those she was so tenderly bound to 
through gratitude and afifection. 

** For the peace of my child, Miss Fre- 
derick/' Said her ladyship, in tones inflict- 
ing still deeper wounds through the bosonr 
of poor Rosabella, ^^ I am humbled to the 
condescension of imploring a favour, even 
from you.*' 

From the centre of Rosa's heart escaped 
a deep-toned sigh. 

^* To prevent surmises amongst my do^ 
mestics, which might reach the ears of my 
child— whom I wish to take hence, unap- 
prised of the tortures her heart has yet to 
receive, for as yet, I believe, she is uncon« 
scious of her friend being the viper that 
has stung her, — I am compelled to request 
you to appear at my breakfast board once 
more, and the moment that repast is ended» 
I must further entreat you, either to con- 
ceal yourself in the green house, or to 
walk out with your confidant Betty, until 
. my poor child departs for Richmond.'' 

The wounded pride of our beroine again 
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dried her tears ; and in obedience to the 
wishes of her long kiod, and tender bene« 
factf 6$s» she presided once more at the 
breakfast board. 

Thiarepast could not but prove analmost 
nominal one ; and the interval passed at it 
being devoted to profoundly awful silence, 
Rosa had opportunitv to give her agonizing 
tfaoughts free scope ; and at length as she 
saw Lady Derville approach the termina* 
tictn of her successless attempt at break- 
fast, and concluding her own absence 
would too soon be wished for» she made 
a powerful struggle with her feelings, to 
permit her to articulate, without the con» 
vulsive emotion that seemed menacing 
suffocation, arising to prevent her utter- 
ance j and, tremulously, she said — 

'* As you have arranged for my depar« 
ture, inädam, not only from your family, 
but from London, to-morrow, no power is 
left me to ascertain whetber the affirma- 
tion of Mr. Stemham, relative to the indi- 
vidaal who addres&ed me at Myrtie's Town, 
is founded upon fact ; for as Mr. Trench 
is not in town, I can make no immediate 
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application to him upon this important 
subject ; and as it is absolutely essential 
for my mental arrangements, that I should 
obtain positive information, such as I can 
place faith in, your ladyship will, I trust, 
excuse niy presumption, in requesting you 
to decide this material point for me. 

" You have seen Lord Montalbert, 
madam ; and, — and, I have a little sketch 
of resemblance I attempted of him T knew 
as Mr. Egremont ; and as I had not — 
through a belief that all prospect of union 
with him was terminated for ever — had 
not communicated any thing relative to 
my unfortunate attachment to Lady Me- 
liora ; and fearing she might find the por- 
trait, and questiön me about it, if I left it 
with my other drawings, I — I contrived a 
case to— but — but it matters to no one 
now^ why I contrived to wear it in my 
bosom.*' 

Rosa's blanched cheeks now mantled to 
a bright vermilion tint, as she drew a Por- 
trait from her bosom, and with quivering 
lip, bounding heart, and palsied band, pre« 
sented it to Lady Derville, 
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" Have the goodness, niadarn," she said, 
" to decide the fate of your insulated jpro- 
Ugie. In your band is my happiness 
or my misery. On yoii I rest for my sen- 
tence of lifeor death. Is it, or is it not, 
dearest Lady Derville, the resemblance of 
Lord Montalbert?" 

" Of Lord Montalbert? Yes, — the 
most striking resembance of Lord Montal- 
bert." 

Rosabella groaned in mental agony, and 
sunk back in her chair, the serablance of 
transfixed despair. 

" Oh ! Rosa, deceptious Rosa ! why 
was that concealment from Meliora prac- 
tised — from the guileless, ingenuous Me- 
liora, every secret of whose heart was operi 
to you ; — ^but in the consciousness of who 
it was you had perfidiously won from 
her ?*' 

!^losa answered not ; — for Rosa 
heard not. Every faculty seemed sus- 
pending fast, through the stunning tor- 
ture her heart was writhing with ; and 
" the wheel at the cistern" was pausing 
from its Operation, when all her powers 

VOL. IV. o. 
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were aroused to action, by a violent and 
hurried knock at the street door. 

To escape from the Observation of who- 
ever thus was coming, was the first idea 
our heroine awoke to; when, starting from 
her seat, she wildly snatched the band of 
the unprepared Lady Derville, carried it 
with convulsive energy to her lips, and 
\nth catching respiration, and faltering 
accents, she rapidly articulated, — 

" Oh, my benefactress, what a farewell 
is this ! But in the last moment we may 
perhaps ever meet, accept my grateful 
benediction ; and credit my solemn assur- 
ances, that Betty Roach is guiltless of in- 
gratitude to you/' 

And now hearing the approach of these 
intruding visitors, Rosabella rapidly effect^ 
ed her retreat from Observation, into an 
adjoining room, from whence she shortly 
after escaped to the Station in the remote 
green house Lady Derville had sentenced 
her to j and there remained, in all the 
poignant agony of mental anguish a bosom 
untortured by guilt coiild suflfer from, until 
the departure of her once maternally kind 
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and affectionate benefactress and her ten- 
derly beloved Meliora had taken place for 
Richmond — a departure retarded by the 
visitors Rosa had flown from, who proved 
to be Mrs. O'Dowd and Captain Dun- 
combe. 

Mrs. O'Dowd came in great distress to 
bid a hasty farewell, and to make her hus- 
band's apology for not calling to say adieu, 
ere they set out for Bath, whither they 
were summoned by a letter brought by 
that morning's post, announcing that Mrs* 
Alermont, Captain 0*Dowd*s mother, after 
having travelled over frora Ireland, to fa- 
cilitate her meeting with her adored son, 
had, on her arrival at Bath, been taken so 
dangerously ill, that no time could be lost 
in summoning them to attend her. 

Captain Duncombe was only just arrived 
in town, after the nuptials of Miss Neville; 
and panting to commence the siege of 
Rosa^s heart, Mrs. O'Dowd made him 
escort her to Sloane Street, where great 
was hl» disappointment, on learning that 
Mts» Frederick was gone with Lady Me-. 
liwa U> Bfyamtone Square ; for such was^ 

O 2 
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the excuse Lady Dcrville thought it ex* 
pedient to make, for the non-appearance 
of the two young ladies, to say adieu to 
Mrs. 0*Do\vd ; whose distress our readers 
may suppose sincere, when she breathed 
not one lamentation at the prpspect be- 
fore her, of having all her stylish Pari- 
sian costume laid aside until ^ out of 
fashion's date, for the sable habiliment 

of sorrow. 

For nearly two long lagging hours 
had Rosabella been consigned to her 
humiliating ambush in the green house, 
where the solace of her time was ago- 
nizing meditation, with bitter, bitter tears ; 
and the moment the sound of the wheels, 
that were bearing her benefactress and 
her Meliora in disunion from her, died 
on her eager ear, she rushed from her 
concealment in anguish almost too migh- 
ty for endurance ; and flew to a small 
closet within the Chamber she had occu- 
pied with Lady Meliora, and which had 
been appropriated to her as a dressing 
room; where now she secured herseif 
from Observation, whilst on her knees Ae 
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devoütly and fervently implored, from 
pitying Heaven, ffrmness to bear her sor- 
rows witb submissive resfgnation. 

Rosa had said to Lady Meliora, the 
preceding night, her faith on piety's soft 
balm had never failed her ; and now in 
the most torturing moment of her lifo 
she proved its eflScacy : for her for- 
titude strengthened as she prayed; änd 
she arose from her knees coraparatively 
composed to commune with her own 
thoughts upon the important subject of 
the line of conduct she should pursue, 
now she was cast from the favou'r and 
protection of her long tenderly cherish- 
ing benefactress, arraigned and condemn- 
ed as a defaulter of the most perfidious 
stamp. 

But nearly had the Heaven-inspired 
fortitude of Rosabella found its Suspen- 
sion, if not its overthrow, when as shö 
arose from her knees, she beheld a billet 
directed to herseif from Lady Meliora, 
lying upon her dressing table. With 
faculties almost subjugated by apprehen- 
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sion ot what new wounds for her bteediog 
heart it might contain, sfae with tremuloos 
fingers broke tbe seal» and cootrived to 
read, although the uneven characters of 
Lady Meliora's unsteadj band danced and 
floated before her as unsteady viaion — 

** My own beloved Friend, 

'^ Wht is it that I am thus atrangdy 

faurried to Richmond, without seeing yon ? 

Ah ! in grandmama's agitated mann^ and 

pallid countenance, I am led to a Solution» 

and my fears have Foundation ; aad you» 

my tender Rosa» are too much afiected at 

the blow thus unexpectedly given to my 

happiness, to be permitted by her yet to 

see me. But, perhaps it is the misfprtunes 

of my poor Charles, and not mine^ that 

thus unnerve her ; and you have mine 

yet to hear, still more to overpower you 

both ;-i— for well I know how your hearts 

will bleed for me, when you hear I beheld 

Montalbert in the park last night, and all 

«y golden dream of happines» was dis- 
soived. 
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" It was in the moment before I rushed 
back to you, — so heart-broken, so undone, 
— that I suddenly catne in contact with 
the cruelly inconstant mau, who started 
on beholding me so near ; and, in bis first 
impulse, seemed anxious to effect bis 
escape from my recognition ; but when 
he perceived that was impossiblei bis 
bow of mere common poütessey his retir- 
ing manner altogether, came like the 
withering sirocco to my hopes,--^blight<- 
ing each sweet blossom of my promised 
happiness. 

^' Oh Rosa, you who seemed inspired 
by some prophetic influence, to forebode 
this dreadful dereliction ! — Oh Rosa, you 
who never yet deceived me, I implore, I 
importune you, to employ some of those 
hours you are left to solitude in town, to 
discover for me, through the medium 
of your friend Mr. Trench, how I can 
have lost my iniluence on Montalbert's 
heart! — in short, all you can with de- 
Ucacy discover for me, and hasten to 
impart all without reserve, — altliough 
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the intelligence may rend at once the 

heart of 

*' My Rosabella's 
" Most attached, 

" And most affectionate 
" Friend and Sister, 

" Meliora Monson.** 
«* August 2d, 1814." 

The moment the eyes of the tortured 
Rosabella reached the signature, her head 
8unk back against the wainscot, near 
which she was seated, and her arms feil 
by her sides, in all the listlessness of de- 
spondence ; whilst thrpugh her ears rung 
and feil in hoUow murmurs on her heart— 
which now reverbefated all things sono- 
rously, since happiness blighted there 
seemed to have turned to pining echo, 
still loudly to repeat each theme of misery 
—the voice of her friend resounding, " O 
Rosa, you who never yet deceived me!" 
whilst before her visual ray, flitted the 
wan, the upbraiding countenance of her 
benefactress, as she ascribed to her the 



BOSABELLA. 297 

lost happiness of her grandaughter, the 
ruin of her grandson. 

On hearts of susceptibility acute feeling 
sometimes acts in the moment of calamity 

« 

like the sirocco's blast, destroying each 
budding blossom of hope's formation ; 
and turning the future path of life intp 
the dreary desert of cheerless misery : so 
in Rosabella's heart all now seemed deso- 
lation*^ But as her anguished thoughts 
wandered through her lonely wastes of 
future wretchedness, she suddenly beheld 
a brightened ray in the dark perspective j 
— yet not of mundane character; for 
it was the living light,. reflected from the 
beams of lively faith ; when instantly her 
hands sprung to each other in energetic 
grasp, and firmly she articulated — 

" No, not in this transitory world is 
kappiness for me — but I will secure it in 
a better ; and the living light shall guide 
me through my path of present misery, to 
find my steady way to where no cruel sting 
shall wound the heart of innocence/^ 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

The path Mrhich the principleB of Rosa- 
bella presented to her was one of bit* 
terness and wo, in which every barbed 
arrow that could wound the heart of ten» 
der unalienable attachment were hovering 
to assail her; but rectitude commanded 
her to enter it, and gratitude gifted her 
with courage to obej ; and this with the 
promptitude of desperation, since nothing 
but promptitude could effect her purpose : 
and in the heroic resolution of her princi* 
ples, to consign herseif at once to temporal 
misery, she emerged from her doset to 
proceed, when to her infinite annoyance 
she found Betty in the Chamber anxiously 
waiting for her, 'who, the moment she ap» 
peared, exclaimed«— 

<* Oh Miss Rosa dear ! and for the bless- 
ed Saint Patrick 's sake, will you be telling 
me, wh/or wherefore you and I are to 
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be packed off to Irelaad. Mrs. Dermot 
came to nie from my ludy, just as tbey 
ivere settiag out to Richmond, to wder 
me to prepare your baggage and my own, 
tot setting out for Myrtle's Town to-mor- 
f ow morning, where your affairs recalied 
you instantly ^ that I ii^as to attend yoti» 
and a friend of ould Vinegar^s to proteet 
US over ; and she put this bank-note into 
my band, to pay for bringing me to Myr- 
tle's Town ; and bid me deliver this leitet 
from my lady to you, who.felt too much 
at your unexpected departure to be able 
to take leave of you/* 

" Betty/* Said Rosa, endeavouring, but 
ineffectually, at a steady voice ; " Betty» 
you have already heard from Mrs. Dermot 
all that is necessary for you to know, rela^ 
tive to this my very unexpectißd retum 
to Ireland ; you therefore now Will hav« 
the kindness to do for me wbat Lady Der«- 
ville had the goodness to desire, and pack 
my clothes ; whilst I go out for a sbort 
time to make a few farewell calis/' 

*< It is true, jewel," replied Betty, " 1 
did bear from Mrs» Dermot all that was 



SOO ROS ABELLA. 

necessary to teil tne ; for in tbat face of a 
dead corpse you have got, instead of your 
o.vm, I can read more than is pleasant for 
me. Oh ! from such ministers may Hea- 
ven deliver us ! since who but can know it 
is all the handy-work of old grim Worrum" 
wood, through poor spite, because you 
Mrere not bewitched into marrying him, 
the scarecrow! So this was the exploit 
of that two hours' cabal last night ; and 
the father of lies contrived to send you 
ofl^ jewel, in disgrace* Faith, and tis 
often myself wonders, how bis kingdom 
below gets on, whilst he has stepped up 
from his throne to favour us with his 
precious Company: — but sorrow morsel 
need he think, or my dear Lady either, 
that 1 . will suffer you to go, Miss, nor 
myself venture, with a protector of his 
providing, without taking cognizance of 
his two feet. Ay, faith, fut by fut I'U 
examine the ge.ntletnan, before we*il step 
out with him. </ 

** And Judy Kil^iaiius might well say it 
was a mysteripus,. and.a very suspicious 
thing to boot, when Warrunmoodi was 
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sick, and that the doctor . ordered a ßst 
bath for him, and sbe kindly offered to 
assist him, thinking it would be too weak 
he'd be, to stoop himself, and not a morsel 
would he accept her kindne8s.-^But sure, 
dear, it is not alone you'd be Walking 
put?" 

*^ No," faltered Rosa, " I shall get into 
a hackney coach/' 

" There now/* exclaimed Betty, •' is 
another stränge thing; you were not al> 
Jowed to see Mrs, O^Dowd, and that other 
fine young gentleman, when they called 
this morning, or you>could have gone your 
Visits with them." 

Rosa now asked a few questions, which 
drew from the communicative Betty the 
cause of Mrs. 0*Dowd*s early visit; and 
although the poor insulated Rosabella 
found from this intelligence, that in the 
British metropolis sbe had no longer any 
old friend left to comfort her, yet, as the 
misery that overwhelmed her was of too 
delicate a nature to permit her seeking ad- 
visers, although she must have abettors, she 
feit it almost as a relief that tbe O'Dowds 
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crotaed her path hi her anxious under- 
takiag, infinitely to embarrass her. 

Rosa, now equipped fi^ her meditated 
ezpedition, desc^nded to the drawing 
rooniy to peruse the letter of Lady Der- 
ville, which she found short and cold, 
enclosing the portrait of Lord Montalbert, 
and a bank note to defray the expense of 
her joumey to Mrs. Kilbride, with in- 
formation, ^* that Lord Montalbert, when 
he called in Sloane Street to pay his 
devoirs to her, sbould he informed of 
the place of her destination, that no time 
might be lost in the completion of her 
triufxiph." 

The unmerited cruelty of this brief 
address, although it wrang the feeling 
heart of the aüectionate Rosa, yet, as 
k also inflicted new wounds upon her 
pride of rectttude, it seemed gifted with 
the usefui power of increasing her for- 
titude. 

This heart-chiUing termination to all 
fiirther communication between the mis- 
guided benefactress and her protig6ey 
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mitten in tbe cffervescencc of Lady D«- 
ville's wounded feelings, in füll convictiott 
of the enormous turpitude of a monster 
of art and ingratitude, the agitated Rosa 
carefully deposited in her writing-desk } 
and tben, with trembling heart and frame, 
walked to the nearest stand of coaches, 
got into one, and ordered it to stop in 
one of the nearest avenues to Mansfield 
Street. 

The conflict in Rosabella's mind, during 
the interval of inaction in this ride from 
Knightsbridge to her place of destination» 
defies our power to delineate ; but perbaps 
the lively imagination of our readers may 
form some idea of what she endured, when 
they learn the nature of the sacrifice her 
mind was now intent on. 

With a frame convulsed by agitation» 
a heart chiUed by grief^ and fluttering 
in s^rehensioa of how her wild project«--*' 
for she feit it was wild, but ber criüel 
destiny allowed her no alternative— might 
lucceed, she quitted her hackney vebicie 
at the appointed place, and then proceed» 
ed on foot to Lord Flowerdew's; and 
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when the fearful »gnal was given, thaf 
efaained her to this door, a candidate 
for admission, the bounding of her heart 
might be distinctly heard. 

The door was opefied, and to the almost 
inarticulate demand of the trembling Rosa, 
** if Lady Flowerdew wa& at home ?*' the 
porter replied in the negative» To meet 
with Lady Flowerdew at home, had been 
Bosabella's only hope of succour in her 
difficulties : this now was wrested from 
her, and with such a bitter pang of dis- 
appointment the negative Struck to her 
heart, that in defiance of every exertioD^ 
she burst into tears, and was compelled 
to request a glass of water from the porter, 
pleading a sudden indisposition as the 
cause j when the man civilly ushered hex 
into a parloir, and hastened foi- the waterj 
but ere he could return witb it, a message 
came from Lady Flowerdew— who was^nu 
pidly apprised by her own footman, that 
Miss. Frederick was taken ill at the door^ 
to request her to hasten, if possible, to her 
dressmg room. 

With a difficuJty, which her poweriul 
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exertions could scarcely accomplish, the 
dreadfuUy agitated Rosabella obeyed the 
summons of Lady Flowerdew, who, sub- 
dued by the fatigue of the preceding day, 
after dispatching the Miss Lorrains and 
her children to Wimbledon, had issued 
Orders for no one to be admitted. 

The moment Lady Flowerdew^s eyes 
rested on the face of our poor heroine» 
flhe there beheld the legible record of 
sorrow's desolation ; beheld the mournful 
glance^ and green and yellow aspect of 
blighted happinessj and instantly she 
Started from the sofa she was reclining 
on, and flying to her, caught her by both 
hands, and kindly drawing her towards 
the sofa, eagerly demanded, in the tone pf 
affectionate interest^ '^ what was her ail*» 
ment ?" 

*' Oh! madäm,'' Rosa replied, as. she 
melted into tears, *' your penetrating eye 
can readily perceive that mine is mental, 
not bodily ailment ; but on yonder table X 
perceive some water, permit me to drink ^ 
little, to overcome tbis impeding emoj» 
tion," 
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Lady Flowerdew herseif most kindly ad< 
ministered some restoratives ; but that sbe 
derived most effectual benefit finom was 
her own mental exertion ; since she found 
agony in the incertitude of whetfaer h& 
ladyship could or would yield her aid, too 
oppressive for endurance ; and cönse* 
quently she summoned every faculty of 
fimmess to lead to its i^eedy termina* 
tion. 

^< Oh ! madam/' sbe at length falter. 
ingly Said, with catching re$ittration, and 
every indicative of powerful agitation; 
** forgive the liberty, which the opinion I 
have formed of your character has led me 
to the presumption of taktng with you; 
even to implore your aid, withoat the 
power, of confiding to you the dire cause 
of my finding such a supplication neces^ 
sary. 

^* Lady Flowerdew, in my altnost in* 
fancy, Lady Derville found me an insulated 
orphan, whose melancholy helplessness led 
her to take me to h» ^eltering bosom, 
which frora that hour has proved to me 
the easy piUow of matemal tendemess ; but 
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from it I now must fly, and fly in secrecy. 
— Oh! Lady Howerdcw, a painful cir- 
cumstance has occurred to make tbe des«- 
peration necessary, for the happiness of 
my benefactress and her family, that I 
flhould disappear for ever from thdr power 
to trace, as well as from their view. 

'* The cause, the fatal, the unfbreseen 
cause of this necessity, is of that delicate 
nature, that no murmur of it cau ever 
escape my Ups : — y et jt compdb me to fly» 
and with ^most imtantaneous promptir 
tude, into impenetratde shade ; for I must^ 
Lady Flowerdew, — I must sisk like n 
stone precipitated into the ocean, over 
which the unfatbomable waters close, to 
shut out every trace ; — since only by this 
means can I secure the peace of my beaer 
factress and my own rectitude. 

*' C^n you, will you, madam, brfriend 
an individual, compelled to the adoptkm 
of such suspiciouii disingenuousness? Know 
you, Lady Flowerdew, where, on tbe sur- 
face of the globe, you can se&d me, to an 
asylum where I can be secure from the 
evils of improper society, whilft I eam m j 
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own subsistence; for earn it I must, — - 
since the moment I depart I must re- 
linquish all that the benevolence of my 
benefactress had secured to me ; sinee any 
mode of pecuniary transaction must indii- 
bitably lead to a discovery of my refuge ; 
whither I must fly as the arrow through 
the air, leavhig no trace behind. But 
vrhat 18 more wounding to my tortured 
feeling», than even my dire estrangement 
from all who ever knew or loved me, is 
the compulsibn of leaving them in total 
ignorance of the fatal cause of my ap- 
parently ungrateful dereliction.** The teara 
of Rosa, drav^n to an overflow by this 
törturing reflection, now stopped the power 
of further utterancej when, to animate 
her hope of succour from her ladyship, 
she beheld the tears of sympathy flow- 
ing down the cheeks of Lady Flower- 
dew. 

Fortunately for the wish of the almost 
heart-broken Rosabella, the history told of 
her illegitimate affinity to the Derville 
family, by Mrs. O'Dowd, was still in 
the memory of her »uditress, and con* 
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veyed at once conviction to her mind 
of the cause of this desperate resolution, 
in her having imbibed an unfortunate 
reciprocity of attachment to Mr. Monson, 
and that a just-made discovery of their 
fatal consanguinity had driven her to 
adopt this measure of concealment, until 
in hopeless abserice both had found their 
eure ; for that Charles was attached to 
Ilosa, her ladyship had developed in the 
iirst hour she had seen them together; 
and the clrcumstance of her fainting the 
preceding evening, as related to her by 
Mary Lorrain, in so suspicious a mömentt 
left not a doubt on her mind of the natura 
of the calamity that thus blighted the hap- 
piness of poor Rosabella. 

An affair of that delicate nature, he^ 
ladyship thus under natural error conceivea 
it to be, could not indeed, she thought, be 
discussed; since to a mind so refinedly 
susceptible^ as she saw this unfortunate 
young woman's unaffectedly was, even the 
slightest intimation that such a horror was 
suspected, she feit füll persuasion would 
prove a shock too powerful to be sus- 
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tained; and in the confused view she 
thuB had power to take of the dreadful 
business, she thought the resolution of 
Rosabella to fly, a» she meditated — ^' 
though a most heart-reftding sacrifice to 
duty — ^yet the wisest and most effectual 
afae could adopt; and after a momenfs 
serious reflection upon the sabject, she 
kindly replied, with evident Symptoms 
of the strong interest our heroine had 
awakened in her sympathizing boson^— 

*^ My dear Mks Frederick» I will vest 
tmplicitly upon your word, for the ne« 
cessity of the deiq>erate measure you wish 
to parsue ; and without presuming to 
wound your feelings by a question, en* 
deavour to aid you in your laudable pur* 
pose : — ^but Lord Flowerdew must be ad- 
mitted into our confidencer I never act 
in any matter of importance wkbout hig 
counsel ; and for your sake, my dear un- 
fortuüate, it will be the safest way to {»ro- 
cure his advice wad aid/' 

^^ Oh ! madam,'* r^sponded the sorrow- 
ing Rosa» " I canoot cpnfide even in you» 
the cause of my desperate resolution ; and 
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Lord Flo werde w will not rest implicitly 
upon my assurance of the propriety of so 
apparently romantic and suspicious a tnea- 
sure." 

** Fear not, I think my representation 
will lead my lord to a conviction of the 
necessity of your flight; but ere I go 
to him, thcre is one question I fain would 
ask you ; since I can perceive no interdic* 
tion to my doing so. Is Lady Derville 
acquainted with the cause, that has ope- 
rated upon your forming your present re- 
solution ?** 

" She is the only person in füll pos- 
session of every particular relative to itj 
madam ; and from her I this moming re- 
ceived the fatal intelligence that has sign- 
ed my fate." 

** Then why, my dear Miss Frederick, 
need you any other confidant? Would 
not she, who knows every circumstance of 
the case, prove the most coropetent ad- 
viser, the most able agent ?" 

^' Alas ! no, madam,'* said Rosa, burst- 
ing into an agony of tears ; " Lady Der. 
ville believes me culpable ; — she believes I 
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was not Ignorant of — of circumstances : — 
but, Heaven knows, Lady Flowerdew, I 
was as unconscious of them, as your own 
innocent babes : — ^but^— but she, alas ! has 
been led to believe, I voluntarily sent the 
sbaft to her heart ; and therefore my pro- 
ject of impenetrable disappearance is form« 
ed as much to convey conviction to her 
bosom of my not being the ingrate she 
conceives me, as to annihilate the miseries 
my stay would cause : — and by my fligbt, 
Lady Derville, madam, will better know, 
than any person in existence, save myself» 
how to appreciate the sacrifice I make." 

" Heroic young woman !*' exclaimed 
her ladyship, pressing her with venerating 
admiration and pitying kindness to her 
bosom ; " I will question you no more ; 
bat will exert myself to aid you in the 
purposes of your virtuous principles. No 
one shall here break in upon you during 
my Conference with my lord, who is for- 
tunately at home." 

Lady Flowerdew now departed to con- 
ault her able adviser; and our poor he* 
roine, during the interval of her absence, 
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bj fervent supplications to tfae Diapenser 
of all benefits, for firmness to bear all that 
was'His Divine will she should sufier, so 
effectually calmed the anguish of her agi- 
tation» that when her ladyship xeturned» 
accompanied by her lord, the sublime 
aspect of Heaven-inspired resignatioa Ko- 
sabella wore penetrated to the hearts of 
both, and added to that powerful feeling 
of interest, her voluntarily-planned sacri- 
fice of herseif in the cause of duty had 
forcibly awakened. 

Lord Flowerdew, from having beeh 
many years of his life a pleader, as well as 
judge at sessions, had brought before him 
so much depravity, ingratitude, and caU 
lousness of heart in human nature, that 
where he found the reverse it awakened 
so much enthusiasm of admiratidn, that he 
ever feit almost willing to fall down and wor- 
ship the possessor ; and Lady Flowerdew's 
representat ions of Rosabella's meditated sa^ 
crifice, given as it was in feeble colouring^ 
compared to what its true source would 
have called for» through her ladyship'5 
erroneous belief of the operating cause 

VOL. ly. p 
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won hh esteem and interest so coitipetelj 
for the poor victim to duty, that he enter- 
ed his wife's dressing-room ad very a 
Quixote as any distressed damsel in ro- 
mance could wish to aid her ; and as eager 
to promote her e£fectual concealtnent irom 
her fiitally related lover, until their mutu- 
aUy unfortanate attachment had been sub- 
dued by absence and their senge of duty» 
as a heart firm in beaevole&ce and rec- 
titude could make hhn. 

Conviuced of the imperative nature of 
tfae knandate foir fiosabella's instantaneous 
flighty yet respecting the deUcacy of her 
toriuring Situation, Lord and Lady flow- 
erdeir now arranged for her secret and 
prompt departure to a secore asylum, with* 
out paining her by any questions they 
feared might fiiräier woond her too evi- 
dently anguished heart; v^hibt with the 
aiiost lively gratitude our poor self-devoted 
victim to her principles, had the « conso- 
lation to find her zealous and sympathising 
firiends'knew of a retreat, whitiher they 
fcad power instantly to send her; nor did 
she for one moment shrink fit)m ker ans- 
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ious wish to fly to ite refuge, by the candid 
avowal of her kind friends, tbat it would 
not be to a life of comfort she would con-^ 
sign herseif; tunce the lady» for wfaom they 
were at tbat very moment employed to 
tedk out a suitable companion, was one 
<ii the most gloomy bigots the Catholic 
persuafiion had ever known ; and her man- 
sion, encompassed by a moat» secluded 
from the cheering intercourse of any spe^ 
cies of Society. 

The seclusion of the mansion comprised 
all tbat duty left the heart of Rosa to 
desire ; whilst the gloom of bigotry pos-^ 
sessed small terrors for one ^o well versed 
in all the love of fbrbearance, and in all the 
iirm but mild orthodoxy of the Christian 
faitb, as taught to her by the Bishop of 
* I } and no unfavourable representatioa 
could deter her from thankfuUy accepting 
the post of companion to the recluse of 
the moot, with an adequate salary, and all 
expenses of her journey- into Yorkshire 
defrayed for hen 

But how to arrange for this long jour- 
ney with secrecy» speed> and safety, seem- 

p2 
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ed for some time to puzzle one even leam- 
ed in the laws;— but soon the apprehen- 
sion of insecurity was removed, by recol- 
lection of a tenant of his lordship's^ then 
in town, an old farmer^ who was to set out 
that very night in the mail for York, and 
to whom Lord Mowerdew knew he could 
not only confide the care of Rosa, but 
easily prevail upon to save his travelling 
expenses, by taking a place in the chaise, 
and a part in the meals provided for the 
poor fugitive. 

The other matters, although difficult 
they appeared at first to arrange, Lady 
Flowerdew at length succeeded in plan- 
ning, and the sorrowing Rosa, apprehen- 
sive a long protracted absence from Sloane 
Street might awakeh suspicion of who 
were the agents in her effectual disap- 
pearance, at last took her moumful leave 
of Lord and Lady Flowerdew, with a heart, 
however chilled by misery, warm with ani- 
mated gratitude to them, not only for 
the secure asylum they had provided for 
her, but for much wise counsel for con- 
duct, in her new and trying transition 
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from nominal to perceptible dependence. 
The die was now cast, and the poor 
dependent insulated Kosabella had pledg- 
ed herseif io fly from affluence, exalted 
rank, and concomitant distinction ; and 
above all, from the man of her tender, 
unalienable affections, as a voluntary sacri« 
fice to gratitude and friendship : but now, 
as the decree of her rectitude had become 
irrevocable, the torture of tearing herseif 
from Lord Montalbei^t-rof inäicting wpunds 
npon his generous and fervently attached 
heart, by her mysterious, and to him atro*. 
dously ungi*ateful dereliction — became 
iBore agonizing ; and yet, whilst her pangs 
pf anguished sufiering became still more 
excruciating each passing moment, she 
shrunk not from the painful task, which 
arbitrary duty ^signed for her Perform- 
ance. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

On th6 return of our heroine to Sloane 
Street, the desolation of the mansion Struck 
with the chill o£ grief to her sorrowing 
heart ; for its desolation had been caused 
by misapprehension of her principles ; and 
the benefactresB, who had tenderlj and 
benignly reared her, had flown from her 
as the envenomed viper that had Mung 
the unsuspecting bosom which nurtured 
it. The suaceptibilities of Rosa w&re so 
overpowered by the shafts thus wounding 
them, she was compelled to hasten to her 
little sanctuary, to implore from the mercy 
of Heaven the preservation of her ficm- 
ness. 

From the communicative Betty, Rosa 
learned, that immediately afler she had 
set out, Lord Derville arrived from Bryan- 
stone Square, where all was consternation, 
as the two heiresses missed the preceding 
evening, it was now ascertained, had eloped 



to Gretoa Green with two ptnay)e89 
speculators; that his lordship, In cq»* 
sequence of a note left for hm by his 
grandmother, had ioiinediately ord^red a 
cbaise and foUowed her to Richm^d : and 
that he was scarcely gone» when Mr. Moq- 
son called, in an apparent groat flutter 
of agitation» inquired fitst for her» then 
for his brother» and» evidendy mnch cha« 
grined that neither was at homey deps^rtedt 

Rosa feit alarm and distress at the dis». 
appoikitment of poor Charles» at findipg 
neither his brother nor her» since she 
dotibted not some direfid emergeocy had 
led him to seek th«m ; whilst for herseif 
she believed it a matter of congratulation 
to have escaped him, since the present 
State of her mind could ül sustain any 
addition to the conflict it endured. 

The wardrobe of Rosabella was not of 
that extent to make the task of com^ 
pressing it for travelling a tedioiis process. 
The moment her baggage was matted 
and corded, she ordered it to be placed in 
the hall in readiness for removal ; and as 
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Betty had now her packages to make 
up, which Rosa could not exonerate her 
from the trouble of without betrayiog hev 
own project, our sorrawing heroine was 
left to that solitude necessaiy for her en- 
deavour to make her epi&tolary adieu ta 
her beloved and revered benefactress. 

And tbis poor Rosa found na easy task ; 
for were she to allow her wounded feelings 
influence over her pen, she feared they 
inight assume the appearance of resent* 
roent ; and, even write . what she might, 
ftotliiiig could be able to convey, she feit 
assur^d, in the monient of misapprehen- 
sion of her, äny conviction of the sincerity 
of her heart. Thus with many a bitter tear 
and pang, she with trembling grief-chilled 
hand wrote her farewell; a eoraposition 
by no means satisfactory to her wishes; 
for her sensibilities under the constraint 
of prudence, the simple pathos, that would 
have rendered it an affecting address, was 
fettered ; but in the present distraction of 
her mind, believing herseif about to erase 
happiness from her heart's tablet for ever. 
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ehe coüld form no hope of any other at* 
tempt proving more successf\il than the 
foUowing formal address — 

" Right Hon. Countess Derville." 

" Madam, 
** Whilst the present r impressions you 
bave been led to imbibe of me influence 
your mind, any attempt of mine would 
prove a useless measure tO convince you, 
.even in a last farewell, that every pulse in 
my now painfuUy agitated heart throbs 
mth pure, lively, and unvanquishable gra- 
titude to you, for the incalculable debt 
of ben^fits I.owe to your benevolence* 
To time therefore I leave the power of 
presenting conviction to your ladyship's 
mind, that the maternal tenderness you 
made . me happy by, for nearly sixteen 
years, was not lost, lil^ the refreshing 
dews of Heaven that drop upon a desert 
sand. . 

" £^qually useless, madam, would prove 
any further effort upon my part, to con- 
vince you of my innocen'ce ; since already, 
before Heaven and you, I made soldmn 
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protesfatioQ of it; but, although yoor 
ladyship disbelieved me, — * a bird of tbe 
air shall carry the voicei and that wfiich 
has wings shall teil the matter/ with better 
success than I have done :— ^1 aow there- 
fore that remains for me to attempt» in my 
vindication from the direful charges of 
Mr. Sternham, is, to present you» madam, 
with an irFefragable proof, that whilst Mr. 
Egremont won my affections, Lord Mont- 
albert was not the object of my ingrati- 
iude's pursuit. For that proof I present 
my secret flight into the impenetrable 
shade of obscurity ; whither — as every 
clew has been destroyed«-*no pursuit can 
ever trace me ; and thus, madam» I leave 
the field open». without my counteracting 
perfidious arts, to all your wishes, relative 
to the deservedly beloved object of yow 
tenderest solicitude. 

** As my flight will be eftcted without 
my attempting any intimation of it to — to 
Lord Montalbert, upon your ladyship 
must unavoidably devolve the disagreeable 
task of announcing it to Mr. Trench,— 
who, on Thursday, madam, ^I call upon 
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you for a very, very difierent purpose j — 
but, altbough I must implore the pitying 
kindness of your heart to teil him guard- 
edly of my- mysterious disappearance — 
for I know it will shock and wound bim» — 
yet, palliate not my transgression s^aiuBt 
Lord Mcmtalbert by any atteoipt at my 
vindication ; for as I immolate oiyself 
as the sacritice to the unfortunate decep- 
tion that has been practised, allow the 
sacrifice to be complete. fo his lordship's 
belief of my ingratitude to htm,— of my 
duplicity — ' of my eveay atrocity in the 
hateful form of incoastancy and perfidious 
«ruelty, lies his hope of prompt and perfect 

eure. 

*^ I go too, madam» without addressing 
one line to Lady Mdiora, for I know not 
of an excuse to offer for my mysterious 
ilightj since invention is not my fort-— 
altbough the pupil of Mr. jStemham ;-<- 
and the true cause she must ever remain 
uninformed of ; for earnestly and solemnly 
I conjure youi- ladyship, never to impart to 
her^ that the man she loves wooed another ; 
for alas ! i» the path of unconsciousness 
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M*e both have strayed to the mutual ine- 
nace of eacli other's happiness; I have 
learned how much she is attaclied : — but let 
that fatal menace fall in certainty only 
upon mine ; let my beloved Meliora never 
know, that in her hapless äiend she had 
an unconsclous rival ; and let every mea- 
sure be adopted, that delicacy towards her 
can sanction, to promote this union; for 
as my happiness has been my own volun- 
tary sacrifice— O let not the heart-rending 
immolation prove a vain one, since the 
only consolation I can hope' for, as a balm 
for my own sufferings, will be through the 
intimation ::oonve3red to me by some cha- 
ritable newspa|i«r, of my beloved Meliora 
being at length miited to a man I know 
deserving of her goodness; and Lord Mont- 
albert to the woman, who of all others 
will soonest restore him to that happiness, 
which my delinquency towärds him must, 
alas ! for a time so cruelly destroy. 

" Believe me, my benefactress ! my long, 
long tenderly maternal friend ! that no 
Inspiration of resentment actuates my re- 
storation of that deed of your benevolence, 



ROSABELLA. 925 

äo recently — ^so benignly executed in my 
favoun— No, madam, it has been soiely 
xaused by the impossibüity of my ever 
receiving the benefit your goodness iö- 
tended I sfaould derive from it, without 
presenting a clew to that asylum it has 
become my torturing duty ever to conceal 
from you. 

^* As the measure I have resolved upcua 
adopting will have been effected, madam^ 
m^ny hours ere this farewell can reach 
your hands, perhaps, when your eyes rcst 
on this line, your belief of ray veracity 
may have found some softening influence ; 
and, under the impression of that cheering 
hope, I venture to assure you, that Betty 
Koach has in no one action of her life 
relative to me forfeited her claim to your 
ladyship's favour. 

^' Knowing the heart of my benefactress 
more completely than she, alas ! does that 
of her long happily cherished proiegee^ 
I am led to the presumption of adding, 
that which I feel will prove welcome in- 
telligence to you. The refuge I am flying 
to is safe» honourable, unexceptionable 
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in every point in whicb propriety is vvL 
nerable« 

^^ My now anguished heart, madam, 
bids you that farewell, which almost sixteen 
years of unremitting tender care inspire ; 
and althougfa this is, alas! a final adieu, 
its aspirations for blessings to shower down 
on the head of my benefactress, and the 
dear companions of my life of happiness, 
can never, nevi^ cease« 

*^ Adieu ! — Tbat Heaven's protection 
xnay ever encompass those I am leaving, 
«hall daily form the first and last prayer 
of 

^ Rosabella.'' 

The formation of this epistle, where her 
feelingB were so painfully restrained by 
the dictates of her reason, - proved a severe 
covMkA to our poor heroine ; and sent her, 
when it wias at length completed, to in^ 
voke a new supply of firmness through the 
interposition of her piety. 

At length the dinner of poor Rosa was 
announced ; and although appetite with 
anguished gricf like hei« was iitconpa- 
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tiblei she attended the sad summons to her 
solitary repast, in the forlorn hope of per* 
ünmitikg the necessary acfaievement of tak- 
ing even the most trifling portion of nou- 
rishmenty to aid in supporting her through 
her approaching long and fatiguing jour» 
ney. — But this solitary meal of the lonely 
coodemned culprit was served in the fa- 
mily dining room — where now were all 
thät femily ?— why dispersed? — were tor- 
iuring questions, that wrung her very 
souL 

In that room too Charles had takeu 
his last afiecting leave of her ; she shoul4 
now never hear the socirce of his entangle- 
ment ;--8hould never learn if his extii- 
cation from riiin was effiscted ;-^-«she shoul^ 
never — no never behold him ar any of 
the dear friends and protectors of her 
early insulation more ; and as this sad» 
sad ^^ertainty strack to.her faeart's core, 
she burst into tears» and precipitately arose 
from table and fled to the drawiog room, 
foUowed as rapidly as his race-impeding 
years woald admit of by the venerable 
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sytnpathizing Conolly, bearing m hh hands 
a decanter with wine and a glass. 

*^ My dear Miss Rosa/' said the good 
cid man» tears trembling in his age-dimmed 
eyes — ^* my dear Miss Rosa, oblige an old 
but humble frienrd by drinking even one 
half glass of wine, to support you through 
4his long and most unexpected journey 
to Ireland." 

Rosa gratefuUy took th« ofFered^ glass in 
her hand, and with quivering lip endea^ 
voured to articulate her wisb for health 
and happiness to yield their cheering rays 
to his winter of life ^ but in the anguish cff 
her feelings utteranee was destroyed, yet 
her look was so eloquently kind, it wrung 
the old man's heart,and drew thehovering 
tears in trickling streams down his furrow- 
^d cheeks* 

^< Ah ! Miss^ Rosa," he faltered out, 
^* mine is not the presumption to be ask- 
ing improper questions ; but thoughts can- 
not offend — and mine teil me this sad busi- 
ness is all the work of one, who ought 
to tremble at disparaging the sacred coat 
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lipon his back* Blessed indeed are the 
peace-makers : — not the Servers of strife.-^ 
But, Miss Rosa dear, allow hhn not to 
murder you with grief j and^ drink — ^pray 
drink this drop of wine, — ^let that cheer 
your spirits» and then retum to your 
dinner ; or will I bring you a morsel 
here ?'* 

Rosabella gulped down her wine «and 
her sobs together, and was just sufficiently 
renovated by the cordial influence of 
Conolly'» prescription lowly to arttculate» 
" that if he kindly brought her one morsel 
she would endeavour to eat it ; but in. thet 
dining-room tiie absence of the family sub- 
dued her." 

Conolly's benevolent anxiety fpr her to 
take some nourishment was so evident,, 
that the grateful Rosabella compelled her« 
seif to swallow a few mouthfuls ; and tben^ 
as he was about to retnove her plate, sb& 
presented him with her packet for Lady 
Derville* 

*^ To your discretion» my good and kind 
fiiend," she falteringly said, ** I confide it 
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for delivering it safely ta her ladyshipi 
en her retum froiti Bichmond tooiorrow $ 
*— but not in the presence of Lady Me- 
liora,*' 

The göod old man took the packet with 
a trembling hand^ articulated his promise 
of faithfttl delivery with an nnsteady voice, 
and hurried from the roonii to conceal a 
rising tear of grief, for that disgrace which 
the misrepresentations of Mr. Stemham 
had evidently broug^ this favourite of all 
the household into with his misguided 
iady. 

Shortly after the departure of ConoUy» 
Betty entered, to inquire if our heroine 
had any commissions to execute in town, 
which she could do for her, as she was 
going to make dorne purchases for herseif, 
and some compliments for her particular 
firiends at Ravenswood. 

" And indeed, for that matter, Miss," 
she added, " all the servants, barring 
ConoUy and the cook, who would rather 
be looking into the toss-pans than at any 
fine sight, are just stepping into Hyde 
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Pairk tili lock about cts, — and, oh! Miss 
Hosa, bot it will be a long time befere you 
and I csn expect to see such elegant sigiats 
eiren at Ravenswood, let alone Myrtlie's 
Town; for in the last place, and more 
grief to IIS ! we sfaall have nothing tu 
cheer us bat a prospect of being drownd^ti^ 
or crofised in love ; aoid in the former, biüt 
the expectation of finding ourselves nuir« 
der cd by the reiüels in the night, when we 
awake eveiy momiing. But, Miss Rosa 
dear, Conolly will bring up your tea as 
8oon as you please to ring for it; and 
the ret^ of us wäl be bome in proper 
time.** 

This intelligence of ^& unexpected a 
migration of almost the entire household, 
was a great relief to Rosa, who had 
trembled in apprehension of being de« 
tected by some one of the domestics in 
the moment of her escape ; and now, hear* 
ing of such a reduction in possible ob* 
Servers, cheered her with the hope of an 
undiscovered flight. 

That hope was reaiized : — but not until 
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an interval had passed in inactive solitudet 
menacing an overthrow to tbe painfullj^ 
reared structiire of poor Rosa's f<»titude } 
fbr as in that interval thought was her 
only companion, all tbat could torture 
her susceptibility passed in sad review 
Jbefore her ; all she was tom by duty from 
iacquired tnore predons: value in the tenr 
demess of her regrets, in this her cruelly 
impelled dereliction; and all that ky 
before her, more terrors»^ in the appaUing 
uncertainty her fature lonely path was 
sombred by. Bat although her beart was 
writhing in sorrow's bitterest angutsb, it 
shrunk not from the heroism it had 
prompted ^ anÜ although her eyes were 
bathed in tears of tortured love*s most 
poignant misery, they watched unfalter- 
ingly for the signal that was at once to 
blight her every brilliant hope of temporal 
happiness, --and send the barbed sbaft from 
her daty-impelled band» through. the ge^ 
nerous inestimable heart of- bim she 
loved.. , 

At length the dread. signal was glvea 
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by Lord Flowerdew's own valet, as de- 
termined in the morning, to announce 
a chaise in waiting at the end of the 
Street; and although the signal strack 
on her heart like the knell of death to 
the ear of the criminal leading out to 
execution, Rosa, the trembling in frame 
— ^but firm in purpose^-Rosa, hesitatednot 
one moment to attend its call. 

In the midst of her own terrible mental 
sufferings, amounting as they did to ago« 
nies, our poor wretched heroine thought 
of the alarm her mysterious disappearance 
must create amongst the domestics, some 
of whom had known and loved her from 
her childhood; and to prevent the cre- 
ation of such uneasiness, she wrote a 
few lines, importing, ** that lo avoid 
being äccompanied by any friend of Mr. 
Sternham's on her joumey, and as a 
prevention for Betty 's unnecessary return 
to Ireland, she had availed herseif of an 
opportunity of obtaining safe convoy to 
her place of destination, whilst to avoid 
any interference to dissuade her from thus 
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going» she bad adopted a secret depar- 
ture." 

The Signal given, Rosa laid this note 
on the tea-table, ^^here CosxoUy muat 
be sure to find it ; then viith light foot^ 
falls, althoagh her heart bore a heavy 
bürden of despairing sorrow, Rosabella 
descended to the ball, when cautiously 
opening the street door, she admitted 
Üie trusty agent of Lord Flowerdew, who, 
Dpith the ostler, who attended with the 
hack chaise, rapidly carried off ber bag* 
gage } the trembling fugitive, almost faint* 
ing with anguished agitation, followiog 
with paralyzed limbs, almost unequal to 
the task of bearing ber along, after she 
bad cautiously effected a gentle dose of 
tbe Street door. 

The old and respectable tenant of 
Lord Flowerdew was already in the chaise, 
in which the heart-wrung fugitive im- 
diately sought shelter; and the moment 
her baggage was adjusted, and she bad 
o^ered a pecuniary reward- to her faith- 
&il agent, which was respectfuUy but 
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firmly declined, the carriage moved ra- 
pidly on its way ; and Rosa, the insu- 
lated Rosa, set out upon her self-inflicted 
exile. 
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